M.A. Examination 2025
Semester IV
Japanese
Paper J 13
(Japanese Cultural Concepts)

Time: Three Hours Full Marks: 40
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M.A. Examination 2025
Semester — 1V
Japanese
Paper J - 14
Contemporary Japanese Society-I1

Time: Three Hours Full Marks: 40

Questions are of value as indicated in the margin.
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M.A. Examination 2025
Semester — IV
Japanese
- Paper J - 15
(Technical Translation)
Time: Three Hours Full Marks: 40

Questions are of the value as indicated in the margin.
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3. OMIMALI is a meeting in which a man and a woman wishing to marry have an opportunity to meet as

possible partners. It is held in the presence of a third person called a NAKODO who arranges the
Omimai. The Nakodo is generally a person who has many acquaintances and enjoys helping marry.
In old times, it is not unusual that a marriage depended more upon the family circumstances than the
individual will. Therefore, the Omiai was just ceremonial in those days. Nowadays, it is considered a
prerequisite for marriage, to learn more about the partner by dating many times, if one has a
favourable impression of the partner at the Omimai. Recently some companies arrange Omimai as
their business. The popular ones among the computer generation are those having computer systems

where they claim to find just the right partner to satisfy the requested conditions of the registered

members.
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I was born in Malaysia, which is a multi-ethnic nation, and so I grew up among a mixture of different
cultures and race. When | first learned about Japanese culture, [ was interested in uniqueness of this
monoracial culture. Traditional flower arrangement, the tea ceremony, gardens, castle town houses---
everything seems so precise, as if measured out with a yard stick. I felt as if I were looking at a
picture in a frame. However, when I married a Japanese man and actually began living in this culture,
[ found it difficult. There were many rules set by tradition, and I had to make many adjustments to
adapt to my surroundings. Not too long after we got married, a memorial service was held in our
home. Several relatives were staying with us overnight, and I was very nervous. First [ greeted the

guest, kneeling and bowing with three fingers on floor.
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