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M. A. Examination, 2023
Semester - 11
Comparative Literature
Paper — CL/MA/Core 5
Comparative Literature Methodology 11

(For Regular and Back Candidates)
Full Marks:

(Questions are of value as indicated in the margin)

I. Write short notes on any four of (he following: axd4 20
a. Jutra
b. European impact on the *Desi’ stage
¢.  Sakuntala and Miranda
d.  Rabindranath’s translation ol Shakespeare
e. Aestizaje
f. Cuban revolution
2. Amswer any one of the following: LOX =16
a. Reading and staging Shakespeare in colonial Bengal can be seen as an act of “upward
mobility of  class' for a group of  select English-educated
urban hhadraloks whose theatre practices neither impacted the wider audience of
Bengal in the 19th century. nor the contemporary theatrical scenario. Respond 1o the
statement with references to the essays you have read in your syllabus.
b. Jauss theory of literary reception broke new ground in conceptualising literary

(98]

.

b.

Answer any one of the following:

history within collaborative relationship between the “writer™. “text” and ‘reader”. Do
you agree? Substantiate your argument with relerence to the essays and literary texts
in your syllabus.

HOXT 10

Explain the major ditferences between the reeeption o 7he Tempest in Bengal and

Latn America.
Bascd on your reading of José Frique Rodo and Roberto Fernanders Retanmar
essays. explain why Retamar chose Caliban as the representative of Latin Americ ..

instead of Ariel.



M.A. Examination, 2023
Semester- I1
Comparative Literature
CL/MA/Core 6
Language Course: 1I

(Sanskrit)
Time: 3 Hours Full Marks: 40

All questions are of value as indicated in the margin
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L. He sings a song.
II. My friends eat fruits.

III.Shyam goes to the school by cycle.
IV.  Ravi gives money to the poor.
V. The lion lives in the forest.

VI. 1know him
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I. First Conjugation
II. Second Conjugation

III.Sixth Conjugation

VI. A=A

1x5=5

1x5=5

1x5=5
V. T3
5x2= 10



M. A. Examination, 2023
Semester — 11
Comparative Literature
Paper — CL/MA/Core 7
Approaches to Literature II
(For Regular and Back Candidates)

Time: 3 Hours Full Marks: 40
(Questions are of value as indicated in the margin)

1. Write short notes on any four of the following: 5X4=20
a. History of Kamiriithu Community Education and Cultural Centre
b. The Mau Mau Movement
¢. Bangalore Nagaratnamma's Prologue to Radhika Santwanam
d. Popol Vuh
e. Theatre activism of Budhan Theatre
f. Nativism

2. Answer any one of the following: 10X1=10

a. How does ‘the Rigoberta Menchii controversy® help in defining the
genre festimonio? Explain with references to the text.

b. What is the politics of ‘gendering the act of writing’ in the Indigenous context of an
ex- British colony like India? Substantiate your views with at least two suitable
references to the genre-codes in your syllabus.

3. Answer any one of the following: 10X1=10

a. Ngiigi wa Thiong'o situates language at the centre of discussion to understand the
contexts of imperialism and resistance to imperialism, decolonisation and self -
determination. Assess the statement with reference to the text in your syllabus.

b. Adivasi writers are challenging the notion of ‘sahitya’ through their writings.

Substantiate your views with reference to Kahani Meri Tumhari.



M.A. Examination, 2023
Semester II
Comparative Literature
Paper: CL/MA/Core 8
(Translation Studies)

For Regular & Back Candidates

Time: 3 hours Full Marks: 40

I

Questions are of value as indicated in the margin.

Briefly explain the relevance of any four of the following concepts in Translation Studies:
4x5=20
a) Domestication and Foreignisation

b) Various types of translation described by Goethe
¢) Transcreation

d) Readability and Fidelity
e) Original Text vs. Source Text
f) Equivalence

Answer any one of the following questions: Ix10=10

a) Why is it important to distinguish between translation as a linguistic act and
translation as a political act? Answer with references to the texts in this course.

b) With specific textual examples, explain the relevance of Translation Studies in the
field of Comparative Literature.

Answer any one of the following questions: Ix10=10

a) Explain Walter Benjamin’s idea of ‘translatability’. Do you think translatability is an
important factor in intra- as well as inter-semiotic translation? Explain with reasons.

b) What does Lawrence Venuti mean by ‘invisibility’? Why is it necessary for the
translator to be visible?



M.A. Examination, 2024
Semester 11
Comparative Literature

Paper: CL/MA/Core S
(Comparative Literature Methodology ID)

For Regular & Back Candidates
Time: 3 hours Full Marks: 40

Questions are of value as indicated in the margin.

1. Write short notes on any four of the following: 5X4=20
a. Arielismo
b. “The Noble Savage”
¢. Prospero and the idea of ‘colonial capital’
d. Literary fortunes |
e. Negritude Movement and Shakespeare’s Caliban
f. Reception of Shakespearean tragedies in Bangla

2. Answer any one of the following: - 10X1=10
a. Shakespeare’s individual talent in absorbing elements of collective memory (both
literary and extra-literary) made the reception of his performance texts more complex
and layered. Respond to the statement with suitable examples from the essays and
plays you have read.
b. By using the ideas of ‘horizon of expectation’ and ‘horizontal change’, Hans Robert
Jauss explained the process by which a new genre emerges in a given literary system.

Assess this statement with reference to the texts you have read.

3. Answer any one of the following: 10X1=10

a. The popularity of Shakespeare in India was mediated through the agencies of colonial
pedagogy. Explain with reference to the essays you have read.

b. What are the major factors which impacted José Enrique Rédo and Roberto
Fernandez Retamar’s different reception of Shakespeare’s The Tempest? Substantiate

your argument with close reference to the texis.



MA Examination, 2024
Semester II
Comparative Literature
Paper: CL/MA/Core- 6
Language Course: 1I (Assamese)

Time 3 Hours Marks 40

(Questions are of value as indicated in the margin)
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M.A. Examination, 2024
~ Semester- 11
Comparative Literature
CL/MA/Core 6
Language Course: 11

(Sanskrit)
Time: 3 Hours | Full Marks: 40
All questions are of value as indicated in the margin
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|. Sanskrit is the oldest of the languages In the world. Tt is the
embodiment and torchbearer of the Indian civilisation. The two great
epics, the Ramayana and the Mahabharata, are composed in this very
languages. It is the mother of the principal Indian languages. 50 this

language must be learnt.



Il. There is a beautiful garden. There are many trees and creepers in the

garden. In the trees and creepers, there are charming flowers. There bees

hum sweetly. By the cooing of the cuckoos, the spring is everpresent
there.
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I. 2nd Conjugation
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M.A. Examination, 2024
Semester - 11

Comparative Literature

Paper - CL/MA/Core 6
Language Course - II (Tamil)
" Time-3 Hours | Full Marks - 40

(Questions are of value as indicated in the margin)

Answer any four of the following questions.. ' 5SX4=20

1. Write a short note on the South Dravidian language family.

2. What is the basic structure of a simple Tamil sentence? Explain with an
~ example.

3. What 1s a pure Tamil word? How are Sanskrit words used in Tamil sentences?
4. Explain the significance of Tinai concept in Sangam literature.
5. Write a short note on Present Tense Markers in the Tamil language.

Answer any two of the following questions. 10X2=20

6. Discuss the position of Tamil among Indian languages, emphasizing its unique
‘characteristics within the Dravidian language family.

7. Write an essay on spoken Tamil.
8. Analyse the role of pure and borrowed Tamil words in contemporary Tamil :

literature and communication. How do these elements reflect Tamil culture and
identity?



M.A. Examination, 2024
Semester I
Comparative Literature

Paper: CL/MA/Core 7
(Approaches to Literature 1I)

For Regular & Back Candidates

Time: 3 hours | | Full Marks: 40

Questions are of value as indicated in the margin.

1. Write short notes on any four of the following. 5x4=20

a) Indigeneity and Feminist scholarship

b) ‘Quest motif® in Literatures of Africa

c) Self narrative |

d) Narrator in Fagunwa’s Forest of a Thousand Daemons: A Hunter’s Saga

e) Literary historiography and caste system in India

f) Relationship of land, labour and capital in the British colonies

2. Answer any one of the following questions:. 10x1=10

a) Both Lee Maracle and Linda Tuhiwai Smith promote forms of Indigenous
sovereignty in their writings on decolonisation. Respond to the statement with
adequate textual references. .

b) Disparity in the educational attainment of several castes in India is the primary
concern for any literary historian who is trying to understand the lapses in
representations. Comment with suitable references to the essays you have read.

3. Answer any one of the following questions: 10x1=10

a) Discuss how historical perspectives of gender explain the relations between gender

stereotypes, power and authority. Substantiate your answer with relevant examples.
b) In his essay “The Language of African Theatre”, Ngugi demonstrated how the acts of
‘writing a play’, ‘writing History’ and ‘writing counter history’ are interrelated. Do

you agree? Discuss with close reference to the essay.



M.A. Examination, 2024
Semester 11
Comparative Literature

Paper: CL/MA/Core 8
(Translation Studies)

For Regular & Back Candidates

Time: 3 hours Full Marks: 40

Questions are of value as indicated in the margin.

1. Briefly explain any four of the following concepts and their relevance in Translation
Studies: 4x5=20

a)

Translation as a philosophical act

b) ‘Afterlife’

¢) Translator’s invisibility

d) Translation in a coionial context

e) Translation as reception

f) Inter-semiotic translation

2. Answer any one of the following questions: 1x10=10

a) Would you agree with Sujit Mukherjee’s argument on the different processes of
translations required for ancient, medieval, and modern texts? Answer with textual
examples.

b) Do you think the classification of translation and the role of a translator as described
by John Dryden in his essay can aid in producing a ‘good’ translation? Answer by
citing examples from essays you have studied in this course.

3. Answer any one of the following questions: 1x10=10

a) Would you subscribe to the view that poetry and prose pose very different challenges
to a translator? Justify your answer with suitable examples.

b) Translation is an activity that essentially blurs the lines between Author, Transiator

and Reader. Would you agree? Explain your response with textual examples.
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Time: 3 Hours
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M. A. Examination, 2025
Semester — IT
Comparative Literature
Paper — CL/MA/Core 5
(Comparative Literature Methodology II)

Full Marks: 40

(Questions are of value as indicated in the margin)

Write short notes on any four of the following: 5X4=20
Prachin Sahitya

Translation and literary fortune

Rabindranath’s Kalidasa

Inherited traditions

Reception of Meghdutam in Bangla literature

Longue durée
Answer any one of the following: 10X1=10

The relationship between a literary work and its reader is mediated by extra-literary

factors. Do you agree? Comment with suitable examples.
Rabindranath’s reception of ‘The Mad Lover’ is not restricted to his lyrical quest only.
Comment on the statement with suitable textual references.

Answer any one of the following: 10X1=10

The reception aesthetics of a colonial subject is shaped by her/his training in colonial
pedagogy. Comment on the statement with reference to the essays you have read in your

syllabus. w .
How doesJauss combine Marxism and Formalism as conceptual frameworks in his
theory of ré\ception? Discuss with references to the essays in your syllabus.



MA Examination, 2025
Semester 11
Comparative Literature
Paper: CL/MA/Core- 6
Language Course II (Assamése)

Time: 3 Hours Full Marks: 40

(Questions are of value as indicated in the margin)
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M.A. Examination, 2025
Semester -ll
Comparative Literature
Paper — CL/MA/Core 6
Language Course- Il (Sanskrit)

(For regular and back candidates)
Time: 3 Hours Full Marks: 40

Questions are of value as indicated in the margin
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1. Water is the most important element in this world. It is
necessary for plants and animals. Rain is the main source of




water on Earth. Water is used for drinking, cooking,
Ho bathing, etc. It is said that water is life. Therefore, we should
never waste water. We must also conserve rainwater.

2. Mahatma Gandhi is called the Father of our Nation. His full
name is Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi. People gave him
the title of Mahatma. He was born in Porbandar in Gujarat.
His main principle was ‘Ahimsa is the greatest virtue’. His
two important movements were Satyagraha and Non-
Cooperation. He has a great contribution in the Indian
Independence movement.
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b)

ML.A. Examination, 2025
Semester -II
Comparative Literature
Paper — CL/MA/Core 7
(Approaches to Literature II)

Time: 3 Hours Full Marks: 40

Questions are of value as indicated in the margin

1. Write short notes on any four of the following: 5x4=20

a) Decolonising the literary space

b) Historicising indigeneity in the former colonies

c) CTA 1871 and the ‘Post Colonial’ in Indian academia
d) Writing literary history in the British colonies

e) Ladinos

f) Altiplano

2. Answer any one of the following questions: 10x1=10

The literary merits of texts produced by 'post colonial' authors are determined by a capitalist
publication industry run by Anglophiles. Do you agree? Give adequate textual references to
substantiate your views.

Ngugi wa Thiong’o started writing in Gikuyu in post-independence Kenya. How will you
critically evaluate his ideological perspective keeping in mind the ongoing language debate in
erstwhile colonies? Comment with suitable examples.

3. Answer any one of the following questions: 10X1=10

How do Indian women writers use categories such as gender and caste to reinterpret Puranic
narratives? Discuss with suitable examples from the short stories you have read in your

syllabus.

I, Rigoberta Menchu, opens with Rigoberta's claim that "This is my testimony", and then she
adds, "My story is the story of all poor Guatemalans." Do you think these two claims are

contradictory? Give reasons for your answer.



M.A. Examination, 2025
Semester I1
Comparative Literature
Paper: CL/MA/Core 8
(Translation Studies)

Time: 3 hours Full Marks: 40

Questions are of value as indicated in the margin

1. Briefly explain the significance of any four of the following concepts in the field of
Translations Studies: 5x4=20

a) Semiotics and Translation

b) Challenges of translating ancient texts
c) Translation as an intermediary

d) Politics of domestication

e) Translator as critic

f) Translating poetry

2. Answer any one of the following questions: - 10x1=10

a) How does knowledge of various theories related to translation aid the act of
translation? Explain with examples.
b) With textual references, elaborate the connection between readability and translation.

3. Answer any one of the following questions: 10x1=10

. a) Would you agree with the view that translation is an act of violence? Substantiate
your answer with examples.
b) Do you think reading a translated text require any specific preparation or knowledge
on the part of the reader? Answer with reference to the texts you have read.



