M.A. Examination, 2024
Semester-1V
Comparative Literature
Paper- CL/MA/Core 12
Language Couse-IV (Sanskrit)

For Regulars and Back Candidates
Time — 3 Hours - -+ Full Marks: 40
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Semester - |V
Comparative Literature
Course: CL/MA/ Core 12
Language Course IV =Tamil
(For Back Candidates Only)
Time: 3 hours Full Marks: 40
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M.A. Examination, 2024
! Semester-1V
Comparative Literature
Paper- CL/MA/Option 2
(X: Literatures of Latin America)

Time: 3 Hours Full Marks: 40

Questions are of value as indicated in the margin

. oo . . . : .M
1. Briefly explain any four of the following concepts: 5X4-20

a) The pre-colonial literatures of Latin America
b) Bartolome de las Casas and the history of the Conquest

¢) The Ball Game

d) Hunahpu and Xbalanque

e) Lo real maravilloso and magic(al) realism
f) La Malinche

10x1=10

2. Answer any one of the following questions:

a) Explain how a course on “Literatures of Latin America™ contributes to your
p Yy

understanding of Comparative Literature.
b) Explain Roberto Gonzales Echevarria’s comment, “It was not until the late eighteenth

and early nineteenth centuries. .. that it became possible to conceive of a Spanish
American literature...”.

- 3. Answer any one of the following questions: ‘ 10x1-10

a) Why. do you think. Machado de Assis narrated the memories of Braz Cubas
posthumously? Answer with direct reference to Epitaph of a Small Winner.

b) Chronicle of u Death Foretold has been described as “a simple narrative so charged
with irony that it has the autl{ority of political fable™. Would you agree with this
description? Discuss critically.



M.A. Examination, 2024
Comparative Literaturce
Semester-1V
Course-CL/MA/ Option 2

: (XV: Comics)

Full Marks: 40

Time: Three Hours

Questions are of valuc as indicated in the margin.

1. Write short notes on any four of the followin'g: 5x4=20
a. Comics as Sequential Art
b. Bilingualism in Bangla Comics
c. Performativity and Comics
d. Various types of Transitions in Comics
e. Comics and Cartoons
f Manga
10x1=10

2. Answer any one of the following:

a.

3. Answer any one of the following:

The growing popularity of Comics as a genre across reading cultures is related to
leisure, class and capital as conceptual categories that are used by scholars to
analyse literary productions. Comment with suitable references to the comics you

have read.
Do you think comp
through which one can problematise Euroc

Substantiate with appropriate textual examples.

arative literary methodology can be a useful reading practice
entric approach in Comics Studies?

10x1=10

reated a ‘nationalist history and its

a. The Amar Chitra Katha series has ¢
e with

dominant stereotypes’ within the rubric of the comic form. Do you agre

the statement? Answer with relevant examples.

b. Discuss how Narayan Debnath was influenced by ‘Western’ comics to

generate his own narratives and characters in Bangla comics.



M.A. Examination, 2024
Semester-1V
Comparative Literature
Paper- CL/MA/Option 3
(VIII: Literature and New Media)

(For Back Candidates Only)

Time: 3 Hours Full Marks: 40

Questions are of value as indicated in the margin

1. Briefly explain any four of the following concepts: 5x4=20

a) Webzines

b) Born-digital texts
¢) End user

d) Hypertext

e) Multimodality
f) Digital divide

2. Answer any one of the following questions: 10x1=10

a) What is the importance of the concept of “new media” in literary studies?
Substantiate your answer with textual examples.

b) Do you think interactivity is a feature of digital texts only? Explain your answer
with suitable examples.

3. Answer any one of the following questions: 10x1=10

a) Elucidate how digitization has changed the concept of archive, using adequate
references to the essays you have read.

b) Do you think any “poetic skill” is necessary to generate poems online? Elaborate with
examples.



M.A. Examination 2024
Comparative Literature
Semester — 1V
Course-CL/MA/ Option 3
(X1V: Detective Fictions)

Time-Three Hours Full Marks-40

Questions arc of value as indicated in the margin.

1. Write short notes on any four of the following. 5x4=20
a. Female protagonist in Bangla detective fiction
b. Narrator in The Pledge
c. Narrative pattern of suspense novel
d. Women in soft-boiled and hard-boiled detective fictions
e. Crime fiction as world literature
f. Detective Matthai
10x1=10

2. Answer any one of the following.

“the masterpiece of popular literature is precisely the book

a. According to Todorov,
e bears out this

which best fits its genre”. Do you think detective fiction as a genr
claim? Comment with references to the texts in your syllabus.

b. Discuss how detective fiction as a genre uses diverse geographical locations as its
plot device to bring together the different vernacular, national and cultural
contexts in front of a global audience. Substantiate your answer with relevant

literary examples.

3. Answer any one of the following. 10x1=10

a. In The Mandala of Sherlock Holmes, Jamyang Norbu’s narrative brings together
fictional worlds of Arthur Conan Doyle and Rudyard Kipling to connect British
India and contemporary Tibet. Critically evaluate the above statement with

adequate textual references. .
b. Discuss how race and class issues are located and problematised in Mukoma wa

Ngugi’s Nairobi Heat. Answer with relevant textual examples.



M.A. Examination, 2024
Semester — 1V
Comparative Literature
Paper — CL/MA/Option 3
(XX: Popular Fiction)

Time: 3 Hours Full Marks: 40

(Questions are of value as indicated in the margin)

1. Write short notes on any four of the following: 5x4 =20

a) Plot and Tale

b) Canon and Popular

c) Consumer and Culture Industry

d) Residual and Emergent

e) Gender in popular story telling

f) Politics of film adaptation of popular texts
g) Body politics in Mrs Funny Bones

2. Answer any one of the following: 10x1 =10

a) How does Rick Riordan create his narrative framework by reimagining ancient Egyptian
myths and reorganizing literary motifs and themes? Answer with references to the texts

you have read.

b) The White Tiger demystifies the trials and tribulations of a global desi entrapped in the
privileges of an urban cityscape. Comment with suitable references to the texts you have

read.

3. Answer any one of the following: 10x1 =10

a) What is the politics of incorporating and reading the ‘popular’ in Comparative Literature
courses? Comment with reference to the essays you have read.

b) Sudha Murthy and Twinkle Khanna deal with gender and class within the domain of the
‘popular’ from their respective class privileges. Comment with close reference to the

texts you have read.



MA Examination, 2025
Semester IV
Comparative Literature
Paper: CL/MA/Core- 12
Language Course: IV (Assamese)
Time: 3 Hours Full Marks 40

(Questions are of value as indicated in the margin)
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M.A. Examination, 2025 |
Semester-IV
Comparative Literature
Paper- CL/MA/Core 12
Language Couse-IV (Sanskrit)
(For Regular and Back Candidates)

Time — 3 Hours * Full Marks: 40

(Questions are of value as indicated in the margin)
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M.A Examination, 2025
Semester — IV
Comparative Literature
Paper — CL/MA/Core 12
Language Course — IV (Tamil)

For Regular and Back Candidates

3 Hours | ‘Full Marks — 40

* (Questions are of value as indicated in the margin)
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Boudica

Have you heard of Boudica? She was queen of the Iceni, a tribe of people who lived 1n eastern

- England, in Britain, almost 2,000 years ago.

Boudica was tall, with very long red hair, and wore a gold necklace and a beautiful brooch. She
was very intefligent, and had probably been to 'warrior school’ so she knew how to fight.

By AD 43, the Romans had conquered southern England. At first, they allowed Boudica and
her husband to continue to rule. But when Boudica's husband died, the Romans took all his land
and property. They decided to rule the Iceni and they treated them very badly. So, in AD 60 or
61, Boudica and the Iceni rebelled against the Romans, together with other tribes who were
also treated badly by the Romans.

Boudica and her large army defeated one Roman army and destroyed the capital of Roman
Britain, Colchester. In Colchester she destroyed the temple built for Emperor Claudius. They
also destroyed two more cities. Many people died.

Now I am fighting for my freedom. We must win this battle or die. Let the men live as slaves
if they want. I will not!" - ~

Finally, Boudica and her army were defeated. The surviving Iceni people; ran away, or were
turned into slaves. Boudica probably killed herself with poison—her body has never been found.

1




The rebeﬂion was so shocking to Emperor Nero, the ruler of the Roman Empire, that he wanted

to withdraw from Britain!

s occupied Britain for over 350 years more. But they also treated the

ed lower taxes.

- Boudica has been an inspiration to other female leaders such as Flizabeth T and Queen Victoria. \
Her rebellion was oné of the most significant against the Roman Empire. Now, Boudica 1is |

remembered as one of Britain's greatest heroines.

In the end, the Roman
British people more fairly and introduc
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M. A. Examination, 2025
Semester IV

Comparative Literature
Paper-CL/MA/Option 2 (XII)
(Literatures of Africa)

Time: 3 hrs | | Full Marks: 40

(Questions are of value as indicated in the margin)

1. Briefly explain any four of the following concepts: - 5x4=20

a) Assimilation policy in Lusophone Africa

b) The Old Man and the Old Woman in Anowa

¢) Narrator of “The Doum Tree of Wad Hamid”

d) Beatrice

e) “An Image of Africa”

f) The Young Man from the short story “The Bridegroom”

2. Answer any one of the following questibns: - 10x1=10

a) Frantz Fanon in his essay envisions an idea of a ‘national culture’ that moves beyond
continental and racial identities and is forged out of anticolonial struggles. Assess this
statement with reference to the essay in your syllabus.

b) Discuss how Ngugi wa Thiong’o’s views on language and education are relevant not
only to African contexts, but equally to other erstwhile colonies. Answer with
reference to his writings.

3. Answer any one of the following questions: 10x1=10

-a) So Long a Letter is a narrative where personal and collective identities are constituted
through intersecting categories such as race, class, gender and religion. Respond with
reference to the text.

b) What has been often understood as ‘fantastic’ is an integral part of world building in
African epic narratives. Comment with adequate textual examples.



M.A. Examination, 2025
Semester IV
Comparative Literature
CL/MA/Option 2 (X)
(Literatures of Latin America)

Time: 3 hours |  Full Marks: 40

(Questions are of value as indicated in the margin) |

. Briefly explain any four of the following concepts: | Sx4=20)

Latin America |

Pedro Henriquez-Urefia’s Literary Currents of Hispanic America
Popol Vuh | |

Quincas Borba

The motif of solitude in Latin American literatures

Language politics in Latin America

Answer any one of the following questions: | 10x1=10

a) - With reference to the essays you have read, explain the necessity of chronology in
writing history of literature. |

b) ‘Ofthe many dangers an historian of literature risks, two are quite serious: that of
specializing in the study of isolated great books, and that of specializing in the study
of the circumstances under which those books were written.” Comment on the
statement.

Answer any one of the following questions: 10x1=10

a) Why do you think the dead narrator is a recurrent motif in Latin American
fictions? Answer with textual references.

b) How did Alejo Carpentier conceptualise “lo real maravilloso”? What is the
significance of this concept in understanding the literatures of Latin America?
Substantiate your answer with examples.



ML.A. Examination, 2025
Comparative Literature
| Semester - [V
CL/MA/Option 3 (XIV)
(Detective Fictions)

Time: 3 Hours | | Full Marks: 40

L

2,

Questions are of value as indicated in the margin.

Write short notes on any four of the following: 5X4=20

d.

a. The sidekick in detective fiction
b. Nancy Drew as product of pop culture

~¢. Women of colour as female detectives

d. Detective Kusanagi
e. Narrative pattern of a thriller
f. Sir Digindranarayan

Answer any one of the following: | - 10X1=10

Structurally, detective fiction is a narrative written by the criminal and rearranged
and reinterpreted by the detective. Do you agree with this assessment of the
genre? Comment with reference to the essays and texts in your syllabus.

From a socio-economic perspective, the plot of detective fiction can be viewed as
a demonstration of ‘bourgeois class values’. Discuss your understanding of the
statement with suitable literary examples o

3. Answer any one of the following: 10X1=10

d.

Discuss how Friedrich Durrenmatt’s The Pledge can be read as a critique of the
narrative premises essential to detective fiction as a genre. Substantiate your
response with relevant examples from the text. Critically evaluate the above
statement with adequate textual references.

Do you think Mukoma wa Ngugi’s Nairobi Heat is a conversation between
colonial history and the contemporary socio-cultural milieu represented in the
novel. Argue with relevant textual examples.



M.A. Examination, 2025
Comparative Literature
Semester - [V
CL/MA/Option 3 (XX)
(Popular Fiction)

Time: 3 Hours | Full Marks: 40

1.

2.

Questions are of value as indicated in the margin.

Write short notes on any four of the following. 5x4=20
a. Cultural Capital
b. Mass and Pop Culture
¢. Fantasy Fiction
d Itihasa
e. Popular representation of caste in Indian media
f. Trivia

Answer any one of the following. | 10x1=10

a. The representation of ‘heroism’ in popular culture often creates an environment
conducive to fascism. Do you agree with the statement? Argue with reference to
the essays and novels you have read. .

b. How do the popular modes of representation repurpose motifs from the epic
traditions to establish a critique of contemporary times? Respond with suitable
examples from the texts you have read.

3. Answer any one of the following. | 10x1=10

a. What is the role of the market in the production and reception of Popular Fiction
in the Indian context? Substantiate your answer with suitable examples trom the
texts you have read.

b. Literary historiography is a narrative of the multiple intersections of the canon,

popular, trivia and the several emerging trends in literary representations.
Comment on the statement with close reference to The White Tiger.




M.A. Examination, 2026
Semester IV
Comparative Literature
Paper: CL/MA/Core- 12
Language Course: IV (Assamese)
Time: 3 Hours Full Marks 40
(Questions are of value as indicated in the margin)
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M.A. Examination, 2026
Semester-1V
Comparative Literature
Paper- CL/MA/Core 12
Language Couse-1V (Sanskrit)
(For Regular and Back Candidates)

Time — 3 Hours Full Marks: 40

(Questions are of value as indicated in the margin)
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M.A. Examination, 2026
Comparative Literature
Semester-1V
Course-CL/MA/Option 2 (VII)

(Literature and the Other Arts)

Time-Three Hours Full Marks-40

Questions are of value as indicated in the margin.
Briefly explain any four of the following: 5x4=20

Svadhinabhartruka Nayika in “Kuru Yadu Nandana” choreographed by Guru
Kelucharan Mahapatra

Chandralekha’s Sarira as a feminist text

From Sadir to Bharatnatyam

Bala (1976) by Satyajit Ray

Badal Sircar’s theatre of synthesis

Reception of Peter Stephen Paul Brook’s works in contemporary theatre practices
in India

Answer any one of the following: 10X1=10

a) Explain the politics of Rabindranath’s dance form (anibandhya) with
reference to Natir Puja (1926).

b) Would you subscribe to the view that dance scholarship in India oscillates
between gyana and sadhana? Explain with reference to the texts you have read.

Answer any one of the following: 10X1=10

a) The "classical" revivalism of the dance traditions of India is affected by the
inherited anxieties of colonial subjects. Do you agree? Answer with reference
to the ‘transcultural politics® in the film text of Kalpana (1948).

b) What are the available methods of reading the ‘other arts’ for the students of
Comparative Literature in India? Substantiate your views with reference to
two art practices in Santiniketan.

1




M.A. Examination, 2026
Comparative Literature
Semester-1V
Course-CL/MA/ Option 2 (VIII)
(Literature and New Media)

Time: 3 Hours Full Marks: 40

a)
b)
©)
d)
€)

Questions are of value as indicated in the margin.

Briefly explain any four of the following concepts and their relevance to this cou(x;se:
5x4=2

Meta data

Reader

Born-digital texts

Webzines

Immersive fictions

Blog

Answer any one of following questions: 10x1=10

a) How does the Caliban moment collapse into the Machiavellian moment in the context
of New Media encounter? Answer with reference to Alan Liu's essay “Narratives of
New Media Encounter.” §

b) What are the problems of archiving the present, and how does New Media handle it?
Answer with reference to the essays you have read.

Answer any one of following questions: 10x1=10

a) Interactivity is usually regarded as an integral feature of New Media. Do you think
interactivity has been absent in Old Media? Substantiate with reference to the texts
you have read.

b) Does Comparative Literature facilitate the reading of born-digital texts in any way?
Elaborate your answer.




M.A. Examination 2026
Comparative Literature
Semester — 1V
Course: CL/MA/Option 3 (XX)
(Popular Fiction)

Time-Three Hours Full Marks-40

Questions are of value as indicated in the margin.

1. Write short notes on any four of the following: 5X4=20
a.. Significance of the title The White Tiger
b. ‘Popular’ and literary sociology
c¢. Pagla Dasu as a dystopian text
d. The idea of history in popular lyrics
e. Popular representation of gender binaries
f. Idea of genre in Mrs Funnybones

2. . Answer any ore of the following: 10X1=10

a. The popularity of novel as genre faded with the proliferation of other visual
media. Do you agree? Substantiate your argument with a close reading of the film
text The White Tiger.

b. How will you critically assess 'women's writing' as a category within the broader
rubric of popular fiction? Respond with relevant examples from the literary texts
in your syllabus.

3. Answer any one of the following: 10X1=10

a. Discuss how Adorno describes the culture industry as an outcome of
standardization and mass production.

b. The task of the literary historian is to identify the gaps in pedagogic discourse and
to incorporate the ‘popular’ as a legitimate source of literary history. Substantiate
your views with suitable reference to the texts by Sudha Murty and Twinkle
Khanna.
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M.A. Examination, 2026
Semester - IV
Comparative Literature
Course: CL/MA/Option 3 (XIV)
(Detective Fictions)

Time - Three Hours Full Marks - 40

Questions are of value as indicated in the margin
1. Write short notes on any four of the following. 5X4=20

The assistant in detective fiction

Narrative pattern of suspense novel and thriller
Dupin

Hard-boiled detective fiction

Jumelia

S.S.Van Dine’s rules of detective fiction

mo Ao o

2. Answer any one of the following. 10X1=10

a. Tzvetan Todorov describes detective fiction as combined narratives of crime and
detection. Critically reflect on his description of the genre with reference to the texts you
have read.

b. How in your opinion do Agatha Christie’s novels show sharp deviation from, and a close
| adherence to, the narrative structure of the classical detective novel? Answer with
relevant examples from the texts you have read.

a. Do you think that Ashapurna Devi offers a critique of the already established conventions
of Bangla detective fiction? Comment with reference to the texts in your syllabus.

b. How does the figure of the male detective in Bangla literature embody nationalist ideals
derived from a colonial ‘enlightenment’ mindset? Respond with suitable examples from
the texts you have read.

3. Answer any one of the following. 10x1=10



