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On November 20, 2025 Centre for Comparative Literature  Bhasha Bhavana, Visva-Bharati organised a book discussion on Children’s Literature. This book discussion is part of activities of the “Grantha Carca”, the book club of the Centre. 

The discussion began with the question of what should be the basis of categorising certain literary texts under specific classifications and how this issue could be looked at critically. Prachi Tanaya Dash from M.A. first year talked about how the perception of ‘children’s literature’ might change with time through the texts of The Little Prince (1943), written by Antoine De Saint-Exupery and The Tale of Princess Kaguya which is generally considered as a Japanese ‘fairy tale’. She pointed out how texts that are considered ‘children’s literature’ can also give glimpses of the world politics as well as the socio-economic conditions to an ‘adult’ reader. Suparna Mondal, PhD scholar of the Centre discussed “Bimalar Oviman”, a Bengali poem by Nabakrishna Bhattacharya. She explained that this poem depicts a story of a girl child named Bimala who complains to her mother about the privileges her brother is given over her, noting how children are expected to conform to specific gender-roles from a very young age. Shinjini Shinha from M.A I talked about the novel Binnir Khoi Lal Batasa, by Atin Bandopadhyay. She explained her understanding of the book and how she perceived the book as a child and how it has changed as an adult. The other students also engaged in a lively discussion about the ‘didactic’ aspects of children’s literature, and the representation of ‘underprivileged’ children in literature, namely gypsy children in Enid Blyton’s works. “The Story of the Match Girl” by Hans Andersen was brought up to encourage the students to think about the role of religious ‘faith’ in children’s literature as well.
