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Sk. Hasina Approves the Bangladesh-Bhavana Design

CJIMC Bureau : Bangladesh Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
approves the design for the Bangladesh-Bhavana, to be built

in Visva-Bharati, after minor changes. The
approved design was handed over to the
Vice Chancellor, Prof. Sushanta Dattagupta
by the Deputy High Commissioner of
Bangladesh, Mr. Zokey Ahad at Ratan Kuthi
on 13 February. The design that was sent
to Bangladesh was made by the National
Buildings Construction Corporation Ltd.
Development,
Government of India) on behalf of Visva
Bharati. As of now, the Bangladesh-Bhavana
is envisaged to be a two storeyed building

(Ministry of Urban

has sanctioned 30 crore for the fruitful completion of this
project. In this meeting, a joint proposal for building an

of 7000 sq. ft. area on each floor, in a plot of land that has
been allotted by the university near the Indira Gandhi Centre.
Mr. Zokey Ahad also informed that the Bangladesh Government

i
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auditorium was also discussed.

Last year Prime Minister Hasina had sent
in her International Affairs advisor Dr.
Gowher Rizvi to Visva-Bharati to finalise
the details regarding the location and design
for the Bhavana that would be the focal
point for scholars involved in research and
studies related to Bangladesh. After
v receiving such support and encouragement
from the Bangladesh Government, Visva-
Bharati is looking forward to start work on
the construction of the Bhavana very soon.

Apart from building ties between the university and the
Bangladesh Government, this project would also help in building
a strong bilateral relation between the two countries.

Re-release of
Visva-Bharati
News

23 December 2014

VISVA-BHARATI
NEWS

@

Amrita, Riya: Visva-Bharati
News was published on 24
December 2014, after a long
gap with new fervor. Visva-
Bharati news was first published
by Rabindranath Tagore in July
1932. It chronicled the various
activities and developments in
Visva-Bharati. -..page 3
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CJMC Student

Shines at

National Youth Fest

Lokesh, Sagarika : Subhrajeet
Ganguly, a final year Master
Degree student of CIMC,
excelled at the 30" National
Youth Festival by securing the
4% position in the mimicry
category among ten finalists
from all over India. Previously
he had attained the first position
in the Eastern Zone. This event
was organized by the Ministry
of Youth Affairs and Sports. It
was hosted by Devi Ahilya
Visvavidyalaya, Indore,
Madhya Pradesh.

Amartya Sen Inaugurates Rabindra
Sangit Research Centre

Indrani, Khayam, Bishakha :
Amartya Sen inaugurated the
Rabindra Sangit Research
Centre (Rabi Bitan) on 26
December 2014. Prof. Indrani
Mukherjee, Provost, SNN & U
and Chief Co-ordinator of the
Research Centre, talked about
the growing interest in the
subject of Rabindra Sangit
which led them to establish
this centre. Last year the
Bhavana started a ‘Centre for
Esraj” and also a course on
Rabindra-Nritya. The
Rabindra Sangit Research
Centre is also another effort in
this direction by Sangit-
Bhavana. Apart from Rabindra
Sangit, the Centre will also
store information on western
music. This is an initiative to

introduce the Sangit Bhavana
students to world music
culture. The Centre will
catalogue information based
on various musical projects in
India and archive them, that
will be beneficial to the PhD
and M.Phil scholars and the
connoisseurs of classical
music. Recently  Prof.
Mukherjee along with a few
Sangit Bhavana scholars
successfully completed their
recording project at HMV
studio, Kolkata on Balmiki
Pratibha. Amartya Sen in his
speech  mentioned  the
importance of this research
centre since it hails to be one
of its kind due to its
innovative approach to
Rabindra Sangit.

Steps to Prevent Harassment of
Students from the North East

Raktim, Supriti, Monami :
Recently a few rules and
regulations have been set up
keeping in mind, the safety
and security of all the students,
especially those who come from
Darjeeling, Kalimpong and the
North Eastern States. After the
unfortunate incident of a girl
student of Kala-Bhavana from
Sikkim, the university has
taken several measures to
prevent such incidents from
happening in future. At the
institutional level, a few
guidelines have been
implemented, such as setting
up of a gender sensitization
cell, students grievance cell,
anti-ragging committee,
mentoring  system  and
debarring of senior students

from the admission test venue.
Apart from the implementation
of such rules, a self defence
campaign on karate for girls is
also being conducted in
Sriniketan. Prof. Samit Roy has
been appointed as the new
Proctor to address upon the

grievances of the students.
In the plight of the recent
incidents, a committee
consisting of senior women
faculties with the rank of the
Provost and the members of the
Executive  Council  was
constituted to look into the
matter relating to the
counselling of students on these
issues. All faculty members have
also been advised to report any
kind of sexual harassment
...page 3
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Visva-Bharati Celebrates Science Day

1"

Prof. V.C. Joy, Principal, Si

ksha-Bhavana, Pro VC Dr. Swapan Datta,

International Seminar at Sriniketan

Ajit, Anjanabha : An International
Seminar on ‘Human Development
and Sustainability : Challenges
and Strategies for the Asian
Countries” was held at Sriniketan.
The seminar was organized by The
Development of Social Work and
International Consortium for Social
Development, Asia Pacific branch
in collaboration with Charles
Stuart University, Australia and
Action Aid, Kolkata. The event
started from 16 January and
continued till 18 January. The
seminar looked at the main
challenges and strategies for
human development and
sustainability faced by Asia in this

century.

The keynote speaker Prof.
Achin Chakraborty, Director of
the Institute of Development
Studies, Kolkata and a leading
economist, critically analyzed the
growing inequality and apathetic
state of rural development in India.
Multi-disciplinary professionals
and practitioners from the field of
social work, social welfare, social
development, education, health,
management etc. discussed issues
such as poverty, inequality, gender
bias etc.

Many professionals, research
scholars and both national and
international students participated
in the seminar and made the event
a successful one.

O §2-49 20O OF
W& T& TG

AR, ! SO GTLBHE G
R ORI Sapisid o §R-ad
Co ‘@HETFEN goE redl =X |
ReeiToR 5 ANTET Wﬂ%l(ﬂ T
TR TP (AT @2 A e
AT | BITISAC €3 TR ST
S TS MRS 9lA (A
iR SABE S S
TEBY | ST ALY JFEE SIS
@ Bitad al ORAItE wiRe wAfepel
ol (PSR (LG TIAT Ol §R-«
SRV HPho T SIF G2 TN
meTl 27 | RyoIRsa st S 91 F
Aca | @ pieoita Sred 4 AR @
-9 gl SRmie e |

President of the session, Scientist Dr. Hemanta Kumar Majumdar,Chief
Guest of the session (State Council of Science and Technology, Govt.
of West Bengal), VC Prof. Sushanta Dattagupta, Prof. Ashim Kumar
Roy, Prof. Sukumar Basuli and Provost Prof. Dr. Sudhendu Mondal were

present at the inaugural session (from left).
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P. M. Hospital Renovated

Srawani, Soumita, Anusree :
Keeping the comfort of patients
in mind the Pearson Memorial
Hospital has been renovated.

new digital radiology unit has
been installed in the radiology

The hospital |
has been
equipped with
many new
facilities
utilizing the
funds provided
by Visva-
Bharati. A new
dental chair
has been purchased which
approximately costs Rs. 1 lakh.
Iron beds have been replaced
by 34 comfortable beds
including bedside food tables
each priced Rs. 1.10 lakhs. A
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ward making the
x-ray and scanning procedures
easier. The

renovated
wards are fully
air conditioned
and three new
doctors have
b e e n
appointed. The
inaugural
programme
was held on 18 January.
Vice-Chancellor, Prof. Sushanta
Dattagupta was present in the
programme as the chief guest
and Dr. Susovan Banerjee as a
special guest.
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Patha-Bhavana’s
Annual Cultural
Exchange
Programme

Pousita, Raktim, Rachayita :
The annual cultural exchange
programme of Patha-Bhavana
was held from 11-24 December
2014. This year a batch of 12
South Korean students of South
Korean Gandhi School along
with the students of Patha-
Bhavana actively participated
in the programme. In the 14 day
programme, students of both the
countries illuminated upon the
aspects of culture, traditions,
customs and heritage of their
respective countries. The senior
students of Patha-Bhavana
eagerly wait for the programme
every year which enlightens
them in unraveling the cultures
of various countries across the
globe. This kind of exchanges
help in bridging the cultural
differences of different countries.
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Consecutive Road
Accidents Shake
Santiniketan

Khayam, Debarati: Two
unfortunate accidents took
place in the month of December
and January. On 20 December
2014, a Patha-Bhavana student
Suddhasatta Chatterjee lost his
life in a road accident which
took place at the Chitra More
followed by another road
accident which took the life of
Anil Sen, a Master’s Part-1
student of Sangit Bhavana on
5 January midnight. The
accident took place near
Sriniketan road. These two
incidents shattered the residents
of Santiniketan.




Selling Our Labor

CJMC Bureau: Magsaysay
award winning journalist P.
Sainath had created quite a stir
when he visited Visva-Bharati
last time in January last year.
This time around, the audience
was equally mesmerised by his
insightful speech covering all
the aspects of the media
business and the ills of
corporatisation of media. The
special lecture session was
organized by the Centre for
Journalism and Mass
Communication on 28
November 2014 at the Central
Library Conference Hall. This
lecture was presided over by
the Vice-Chancellor, Prof.
Sushanta Dattagupta and he
was equally enthused by
Sainath’s deliberation.
Drawing upon his personal

Selling Our Souls

|
Centre for Journatism and Mass Communication
Visva-Bharari

Journaligyy,

ker of the Sessions

INATH,

experiences, Sainath talked
about the pressure journalists
face, once they step out of
media schools into the world
of journalism. He said that a
firm basis on media ethics is

Photo : Pousita
imperative to counter this
pressure.

He said that at every step
there will be a choice that would
be very difficult to make, on
one hand would be the lure of

fame and financial security and
on the other would be a very
tough road laid with various
insecurities. Further, he also
talked about the rich tradition
of Indian journalism, whose
roots lie in the struggle of the
freedom movement against the
British Raj. If anything, we
should be inspired by our rich
tradition of media ethics and
thus take the right decision
based on the same instead of
selling our souls. The lecture
was followed by an interactive
question answer session where
the students had a one to one
interaction with Sainath. A
concluding speech  was
delivered by Prof. Dattagupta
with a promising note on more
such lecture sessions that will
follow in the days to come.
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Governor Visits

Visva-Bharati
Sunipa, Sagarika, Sanjana,
Debayan : The newly elected
Governor of West Bengal Shri
Kesharinath Tripathi visited
Visva-Bharati to inaugurate the
new  highly  modernised
swimming pool for the students
of Visva-Bharati at the Physical
Education Department of Vinaya-
Bhavana on 13 November 2014.
He also inaugurated the new
Integrated Science Building of
Siksha-Bhavana. The
inauguration of the swimming
pool took place in the presence
of honourable Vice-Chancellor
Prof. Sushanta Dattagupta. It was
announced that the swimming
pool will be open from the
coming summer semester. The
programme concluded with the
Vice-Chancellor’s speech
followed by the Ashram Sangit.
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VC meets
Foreign Students

Sramana, Priya, Srawani : This
year on 16 January, Vice
Chancellor Prof. Sushanta
Dattagupta met all the foreign
students of Visva-Bharati. In the
meet the foreign students spoke
about the issues they are facing
in the campus. Along with the

VC, the Registrar Dr. D.
Gunasekaran, Provosts- Prof.
Tapati  Mukherjee, Prof.

Sabujkoli Sen, Prof. Indrani
Mukherjee, all Principals and the
Foreign Students’ Advisor Prof.
Aruna Mukherjee listened to the
issues of the students at length.
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Seminar on Mahakavi Bharatiar

CJMC Bureau : The Centre for
Women’s Studies organised a
seminar on “Mahakavi Bharatiar
and the Question of Women’s
Empowerment”
to commemorate
the birth
anniversary of
the great Tamil
poet Subramania g
Bharati on 11
December, 2014 at New Bhasa-
Vidya Bhavana conference hall.
The seminar was presided over
by Dr. D. Gunasekaran, the
Registrar, Visva-Bharati. Dr.
Nilanjana Bhattacharya, Centre
for Comparative Literature
presented excerpts from the
writings of Dr. Sourav
Chakraborty, Assistant Professor
in the Bengali Unit of the
International  School of
Dravidian Linguistics,

Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala on
‘Subramania Bharati and

Empowerment of Women.’
In her

presentation, she
highlighted his
advocacy for
gender equality
in the society.
Prof. Manju
Rani Singh,
Hindi Bhavana,
Visva-Bharati presented two
poems composed by Bharati on
empowering women.

Mr. Senthil Prakash S.,
Department of Tamil, Bhasa
Bhavana, Visva-Bharati
presented excerpts from
Bharati’s poems composed in
Tamil to uphold his incessant
struggle towards creation of a
society free from all forms of
inequalities based on caste,
class and gender.
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Students from

incident directly to the Internal
Complaints Committee (ICC) of
the university.

Apart from all these, a
special database is being
maintained for students hailing
from the North East.
Periodically meetings are being
held to address their problems.
The Vice-Chancellor has
constituted an advisory
committee for looking into
hostel related affairs and to
regularly monitor the activity

the North East

of the hostels. Along with these,
the university has made it
compulsory for all boarders to
eat dinner in the newly
renovated general kitchen. This
decision was taken to ensure
that all the students stay within
the safe premises of the
university instead of venturing
out at night. Further steps will
be taken in future to ensure
safety and security for the
students to curb untoward
incidents in the campus area.

Painting Exhibition
Susmita, Bahnisikha : On the
occasion of the 91* birthday of
K.G. Subramanyan, an art
exhibition was held at the
Nandan Art Gallery from
5-11 Feb. It was organised
jointly by Kala-Bhavana and
the Seagull Foundation for Arts,
New Delhi. This exhibition was
inaugurated by the Vice-
Chancellor, Prof. Sushanta
Dattagupta. Around 80 new
paintings on modern art were
exhibited here.

New Initiatives in
Sangit Bhavana

CJIMC Bureau : Since November
2014, Sangit Bhavana has taken
up a few innovative initiatives.
Prof. Sabyasachi Sarkhel,
Principal, Sangit Bhavana
informed that they are organizing
a Sangit Sabha on a regular
basis. In this sabha, students and
teachers of the Bhavana perform
once a month. On 8 March,
Mohan Singh Khangura will give
a solo musical performance in
the sabha. Another new initiative
is the regular presentations of the
research scholars of the Bhavana.

from page 1...
VB News

The Joint Editors of the new
edition of Visva-Bharati News are
Prof. Tapati Mukherjee, Provost
and In-charge of Rabindra-
Bhavana and Prof. Aruna
Mukherjee, Director of Indira
Gandhi Centre. This volume
records some memorable events
and a few important information
regarding the university.
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Visva-Bharati
Welcomes Pro
Vice Chancellor

Sanjana, On 31

Sagarika :
January 2015, Mr. Swapan K.
Datta, Former Deputy General
of Crop Science in Indian

Council for  Agriculture
Research, New Delhi joined as
the Pro Vice-Chancellor of
Visva-Bharati. The new Pro
Vice-Chancellor who had served
in Visva-Bharati in 1979 as
lecturer in the Botany
Department said,
“modernization in agriculture
must be incorporated and if I
could do a little bit of that in
Sriniketan with all my
experiences that would be most
delighting and satisfying.”

Contemporary Indian Media & Ethics

Sagarika, Lokesh : An interactive session on
the topic ‘Contemporary Indian Media and
Ethics’ was held at the Conference Hall of Indira

Gandhi Centre by
Centre for Journalism
and Mass
Communication, on
19 January 2015. Dr.
Chandan Mitra,
Proprietor and
Managing Editor of
The Pioneer, Delhi

and Hon’ble Member of Rajya Sabha, was the
Dr.
Bhattacharyya, Head, CJMC introduced the
speaker and welcomed the gathering. The session
was presided over by the Vice-Chancellor, Prof.
Sushanta Dattagupta. Dr. Chandan Mitra in his

speaker in the session.

A Special Lecture Session
on

CONTEMPORARY INDIAN MEDIA & ETHICS
DR, CHANDAN MITRA

Editor & Managing Dlre(tur THE PIONEER

Honourable Memberof Rajya Sabha
President of the Session
,SOR SUSHANTA DATTAG!
n __Vice Chancellor, Visva-Bharati
., * om, Indira Gandhi Cen nter| Date : January 19, 2015
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that Visva-Bharati definitely has a heritage that
it should be proud of. In his deliberation and
interaction with the audience he talked about
his illustrious career and his experiences as a
The audience asked interesting
questions which were answered with wit by him.

Mausumi

journalist.

speech emphasized upon maintaining ethics in
journalism at work places and stressed upon the
need to practice fair journalism against all odds.

- When asked about the
uniqueness of Visva-
Bharati compared to
| the other universities
under the University
Grants Commission,
Mitra said that he
| agreed with the
opinion and he thinks
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Patha-Bhavana
Convocation

Raktim, Pousita, Rachayita :
The annual convocation of
Patha-Bhavana was held on 24
December 2014 at Amra Kunja.
Prof. Suranjan Das, Vice
Chancellor of Calcutta
University was the Chief Guest
on this occasion.

Like every year, this year
too the students of Patha-
Bhavana passed with flying
colours. 92 students in the
secondary exam and 85
students in the Higher
Secondary Exam got first
division respectively. It was
heartening to see that despite
the ongoing turmoil at Visva-
Bharati the overall scenario
among the students were very
congenial and they accepted
the certificates with joy. In the
end, the annual report was read
out by Partha Chakraborty, the
then Principal, Patha-Bhavana.
VC, Prof. Sushanta Dattagupta
blessed the students before
distributing the prizes. The
Chief Guest delivered an
inspiring speech. The
programme concluded with a
thanksgiving speech by the
Former Principal of Patha-
Bhavana.
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Kala-Bhavana’s

Lokesh, Monami, Pritha : Like
every year, Nandan Mela, the
annual art fair was organised
by the students of Kala
Bhavana in their campus on
1 — 2 December. The mela was
held for the first time in 1973,
to commemorate Shilpacharya
Nandalal Basu’s  birth
anniversary. Various intricate
and exquisite artefacts made
by the teachers and students
of Kala Bhavana were put on
display as well as offered for
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Nandan Mela 2014

sale. Earthen-ware, ornaments
of brass, batik clothes,
pouches and scarves, hand-
made cards, calendars and
showpieces were also offered
for sale. Apart from the display
of artefacts, the installations,
put up at various points of the
fair ground were praiseworthy.
Alongside, the students also
performed live folk and fusion
based musical concerts and
dances, which further added
color to the fair.
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