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The following extract from the second essay Vidyasagar Charit, included in Rabindranath Tagore’s
Charitrapuja, is extremely relevant to contemporary society at large and Visva-Bharati in
particular:

He received betrayal from those he had helped and was never granted an iota of cooperation from
them. Every single day he realised that we begin, but never conclude our efforts; display pomp but
do no actual work. What we celebrate we do not believe, that we believe we never fulfil. We can
write volumes of rhetoric, but never display even a bit of self-sacrifice. We are content to exhibit our
pride, without attempting to generate capability. We expect others to do our work, yet always
criticise their faults. We are proud in imitating others and consider their favours as tokens of respect.
Our politics is deceptive and the chief aim of our life is to be overwhelmed by our pretentious self-
praise.

Source: Tagore, Rabindranath. Charitrapuja. Kolkata: Visva-Bharati, 1907. rpt. 2000. p. 40.



