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CJMC
Remembers

Late Sandipta Chatterjee
(2000-01, PG Diploma)

Late Debi Chowdhury
(2001-02, PG Diploma &
2002-03 Bridge Course)

Late Dr Anamlka Ray
(2001-02, PG Diploma &
2002-03 Bridge Course)
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First CJMC Reunion

Centre for Journalism and Mass Communication Completes Fifteen Years

Debasrita Chakraborty : On the
successful completion of fifteen years,
Centre for Journalism and Mass
Communication is organizing its first
reunion - ‘Retour’ today, at the premises
of New Bhasa-Vidya Bhavana building.
The Centre dates back to 29 April,
2000. From Indira Gandhi Centre for
National Integration to the New Bhasa-
Vidya Bhavana, the journey has been
long, progressive and adventurous.
Contribution of several people from
then till now is furnishing to the
development of the Centre. On this
occasion, many dignitaries of Visva-
Bharati shared their experiences and
views related to the Centre.

Prof. Swapan K. Datta, Vice-
Chancellor : Heartiest congratulations
to the staff, students and the other
stakeholders of CIJMC for successful
completion of 15 years at Visva-Bharati.
CJMC has shown self-reliance, hard work
and developing confident characters. I
appreciate this very much. I wish much
more success of the Centre in future.
Dr. (Col) M. M. Mitra, Registrar : It
has been a great experience associating
with CIMC. I must thank Mausumi
Bhattacharyya and others who have
started this particular curriculum at
Visva-Bharati. Now-a-days it is the
‘Media’ which can turn anything into
any particular direction in a sense that

it plays an
important role
in shaping up
the society.
Because of
media social
ills of our
society are
being exposed.
Good things
that are
happening in
society are
b e ing
highlighted by
media too.

Prof. V C
Jha, Principal,
Vidya-
Bhavana : Tam
happy to learn
that the CIMC
is going to -
organize its first reunion .The past
students will meet the present students
and share their experiences. I extend
my good wishes to the entire Centre
and also to the organisers for the grand
success of the event.

Prof. Sabujkoli Sen, Director,
SEI & RR : From 2012-2013, I was the
Professor in-charge of CJMC. Students
of CJMC are very energetic,
enthusiastic and participative. Today

the way they are progressing, and
cooperating with each other in uplifting
the department, this should deliver a
strong message to the other students of
Visva-Bharati. I want CJMC to make its
successful mark in the field of
Journalism and Mass Communication
education in India in near future.
Prof. Tapati Mukhopadhyay,
Adhyaksha, Rabindra-Bhavana &
Director, Culture & Cultural

Relations : Itis
indeed a matter
of great
pleasure that
CIMC is going
to organise its
' first reunion on
* the completion
| of a journey of
fifteen years.
From a humble
beginning it
* has blossomed
'\ into a full-
g r o w n
I department
with active
participation
of teachers and
students. The
students of this
department are
" indeed our
assets and I am sure that a bright future
awaits them. I wish this event a grand
success
Prof. Goutam Ghosal, DEOMEL :
I remember the students and colleagues
of CJMC with a profound happiness. I
taught a little of Tagore and the History
of Journalism in the Centre earlier. |
specially remember teaching the
subtleties of Tagore’s music, when I
taught there last time. All good wishes

to the students and teachers of a
flourishing discipline of our university.
I was also in charge of CJIMC for almost
eighteen months.

Prof. Manas Ray, H.O.D,
Department of Anthropology : The
department has been running to a certain
direction through systematic teaching
and research. I am very much hopeful
about the success of the Centre. I have
been in association with CJIMC from its
birth. Here I want to mention that Visva-
Bharati Chronicle (VBC) must have the
smell of more professionalism. Students
of CIMC should feel proud because this
central university has the touch of Tagore.

Prof. Aruna Mukherjee, Director,
IGC : I have lot memories with CIMC
since I joined IGC. I always felt to be
a part of this department and I enjoyed
a lot to be associated with it. Here the
garden looks empty now like a garden
without its flowers. Memories are very
nice. Students of this department are
very nice and helpful. I miss them a lot.
Best of luck to CIMC.

Dr. Nimai Chand Saha, Deputy
Librarian, Central Library : It is my
pleasure to know that CJMC has
completed its fifteen years of journey.
I am associated with the research
activities of the Centre. In spite of several
issues like fund and others, the Centre
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VB Geography Professor Marks the Source of Ajay

Photo: Ajit Mondal

Diganta Deka, Manish
Paswan : Teacher and
students of Geography
Department have made
Visva-Bharati proud with
the remarkable marking of
the source of river Ajay.
Prof. Malay
Mukhopadhyay and team
has made it possible. A
new trend of ‘Geo Tourism’
in India has been
introduced through this,
especially for those who
love to travel and explore
more. Prof. Mukhopadhyay

scholars

March, 2016 with the help
of a local NGO of Deoghar
and the villagers of Saraun,
Jamui district, Bihar.

In the year 1995, with
24 students and research

Mukhopadhyay trekked
from the source to the
mouth of the Ajay River
for 16 days but the group
could not find the actual
source then.

Mukhopadhyay
again ventured to the
village and

Nadir Pare-Pare”.
of geography

Prof. him.

(2000).
So, Prof. those rivers,
once
marking points

successfully

work on rivers.
He said, ‘It was in the
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Prof. Mukhopadhyay
said that being a student
and
teacher as well, rivers have
always been fascinating to
Interest on rivers
made him to trek along
four Indian rivers Tarafeni
(1979), Kopai (1991), Ajay
(1995) and Mayurakshi
While trekking
he always
thought of setting up
at the
sources of the rivers.

and his team from the
Geography department
established the ‘Marker
Stone’ at the source point
of Ajay river in 2015. The
‘Marker Stone’ was
officially unveiled on 11

found the source point by
encouragement of the
villagers and installed the
‘Marker Stone’ this time.
He also wrote a book on
the survey collected from
the trekking, titled “Ajay

also mentioned here that
Tagore’s immense love
and passion for rivers also
attracted several eminent
personalities like Arthur
Geddes, Pramathanath
Bishi and many others to

year 2012, 1 visited UK
and trekked all along the
River Thames from its
source to mouth. When
we reached the source of
the Thames River it was
quite surprising to notice
a ‘Marker Stone’ with
details of the Thames
source point.

It inspired me in
planning installing a
‘Marker Stone’ at the
source point of river Ajay.’

While relating ‘Geo
Tourism’ with his effort in

establishing ‘Marker
Stone’ at the source point
of Ajay, Prof.

Mukhopadhyay mentioned
that Geo Tourism is an
emerging segment of
Nature Tourism. It is a
sustainable tourism with a
primary focus on
experiencing the earth’s
geological features in a
way that fosters
environmental and cultural
understanding,
appreciation and
conservation, is locally
beneficial too. His effort
is also about creating
many Geo-tourism projects
in these areas that protect
geo-heritage, help building

communities and
promoting  geological
heritage.
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EDITORIAL

Power and Powerful

Power and the powerful are the two most important
words consciously or subconsciously existing in every
mind and is driving the entire system. Media is both,
as well as the fourth estate. It is clearly known that
media has become an integral part of the human race
and today major interactions take place in the world
of codes and digits, known as the social media, which
is obliviating the concept of boundary in connection
to communication or exposure. On any given day, the
Indian youth’s outrage is in full swing on social
media. Democracy is a ‘whirring’ word existing in our
digital society where, one cannot avoid social media.
This is specially used by the youth to put out views
and ideas. It is also impossible to avoid the increasing
youth's participation in terms of attending and
organizing, rallies and campaigns on various social
issues is on a constant rise. The very recent Jawaharlal
Nehru University incident and the ongoing student
protest of Hyderabad University got a large space in
social media especially by the youth. With large
section of its population between the age of 21-35,
India is one of the world’s youngest nations. It is
assumed that by 2020, the average age of an Indian
will be 29 years. Standing in such a scenario it is
doubtlessly haunting to see these people voting for
a set, above their age and barely any representative
from the young age group. In the last General Elections-
2014, youthful voters showed up to flip-flop the entire
political heedlessness from the last few years and
reacted on a wide range of issues. Simultaneously,
around 60 lakh voters opted for the ‘None of The
Above’ (NOTA) option and a large section of the
young generation think it is one of the ways to
express their agitation against the system.

In early 2000, internet was a scary and expensive
space, but in the last two decades, the wide gap
between the internet and the reality has shrunken. Be
it sarcastic or complimentary, updates from political
heads, media heads, celebrities, business tycoons are
followed and replied by millions. Instant responses
give a direction to reactions. In the General Election
2014, Narendra Modi, Prime minister of India, became
the second most-liked politician on social media, after
Barack Obama, popularly known as the “First Social
Media President of USA”. Modi ji’s updates
proclaiming the victory of the Bharitya Janta Party
substantiates to the fact that citizens are willingly
connecting with political leaders beyond reality. It
was remarkable the way ‘Ab ki bar Modi Sarkar’
phrase rapidly flooded all over social media along
with personal statuses. This was the first ‘Social Media
Election” for 1.2 billion (approx.) Indians with the
advent of Social Media giants in India, namely
Facebook and Twitter, whose users run into millions
from rural to urban areas. The percentage of young
voters have increased from 0.7 % - 2.4 % of the total
voters in 2014 Delhi Election, according to the
officials of the Delhi Election Commission. This
substantial increase is expected to contribute to some
difference in the electoral process.

2016 - amidst all chaos of mass protests, blasts,
suicides, returning of awards, matches, scams - nothing
seems to distract the ‘elections’ .Yet, another election
year; another set of first time voters; another phase
to frame a government in the state; new propaganda
policies; another phase of blame game of the unfinished
works. A report published by the Time of India on
Oct 7, 2013 states - nearly 71% of urban youngsters
showed interest in politics recently as compared to
45% in the previous years, according to surveys and
data collated by the Centre for the Study of Developing
Societies (CSDS). Thus, nothing can be more satisfying
and pleasant than a nation being lead by the youth
along with the experienced heads, on the path of
progress. —Debasrita Chakraborty
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MEDIA AND COMMUNICATION

Practices and Issues

Edited by
Mrityunjoy Chatterjee
Biplab Loha Choudhury
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Media Ethics: Reality or Myth? A Collection of Essays
Edited by Dr. Mausumi Bhattacharyya
Published by Visva-Bharati Granthana Vibhaga
ISBN : 978-81-7522-602-9

The definition of media has radically

those who are experiencing it, either

changed in the 21* century with the directly or indirectly. The text
advent of information and provides threadbare discussions on
communication technology. Keeping every ethical aspect of media through
in mind the profit the intersection of
making motive, have its various branches.
the ethical part been MEDIA ETHICS From public relations
compromised in the Reality or Myth? to advertisement, from
field of media both A COLLECTION OF ESSAYS journalism to the
as a discipline as emergent new media,

well as a profession? it explores the
Have the media de- diverse range of
prioritized its role as media and
an informer to the communication. The
public? What is its interpretive  essays
actual implication for also correspond to
us, individuals in the miscellaneous
society? What are notion of media
their social ethics under the
repercussions? The banner of
book ‘Media Ethics: communication and
Reality or Myth? A o S S media studies as a
Collection of Essays’, discipline.

edited by Dr. Mausumi
Bhattacharyya, published by Visva-
Bharati Granthana Vibhaga on March,
2015 is a precise collection of essays
that reveals every trend in media
which is necessary for building a
democratic and pluralistic nation.
The book concerns the modern
day patterning of media and
communication ethics and the
consequences of it on the lives of

This critical and vibrant text offers
a contextual perspective and is an
ideal companion for the modern day
academicians, students and media
professionals. Apart from providing an
insightful contribution in the field of
communication and provoking
significant academic thought, the
book is instrumental in giving rise
to healthy and informed debates.
—Arpita Saha, PhD Scholar, CJMC
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CJMC Fifteen

is progressing ahead with its positive attitude and evergreen
spirit. Within fifteen years the Centre has already proved
its existence in its field.

Dr. Deepita Chakravarty, Chairperson, CWS : We
have been working closely with CIMC over the last few
years. We conducted quite a few programmes together
and it was always a great success. Present CIMC In-
charge is not only our Adjunct Faculty and member of
the Advisory Committee but also a source of great
support. I am sincerely thankful to many of CIMC
students for taking active part in all our academic
discussions. My colleague Dr. Tanusree Paul is closely
associated with CJMC. I know CJMC is doing a wonderful
job and I wish them all success.

Prof. Sudipta Bhattacharyya, H.O.D, Department of
Economics and Politics : We have collaborated with CJIMC
in organizing two special lectures by Magsaysay Award
winning journalist P. Sainath and our experience with CIMC
is to be cherished. Both the departments came to know each
other in this process. We are also planning to introduce a
course like financial journalism for the students in near future.

Prof. Prasanta Ghosh, H.O.D, Department of Social
Work : A year back we introduced a new course of Mass
Communication in our syllabus. We invited professors
and scholars from CJMC to take the classes and we are
happy with their cooperation. We collaborated with
CJMC on a programme on local labour issues along with
FES earlier. I personally think that we should continue
such programmes to begin new inventions and initiations
in the face of social changes and rural development.

Dheeman Bhattacharyya, Assist. Prof., Comparative
Literature : I really appreciate the love and labor of the
CJIMC students towards their department. The way they
have shaped their department, from designing to the
setting up of the media lab with limited facilities, making
it sound proof, it is definitely one of the innovative
projects of the university. Sharing my ideas while teaching
certain courses has also enriched me.
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THE JOURNEY BEGINS

At last the ‘baby’ is born.
The seedling was
implanted by the founders
of this course, who thought
that without publication of
a news-magazine the entire
venture will be left
incomplete. Process of
watering,
nurturing and

ensuring proper
grooming up of

the  seedling

have been taken up
relentlessly by all students’
of our department. Not to
forget, the sunlight,
protection and proper
guidance provided by
different members of the
Visva-Bharati authorities
under the leadership of the
Vice-Chancellor Dr. Dilip
Kumar Sinha. A special
word of thanks from the
entire department to all
them.

gives you pictures of
innocent madness in more
than one page. This is
madness of work. Madness
of youth. Madness of
discovering the pleasure
of creativity. And madness
of discovering the world

of journalism in its true
sense.

The world today is
going through a
maddening transition
phase. This may be in the
field of politics, sports,
films and socio-cultural
lives. Our endeavour has
been to catch a glimpse of
all the latest happenings
of the different fields in
our write-ups.

In this world of
transition there are certain

bhavatyekanidam’ i.e.
Where the world makes a
home in a single nest. One
of our main areas of thrust
was to bring before you
the picture of unity in
diversity that exists in our
vast university campus.
Though we have
been able to
gather news
a b o u t
happenings in
departments other than us
but we really feel this is
not enough. News and
happenings alone with the
views from other
departments will be
sincerely solicited in our
future publications.

Last but not the least,
this is a new venture of a
bunch of newcomers.
There may be signs of
noviceness somewhere. We
heartily seek your positive

The profession of
journalism is said to be a
thankless one. This was
revealed years back by our
beloved Rabindranath
Tagore, who even went a
step ahead and commented
that the work of editor is
nothing but one of

objects, practices, systems,
values and beliefs which
have remained constant
from the golden old days.
The live example is, our
own Visva-Bharati.
institution chose for its
motto the Vedic text

suggestions to overcome
them in our future
ventures. Please do feel
free to write to us.

Let us sum up with
the age-old saying,
‘Where there is a will,
there is a way’. Yes, we
have the will and the

The

‘sanity’. The first edition ‘Yatra visvam journey is on.
woed & | GOOD LUCK
AT BUDDING JOURNALISTS
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Sri. Dilip Mukhopadhyay
Course Co-Ordinator
Centre for Journalism & Mass Communication
Visva-Bharati

Studies on Journalism and Mass
Communication is the latest addition in the
Visva-Bharati academic system. The pioneer
batch of students of the course is now
preparing to launch a departmental
newsmagazine.

It gives me immense pleasure to get
myself associated, though marginally, with
the efforts of organising the academic
activities and preparing the paper for the
Centre of Journalism and Mass
Communication.

Print media is facing a tremendous
pressure from electronic media. People in
general feel interested in viewing the
television for news, than getting the same
through newspapers. Even with this changing
pattern as a backdrop our students of
Journalism have put their effort, and of course
the best effort, to prepare the paper and they
are determined to publish that on time.

No word of praise is good enough to
appreciate their tireless work as budding
journalist. I feel and hope that their effort will
create the most desired impact in the campus.
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Jourmey So Far...

I still remember
the day I joined
CIMC. It was 17
August 2000.
Initially the
Centre was run
by the then Vice-
Chancellor Prof.
Dilip Sinha
directly along
with Executive
Secretary of the Centre Late Sudhir Kumar
Mukherjee, who was also the Deputy
Registrar Academic and Research.
Immediately after joining I met Prof. Debasish

Mausumi Bhattacharyya
In-Charge, CJMC

were the main content and few news under
‘Reporting from Campus’
published. It took many days to make people
understand about the tabloid. But thanks to
Mr. Abhijit Sengupta, Manager, Santiniketan
Press and of course to Sujay Lahiri who made
the first layout of VBC. He has been a very
important part of VBC, who gave the shape
of the tabloid. On December 23, 2000 the
first 8-page VBC saw the daylight. Earlier,
people were not that aware of the existence
of a Centre called CIMC. However, we made
our presence felt in the university after we
came up with our signature publication-

Visva-Bharati Chronicle.

a full-fledged degree equivalent to M.A.
degree. I should thank Prof. Sujit Kumar
Basu who was the then VC for this because
he accepted our proposal and it was a cake
walk for us.

Thirdly, I joined us permanently from
November 4, 2004. Then Prof. Biplab Loho
Chowdhury joined here from May 2, 2005 as
a Reader and after his joining our Centre
organised the first national seminar of CJMC
around March, 2006.

In 2008, a major event happened in CIMC
which was the collaboration with Friedrich
Ebert Stiftung (FES), Germany. On 13
September, 2008 we started our first program

section were

AN

Prof. (Dr.) Biplab Loho
Chowdhury
Professor, CJMC

To start with I will mention
that CIMC is still a Centre. It
must be a department for

better operation platforms.

When I joined CJMC in
2005 just a year back the
M.A. course was introduced.
Previously there was a
bridge course. After a few
years the PhD programme
was also initiated. At that
time I was the only Doctorate
in the department and soon
after Mausumi also received
her Doctorate degree. With
each passing day we are in
an improving track.

During the Indian History

published one broadsheet
and four tabloids for five
consecutive days.

Being the Teacher-in-
charge I organised the first
National Seminar where the
students of CIMC produced
a live television production.

As media communication
is an evolving area, we are
updating our course regularly.

Students of every batch
were precious. However, 1
remember the first Media
Organisation Management

Charkaborty,

L

My memorable events at CJMC started
with the very first moment I interacted with
them. Initially I was very sceptical as I never
stayed away from home and somehow in
couple of months this place became as my
second home. I started spending most of my
time here with the students. Meanwhile I was
felt the lacking of some practical activities
in the course. Hence, the idea of publishing
Visva-Bharati Chronicle (VBC) came to my
mind and Prof. Chakraborty was also planning
to bring out a publication by then. Here I
should mention few names-
Mukherjee, Late Sandipta Chatterjee, Soumi
Bhattacharaya, Mahendra Jena, Moumita
Basu, Sriya Banerjee etc. The students started
collecting information from different places,

editing the same.

I am discussing it elaborately as this is
my most memorable moment at CIMC, giving
birth to ‘Visva-Bharati Chronicle’. Features

who came from Aligarh
University, as a visiting fellow and 23
students of the first PG diploma batch of
CIMC. The journey was remarkable because
they all were very new to the system, so was

In West Bengal, we are the only PG
department where, practical activities like
regular publishing of a tabloid, making films,
documentaries, rural development projects,
advertisement and PR projects are being

conducted simultaneously.

Roshni Das-

Introduction of M.A. Degree course was
the second most important event during
my journey with CJMC. Initially it was a
14-month PG Diploma course. After two
batches we understood that for initiating
research we need to have a full-fledged PG
degree course first. Designing a syllabus of
PG degree was quite a tough task for me
as I was quite young and inexperienced at
that point of time. Our visiting faculties
like Snehasis Sur,
Biswajit Matilal,
Buroshiva Dasgupta helped us a lot. In fact
we took help from other universities too.
The two-year PG degree course came into
being from the year 2003. Here I want to
add that we specially designed a Bridge
Course of ten months for those, who studied
the 14-months PG Diploma course in 2000-
2001 and 2001-2002 sessions. This Bridge
Course (2002-2003) helped them in getting

Sunit Chakraborty,
Samir Goswami,

five years
Communication.
The next

conference on

Affairs

Dr.

beyond.

collaboration was
International Association of Women Radio
and Television (IAWRT) in 2011. We started
working on gender issues along with IAWRT.
In 2014, we organized our first international

with FES on Community Radio. That was a
very big step which changed the entire
dimension of CJMC and took us to a new
high. FES gave us the opportunity to organise
four programmes in a year for consecutive
on

issues like Social

with

‘Crony Journalism’ in

collaboration with the ICSSR. We also
collaborated with the Ministry of External
in organizing
Distinguished Lecture Series in 2015.

Meanwhile, PhD programme was also
introduced in 2010. CJMC took another leap
when People’s Archive of Rural India (PARI)
collaborated with us in 2014.

Each year we are growing in terms of
student’s productivity and active involvement
of our students with the locality, society and

seminars and

With each passing year, there is always
moving forward, thinking beyond the box.

better research workstocreate  Congress

in 2006 we

batch especially.
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Since I joined CJIMC in February 2013, the
department has undergone rapid changes.
Last year, we shifted from the Indira Gandhi
Centre to a new space in the New Bhasa-
Vidya Bhavan building. Here students
from the outgoing PG batch toiled very
hard to build the department’s very own
media lab for their practical training
purposes. They also helped in building the
departmental library, canteen etc. With
each passing day, we are growing and
making our presence felt. I hope that our
alumni will help us in this process by
sharing with our students their experience,
their time or in any way they think they
can be of help.

During my time as a teacher, I have
visited other media departments in different
parts of the country. The difference between
CJIMC and other media departments is the
involvement of the students and the
teachers beyond class room learning and
that is something very unique. We, at
CIMC are like a family. We try to be there
for each other even outside the classroom
and that I think that is what makes CJMC
special.

During my time here, I have gone
through many memorable moments
collectively and personally. By hosting
the International Conference on Crony

Journalism (in
collaboration
with ICSSR) in
January 2014,
w here
stalwarts from

the Indian \
media industry R A
as weu S Sanhita Chatterjee
international

. Asst. Professor, CJMC
academia

visited Santiniketan, our department was
able to build better industry and peer
linkage.

Personally for me, performing a musical
medley on the occasion of Teacher's Day
2015, in front of renowned journalist P.Sainath
and receiving his compliment and praise will
remain as a cherished memory.

I'have studied at the Symbiosis Institute
of Media and Communication (Pune),
where the alumni is not only illustrious
but they always keep in touch with their
Alma mater and try to contribute as much
as possible by helping in the placement
activities and other developmental
activities of the Institute. My suggestion
for further development of CJMC would
be towards the alumni, their pro active
participation would help CIMC grow from
strength to strength.

g 2053 AR 4 GElg
A MR FA=AMH
o wifv e
Sqpifost el
TR NS
23, ARFReF *M4E
Tofifrst TR

N scaife = ws
Ghsre AE GRS e @ T2
gFrNE®, Fregafy G 91 S [ so

GZ-(O AAN Al

@eq CIMC-(s, o4 @ fee1 IGC-¢s | 7t
zrad fAfey wepE AAfisieE w99 @@
HCApA FT G CIMC-(S oS ©F
%4 |

A S ALRICE G Al g Tl
T g »= afefrea #ifias 2511 «ifT53 2re
T S TE-RaMd | Acd A
ftem oeites @3 department-93  GFG
T TR (RN TE TR ATAN G
T TR SEDICTE AC |

203¢-97 WE WA o B ©d @3
department-93 (¥ (RG FBEN ©F @LSH
TR WG (R IR @Sl TS
Af wiftE; e dwsR =we-va),
fermss-faifiesl @ak PR agond SIted T
2 Toe (AEfE A wn A

3000 ATAT 4 9B
CIMC-(S ¢&I¥; T4 €3
9l IGC-08 1 IGC (AeTen
S SN S @ | @2
media lab 2E®, S=F com-
gl 4 puter IETE; 58 @3 FRIe
IRIE e (9T T4 AR 90! G
asﬁf’ Firerast ol | @B T ERE e
A IR A o el
N YGRS APl IR W — <l S
Az 3R A A | S TG CIMC-(S2 (<1300
B | <Pzl G2 €1, Ty et il Creifeeey
GRS T UZ | DDA A0S SRS Sl
s T IR G Ao = eiR 5 |

I - O O B 7 S
FEGRC CIMC S fes=
TR 20 STIE | AU
TR W S, e
SR R A SR
e W il 2l | e o
@l reunion 202 Y K fgam ST
ST SR 5, Frreamfs

Interviews taken by :
Anirudha Dutta, Debasrita Chakraborty,
Debayan Bhadury, Lokesh Chakma.

oIfSr @2 Reiet @ q%d 75
AR | TR IS @ 27w
il SIS 4 WO S I
ez | e Reitsm Fs
il @R PEgatE R
(ATFS ST IR (IR |
Reunion {9tz =nifire 43

excited |

=, Freaqui

Our Collaborations

Debashis Mazumdar
Head, Finance &
Accounts,
FES-India Chapter

Our Association with
CIMC started way back
in the year 2008 with
our first program on
“Community Radio”. 1
must say FES as an
organisation was
privileged to be
associated with Visva-
Bharati and me personally
was overwhelmed on
being associated with this
esteemed university and
also to be in the land of
Tagore.

Since then it has been
a long journey with
CIMC where FES has
been cooperating on
several issues starting
from Community Radio

to the Social Media of
today. It was a amazing

experience to say the
least, especially due to
the involvement and
commitment of the
students and  most
importantly the
involvement of Dr.
Mausumi Bhattacharyya

(who of course was not
a PhD. then). Her passion
and commitment is truly

commendable. Her
bonding with the
students, HOD’s, the

Vice-Chancellor and other
faculty is something

FRIEDRICH
EBERT-—
STIFTUNG

which I really envy.
As far as the work of
CIMC is concerned the
networking with the
village folks, the tribals,
the unions takes the FES
programs to new heights
and fulfil our mission of

peace, social justice and
democracy. Here 1 would
also like to mention
Chandranath da who is
the silent worker and
makes the machinery of
CIMC run like an well
oiled machine. I know
how challenging it is to
run a centre like CIMC
with several obstacles but
really appreciate the
enormous effort put in by
all of you. It take a
huge effort in organising
such programs and without
the wonderful support of
the students under the
able guidance of teachers
like Mausumi, Sanhita,
Chandranathda it would
not have been possible.

I look forward to
seeing what comes in the
future and hope I'm
around in this life long
enough to connect with
even a small portion of
what’s already on offer.

In the end I would
reiterate that FES is
really honoured to have
an  association with
Visva-Bharati and CIMC.

S b

it B
Prof. Ananya Chakraborti
Vice President,
International Board,
IAWRT

The first time IJAWRT had
a joint programme with
CIMC was in October
2011. With the co-

JAWRT

held a Gender sensitisation
workshop at CJMC. It was
highly successful and the
IAWRT team was greatly

impressed by the
enthusiasm and
engagement of the students
and faculty in the

successful implementation
of the programme.

Since then, enthused by
the success of the first
programme, IAWRT has
held several  joint
programmes with CIMC.

My personal experience
with CJMC has been a very

International Association of Women in Radio and Television

operation of the members
of the International board,
Gerd Inger Polden and Olya
Booyar, Prof Ananya
Chakraborti, faculty, St
Xavier’s college, and
member of JAWRT India

pleasant one. It is a
department  full  of
enthusiastic faculty and
students. It is also
remarkable how much they
have done with so little
infrastructure.

Three years ago, we did not know
of the CJMC in Visva-Bharati.
Today, we in the People’s
Archive of Rural India (PARI:
www.ruralindiaonline.org) are
set to carry more content from
them, particularly in films and
photographs, than from any other
journalism school in the country—
and we are working with several.
I would also say, without
hesitation, that the films made by students at
the CIMC are of a very high quality, far
beyond what one could reasonably expect of
university students. PARI is proud to be
officially associated with the CIMC students
and faculty.

I think it is also important to understand
that their achievement is not confined to
technical excellence. In fact,
what stands out is their choice
of subjects, and the social
sensitivity and sensibility
with which they have
approached these. From tribal
museums set up and run by Adivasis
themselves, to the lives of Bhorupis (those
mired in the occupation of ritual begging of
alms). From the traditional culinary genius of
an everyday woman in rural Bengal to lovely
films on highly-skilled but impoverished
weavers. From an extraordinary individual
running a one-man motorcycle ambulance in
the hills to a no less unusual fish vendor in

P. Sainath
Founder-Editor, PARI

ar

Bolpur who doubles up as a
mobile musician who sings and
plays the dhol and cymbals while
cycling around town.

We have scheduled these films
and other work from the CIMC
for release on PARI from June-
July onwards. It is so good to
know that our schedule unfolds
with or shortly after the
completion of 15 years of the
CJMC and the upcoming first-ever reunion of
its students across all those years. We at PARI
send all of them our greetings on that occasion.

As a journalist who has covered these
subjects in the Indian countryside for 35 years,
I’'m deeply impressed by these young students
of Visva-Bharati. As a journalism teacher who
has taught at schools and universities in India

e andoverseas,Ishould also say
I have never come across a
school anywhere in the world
where the students have built
their own TV and recording
studio. This is an unrivalled
achievement and I speak about this often in
other journalism schools. I think it would
be wrong not to mention that the students are
not only wonderful - they also appear to be
inspired by a faculty and a dynamic HOD who
gets the very best out of them. In associating
with them, we at PARI think we’ve struck a
gold mine of talent, diligence and
achievement.
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FLASHBACK

I keep staring at the laptop.
A word file stares back,
mocking me for failing to
come up with a fitting intro.
After all, I take pride in
calling myself an ex-
journalist and an ex-student
of Journalism and Mass
Communication, don’t I?
Today, however, I am at a
loss of words. How on earth do I talk
about my ‘two exes’? Where do I begin?
I am at my tumultuous best for my
experiences with them have been life
changing, replete with bitter sweet
memories. Gathering courage, I try
assembling my thoughts even as my 40
something mind embarks on a journey
with a twenty something me, walking
down the corridors of the brand new
Centre For Journalism and Mass
Communication for the very first time.
O HAPPY DAYS!

We were the first of the pack at CIMC.
Expectations ran high from the handful of
us. We were to soar high in the mass media
sky and be a beacon of hope for the future
generations. And boy, did we soar! New
teachers, new department, the Who’s Who
of visiting lecturers, life was on a roll.
Thanks to Mausumi Bhattacharyya,
Chandranath Banerjee, Satya Sai, Snehasis
Sur, Sunit Chakraborty and Biswajit
Matilal college became ‘COQOL’.

Then we got our first kick from a drug
like no other. Our very own CJMC
chronicle. Right from deciding on the
copies to be published, to the pictures to
go with it, from headlines, intros,
interviews, reviews to the editor’s note -
we would be the minds behind this matter.
Drunk with self-importance, we got down
to business. Brainstorming sessions,
healthy competition over the most apt

Roshni Mukherjee
(Batch of 2000 - 01)

headline, subbing each others’
copies, getting them re-subbed
by our teachers, proofreading
with an eye for each and every
punctuation marks, spell
checking, over endless cups of
tea, tidbits and treats, our
journalistic skills found a vent.
Such was our enthusiasm that
we tried to smell out the news
in even the mundane. We were
flooded with ideas.

It was difficult to frame a copy at first,
find out the news point and elaborate it,
but our teachers taught us to smooth out
the rough edges and give shape to the
product. It was a pain to keep to the desired
word count, but that was our practical in
editing.

By the time our copies went to press,
we were addicted to the entire process.
Gushing over our bylines, and page layout,
we began another round of proof reading
after the first print came in hand. When the
final product reached us, our achievement
gave us a heady feel.

NEWS MAKERS

From freshers , we matured to seniors. All
this while our teachers stood rock solid,
opening up avenues, coaxing us to go for
interviews at media houses and
reprimanding us on losing confidence.
Thanks to their efforts, we forayed into
print and television. While some of us got
through as a trainee in television media,
I hold dear my stint at The Asian Age, The
Statesman and The Times of India. From
a fledgling reporter, I gradually became a
copy editor and correspondent.
PRESENT CONTINUOUS

Marriage and two kids later, I am on a short
break. But there never goes a day when I
don’t thank my mother for pushing me
join CJMC and Mausumi Bhattacharyya
for helping me find my true calling.

“Dreams are real as long
as they last and that, what
We call reality may be a
long and restless dream...”

Taomas HeNrRy HUXLEY

FROM HOME. Started to
understand the sweet
language and enjoyed
eating fish. Misti dohi
became my favorite. Inside
my class it was much more

As a youth, the tussle familiar. Thanks to my
between dream and realty teachers who took many
is not surprising. This Sudhashree Dash efforts to make me
tussle has made few people (Batch of 2003 - 05) understand the discourse.
philosopher and some Couldn’t know how I got

dreamer. But in my case it was a bit
different. I was a dreamer, a chaser,
a student but yes I was a NON-
BENGALI too. My very first visit to
Santiniketan for entrance examination
was just an option, pursuing my
studies there was my choice and
being an ex-student of that is my
pride. When I stepped in Santiniketan
in 2003 with my father, it was like

an unknown kingdom with all
unknown faces and a different
language which somehow sounded

like my language ODIA. A fish thali
and few sondesh, welcomed me. Felt
terrible being a hater of fish and
sweets. Being ranked 8th position in
entrance test was very very
encouraging for me. But in between
all these there was something which
was continuously attracting me
towards this place. And that was the
charm, tradition and the glory of
that soil. It was not magic when I
said yes and join CJMC. After that
it was a life changing experience for
me. Starting from understanding
BANGLA to adjusting myself in a
new atmosphere was tough job.
Sometimes did just the opposite what
I was really supposed to do. But
thanks to my friends who made me
very comfortable there. Just after few
days found a NEW HOME AWAY

absorbed to it. I was the ODIA GIRL
of my class. I still remember when
Manas Roy Sir after teaching in
Bangla again taught the same thing
in English (looking at my face). We
had our ever charming ma’am who
was more of a friend to us. Starting
from personal to academic, in every
situation she was our saviour.
Though, walking more than 1 km
just for lunch was hectic for us, still
the shadow of the banyan tree never
disappointed us. As time passed I
cherished my love affair with CIMC.
Tough we had not much reference
book and much of the internet
facility, still didn't feel that it was
that required for us. A dedication to
do well, a dream to be something
and blessings of our teacher did it
all for us. Now I can talk bangla
fluently. AMAR MONE HAYE I WAS
BORN TO BE IN CJMC. Being the
topper of our batch I always carry
the pride but I am more proud that
I am a CJMCian. My days in CJMC
not only has changed my life but
shaped my dreams. I got what I had
desired. It was my journey and I got
my destination. I am being very
emotional while writing this but
happy that at this stage of life I am
realizing what I have earned. Thanks
CIMC.

N

Sourabh Chakraborty
President, Reunion Committee

preparing for the big day was not an easy task and I being
the president of the Reunion committee found all my
juniors are extremely enthusiastic helping. I would like
to thank and appreciate all our teachers and non teaching
stuff of CJMC for their constant support and guidance. As
I firmly believe that the best way to correspond with the
classmates, junior and senior is through a Reunion and
therefore I believe this Reunion “RETOUR 2016 would
make way for future Reunion for our CJMC.

At Last the much waited
Reunion is happening!
Planning the
Reunion was a challenging
and daunting task for all of
us, specially the student of
CIMC because
communicating with ex-
students, classmates and

Sagarika Basu
Event Chair

My two years at CIMC has
been a roller coaster ride.
Here I got the opportunity to
explore and learn many new
things. With every passing
day I have experienced new
challenges. CIMC is my
family. Faculties are like
friends, philosophers and
guides. Professors have been
our constant source of
encouragement. I hope
CIMC will cross every
hurdle in the upcoming
days.. My best wishes are
always with my CIMC
family.

Srawani Saha
Cultural Co-ordinator

My experience with
CIMC has been life
altering. I don’t remember
the last time when I was
sitting idle. It has been a
hell lot of work but I
thoroughly enjoyed every
bit of it. With the
guidance of the excellent
faculty I have gained a
bag full of experiences
which I will take back
home with me.

CJMC has always
valued quality over
quantity. My heartfelt
wishes for my CIMC family.
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Mrittika Dey
(Batch of 2013 -15)
A perception from my
childhood about
Santiniketan was that it has
always attracted people
and have connected to
their souls. I am one of
them who had always
dreamt about being
connected. Visva-Bharati
made my dreams come true
and my prolonged stay in

the hostel there made my
life even more interesting.
Centre for Journalism and
Mass Communication was
my source of inspiration at
Santiniketan to enhance
my  academics  and
personality as well.
CIMC has been a
turning point in my
academics as it had given
me faculties beyond my
expectations. The
fascinating classes used to
keep me from the pain of
staying away from my
family and managing my
own self. My persona has
transformed and truly it was
a sensational journey at
CJMC where my abilities
and confidence has reached

its highest. Great was the
exposure provided by my
department and it has
helped all the way from
my first day to the last day
I’ve been to Visva-Bharati.

I was more than glad to
participate on the
International Conferences
and Workshops where I got
to show my knowledge and
skills. All the activities at
CJMC has incredibly
helped me learn and
empower my knowledge
towards good. I believe one
should learn to endure and
control oneself when in
pressure and the tedious
routines of the University,
though mostly cursed by
students, turns out to be a

learning for the future and
to sustain every difficult
situation we encounter.

All the esteemed
faculties are extremely good
and are idols for many. Dr.
Mausumi Bhattacharyya is
a phenomenal professor and
a mentor, she had guided
me throughout my tenure
and she still keeps on
encouraging me. Ms.
Sanhita Chatterjee and Prof.
(Dr.) Biplab Loho
Chowdhury are extremely
good at transforming a
student’s ordinary life into
a special one. Last but not
the least Sougata Samanta
and the awesome CJMCians
were the added incentives
from Visva-Bharati.

Guest Faculties

Snehasis Sur
Guest Faculty, Doordarshan

My association with CJIMC
of Visva-Bharati dates
back almost to its inception
or I can say much before
that. One of our fellow
journalists posted at
Bardhaman at that time
wanted me to prepare a
concept note for opening a
Journalism Department at
Visva-Bharati, which was
to be handed over to the
then Vice-Chancellor. I did
it with my professional as
well as academic
experience. However, I did
not know what happened

initially but heard that the
university decided to start
a course of Journalism.
After some months I got an
opportunity to go there to
take a couple of classes.
The present head Dr.
Mausumi Bhattacharya
coordinated with me.

I still remember the
very first day of my class
at the Indira Gandhi Centre
for National Integration
Building. After all it was
Visva-Bharati at
Santiniketan. Though I was
teaching as a Guest faculty
in Kolkata, Jadavpur and
Bardhaman Universities by
that time, I was highly
thrilled to have got an
opportunity to be
associated with Gurudev’s
Visva-Bharati. 1 still
remember how the evening
rain added to my enjoyable
experience.

I have been going there

almost every year and have
seen how the Centre and
the Department grew step
by step. Once what started
with a modest approach
became a full fledged
Department of Mass
Communication with
almost all the facilities
required to train a
communicator in any field
of communication. I have
gone there in connection
with many seminars and
workshops also. I must
appreciate the seriousness
of the students and their
involvement and
participation in organising
the seminars. The sense of
belonging which I found
among the students was
really a matter of pride for
the institution and calls for
appreciation. Among other
things I also loved taking
classes under a tree in the
open field, which is very

traditional there in
Santiniketan.

Let me also express that
It gives me immense
happiness when I meet
former students of this
department, whom I might
have taught in a couple of
classes, in their acclaimed
positions  either in
profession or in academics.
This is the greatest
satisfaction a teacher gets
in his life.

Whatever I write on my
association with CJMC,
VB, it can not go without
mentioning of three of the
very bright former students
of the department who are
no more, Sandipta
Chatterjee, Anamika Dutta
and Debi Choudhury. Their
memories will always be
with all of us.

I wish the CIMC family
much more success in the
days to come.

Sunit Chakraborty
Guest Faculty, AIR

Communication in the

It was in early 2000 when
the then Vice-Chancellor
Prof. Dilip Sinha one day
called me at his residence at
Santiniketan after taking
over new responsibilities as
Vice-Chancellor of Visva-
Bharati. Prof. Sinha told me
that UGC had suggested
opening a
Journalism
University, we started the

course in
and Mass

ground work along with the Deputy Registrar Mr.
Mukherjee and some other including Mr. Chandranth
Bannerjee and Satya Sain, two local popular
journalists. There were some initial problems to run
the show as no permanent posting of any teacher in
the department was available. However, by god’s grace
a young lady who after completion of her M.A. course
from the University of Calcutta offered her service to
work as a coordinator despite the fact that the
honorarium for the job was too meager. The lady who
came as a saviour was no other than Madam Mausumi
Bhattacharyya. Her joining in the department bought
a total change which had an electrifying effort all
around, sacrificing all her comfort and security, Madam
Bhattacharyya took the job too seriously which bought
about a total facelift of the department. Within a very

short period of time we decided that the diploma
course should be changed in a full fledged P.G degree
course side by side an offer was made to the passed
out diploma students of the first batch to join in the
Bridge course for a year and thus, to complete their

M.A course.
Since then there was

no looking back. CIMC

gradually established itself and curved its own position
in the academics circle of the university simultaneously.
It could spread its name in other parts of the state and
beyond. Students started coming in from many other
states and countries to join in this department. There
were students from china and other countries too.
Meanwhile the post of some permanent academicians
have also been sanctioned over the years and today
the Centre has gained its strength and ability to
present it as one of the vibrant academic activity of
Visva-Bharati. I must give credit to this success to the
authorities of Visva-Bharati , the teaching attached to
the Centre particularly to the tireless work of madam
Mausumi Bhattacharyya who, throughout these years
put her best of abilities and involvement to make the
Centre up glowing. I must also give credit to
Chandranath Banerjee and Mahadev babu who
remained as a pole star since the inception of this
Centre. Lastly, it is my hope and pray that the CIMC,
Visva-Bharati will continue to maintain its magical
success in the coming years too.
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