Press Release: Visva-Bharati, 22 Decem ber, 2022

Condemning those who are involved in selecting the invitees for the inauguration of “alternative
Poush Mela”.

Yesterday, the chairperson of Bolpur Municipality and her associates came to the office of Visva-
Bharati’s Vice Chancellor for inviting him to the inauguration. It was just an invitation which was given
to many in Bolpur and outside. If one examines the list of invitees or the names of those who are
specifically mentioned in the invitation card, the name of the incumbent Vice Chancellor of Visva-
Bharati is missing for reasons which are not difficult to fathom. We are surprised by this since in the
card itself there are names of individuals who were either dismissed as Vice Chancellor from the
university or are under the CBI scanner for being involved in corruption during their stint as Vice
Chancellor. It is well-known that one of the acting Vice Chancellors was dismissed for having forged
the minutes of Executive Council and the committee chaired by one of the former chief justices of
Calcutta High Court unambiguously proved this charge. The matter is sub-judice and hence we cannot
dwell on this in detail. The other full-time Vice Chancellor was charged with many malpractices and
through enquiries by High Power Committees appointed by the Ministry of Education (erstwhile
Ministry of Human Resource Development) and the Committees also found him guilty and many penal
measures were imposed. Of the malpractices, there were 57 illegal appointments (both teaching and
non-teaching) which are being examined by the Ministry of Education now. Once the incumbent Vice
Chancellor was appointed in 2018, he was asked by the Ministry to dismiss all of these “illegally”
appointed individuals; but he did not take such a harsh step because of humanitarian reasons. Now, the
said former Vice Chancellor is attending the CBI court regularly and University is supplying papers
almost every month to carry on the enquiry of malpractices. Now, THE PRESENT VICE
CHANCELLOR CANNOT SHARE THE PODIUM WITH THESE CORRUPT PERSONS; hence we
are happy that his name was not included in the invitation card as part of UIJTWAL UPASTHITHI
(Sparkling Presence) of the corrupt persons. Besides, there are political activists who remained
indifferent when Visva-Bharati was frequently vandalized in the past. The government officials did not
pay adequate attention when a complaint was officially launched to the Police and other administrative
Heads. Only the hon’ble High Court came to the rescue of this great institution, associated with an
illustrious son of Mother India, Gurudev Rabindranath Tagore.

We hope that Ananda Bazar Patrika will publish these facts the way it has publicized the invitation by
the organizers of “alternative Poush Mela” in today’s newspaper, given its reputation as a fearless and
non-partisan daily. We condemn the sly designs of the organizers to humiliate the incumbent Vice
Chancellor by asking him to share the podium with those who are being investigated by the CBI due to
their being prima facie involved in corruption and forgery of the minutes of the Executive Council. We
don’t want to elaborate on the list of those who are also being interrogated by the CBI and ED over the
past few months, we also don’t want delve into the police’s indifference to the requests of Visva-Bharati
even when the incumbent Vice Chancellor was thoroughly abused with chosen expletives by the so-
called students and gheraoed for days together, during which no police help was ever available which
came only with the intervention of the hon’ble High Court of Calcutta.

For your perusal, we are attaching a photo of the invitation card. We hope that you will give as much
space to our side of the story as you did in today’s edition to “the invitation to the incumbent Vice
chancellor by the Bolpur Municipality chairperson and other members of this august body".
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