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OBJECTIVES AND OUTCOMES OF THE UG PROGRAMME IN PHILOSOPHY

Comparative Religion Course seeks to introduce the students to understand the history,

concepts, texts, interpretative traditions, beliefs and practices of different religious traditions

jectives

of the world. It intends to impart the students with the knowledge of religions and religious
traditions from the ancient to modern times. Also, the emphasis has also been given to make
the students to deal with the contemporary ethical, ecological, and social issues in the light
of religious percepts and interpretations. Further, the students are expected to be well-versed
with the theoretical tools offered by social sciences for the study of religions. The study of
religions is expected to be in line with the upkeep and promotion of values enshrined in the

Constitution of India.

Programme Ob

The students of Comparative Religion Course are expected to have a basic and
comprehensive knowledge of the history, concepts, texts, interpretative traditions, beliefs and
practices of different religious traditions of the world, including some of the folk and tribal
religious traditions of India. It is expected that the students would be equipped to grasp the
knowledge systems of religions and religious traditions from the ancient to modern times in
their social and cultural settings. With the emphasis on how religions deal with the
contemporary ethical, ecological, and social issues, it is expected that the students would be
able to have an understanding of religions, using multi-disciplinary theoretical tools. The
study of religions is expected to be make the students to be the citizens of India who would

upkeep and promote the values enshrined in the Constitution of India.

Programme Outcomes
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GENERAL STRUCTURE OF SYLLABUS
Year Semester Paper Code Paper Name
MJCRO1 INTRODUCTION TO RELIGIONS OF INDIAN ORIGIN
Semester-| MJCRO2 INTRODUCTION TO RELIGIONS OF NON-INDIAN ORIGIN
SECCRO1 STUDY SKILLS
1st
MIJCRO3 CONCEPTUAL AND TEXTUAL STUDY: HINDUISM
Semester-ll MIJCRO4 CONCEPTUAL AND TEXTUAL STUDY: BUDDHISM
SECCRO02 RELIGION AND ETHICS
MIJCRO5 CONCEPTUAL AND TEXTUAL STUDY: JAINISM
Semester-lll MJCRO6 CONCEPTUAL AND TEXTUAL STUDY: CHRISTIANITY
SECCRO3 RELIGION AND ECOLOGY
znd
MIJCRO7 CONCEPTUAL AND TEXTUAL STUDY: ISLAM
Semester-IV MJCRO8 CONCEPTUAL AND TEXTUAL STUDY: SIKHISM
MJCRO9 PHILOSOPHY OF RELIGION
MIJCR10 CHINESE AND JAPANESE RELIGIONS
MIJCR11 ZOROASTRIANISM AND JUDAISM
Semester-V MJCR12 MYSTICISM IN RELIGIONS
MIJCR13 RELIGION AND SOCIETY
3rd
MIJCR14 RELIGION IN THE CONTEMPORARY WORLD
Semester-VI MIJCR15 INTER-RELIGIOUS UNDERSTANDING
MIJCR16 FOLK AND TRIBAL RELIGIONS
MIJCR17 SOCIOLOGY OF RELIGION
MIJCR18 PHENOMENOLOGY OF RELIGION
MIJCR19 SIGNIFICANT RELIGIOUS THEMES
RDCRO1 RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
MIJCR-O1A TEXTUAL STUDY: BUDDHA AND HIS DHAMMA
MJCR-O1B TEXTUAL STUDY: INDIAN ATHEISM
Semester-VII MJCR-01C TEXTUAL STUDY: PERIYAR: A STUDY ON POLITICAL ATHIESM
MJCR-O1D TEXTUAL STUDY: TH LIFE AND TEACHINGS OF SAINT RAMALINGA
MJCR-O1E TEXTUAL STUDY: THE POLLUTED GOD: A THEOLOGY OF THE UNBECOMING MESSIAH
MIJCR-O1F TEXTUAL STUDY: NARADA BHAKTI SUTRA
MIJCR-01G TEXTUAL STUDY: MAHABHARATA: SHANTI PARVA
MIJCR-O1H TEXTUAL STUDY: EARLY HISTROY OF THE VAISHNAVA FAITH (SANKARDEVA)
MJCR-0O1I TEXTUAL STUDY: QURAN AND HADITH (SELECTIONS)
MJCR20 PSYCHOLOGY OF RELIGION
4th MJCR21 ANTHROPOLOGY OF RELIGION
RDCRO2 REVIEW OF LITERATURE
RDCRO3 DISSERTATION
MIJCR-02A TEXTUAL STUDY: PROTESTANT ETHIC AND THE SPIRIT OF CAPITALISM
MJCR-02B TEXTUAL STUDY: MARX ON RELIGION
MJCR-02C TEXTUAL STUDY: PATTERNS IN COMPARATIVE RELIGION
MJCR-02D TEXTUAL STUDY: ENCOUNTERING GOD: A SPIRITUAL JOURNEY FROM BOZEMAN TO BANARAS
Semester-VIIl | MJCR-O2E TEXTUAL STUDY: WHAT ARE YOU DOING WITH LIFE?
MIJCR-O2F TEXTUAL STUDY: MAJMA-UL-BAHARAIN (DARA SUKHH)
MIJCR-03A TEXTUAL STUDY: FIDEL AND RELIGION
MIJCR-03B TEXTUAL STUDY: DOGMA OF CHRIST
MJCR-03C TEXTUAL STUDY: DIMENSIONS OF THE SACRED
MJCR-03D TEXTUAL STUDY: THE MADNESS OF THE SAINTS: ECSTATIC RELIGION IN BENGAL
MJCR-0O3E TEXTUAL STUDY: AGAINST THE MADNESS OF MANU
MJCR-O3F TEXTUAL STUDY: THIRUKKURAL: A MANAGEMENT TREASURE
MIJCR-03G TEXTUAL STUDY: FOUNDATIONS OF INDIAN CULTURE
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B.A. IN COMPARATIVE RELIGION

SEMESTER |
CouRse CoDE: MJCRO1 COURSE TITLE: INTRODUCTION TO RELIGIONS OF INDIAN ORIGIN
COURSE CREDIT: 4 ToTAL CONTACT HOURS: 72 TYPE OF COURSE: MAJOR
ToTAL AsSESSMENT MARKS: 100 | INTERNAL MARKs: 20 END SEMESTER MARKS: 80
COURSE OBJECTIVES:
1. TOINTRODUCE STUDENTS TO THE HISTORY AND BASIC CHARACTERISTICS OF RELIGIONS OF INDIAN ORIGIN.
2. TOINTRODUCE STUDENTS TO THE COMMON THEMES RUNNING THROUGH RELIGIONS OF INDIAN ORIGIN.
3. TOINTRODUCE STUDENTS TO THE DIFFERENCES IN RELIGIONS OF INDIAN ORIGIN.
4. TOINTRODUCE STUDENTS TO DIFFERENT INDIAN-ORIGIN RELIGIOUS COMMUNITIES AND THEIR WAYS OF LIFE.
COURSE OUTCOME:
1. Students will gain an idea of the basic characteristics of religions of Indian origin.

. STUDENTS WILL LEARN ABOUT SIMILARITIES AND DIFFERENCES IN RELIGION OF INDIAN ORIGIN.
. STUDENTS WILL LEARN TO STUDY INDIAN RELIGIONS IN A COMPARATIVE WAY WHICH WILL HONE THEIR ANALYTIC AND

SYNTHETIC CAPABILITIES.

. STUDENTS WILL LEARN TO REFLECT UPON RELIGIOUS LIFE AS LIVED BY INDIANS WITH DIFFERENT RELIGIOUS IDENTITIES

IN HARMONY AND CONFLICT.

SL.

No. CONTENT OF COURSE

. A BRIEF OVERVIEW OF HINDUISM IN INDIA: ANCIENT-MEDIEVAL-MODERN PERIODS

. A BRIEF OVERVIEW OF JAINISM IN INDIA: ANCIENT-MEDIEVAL-MODERN PERIODS

. A BRIEF OVERVIEW OF SIKHISM IN INDIA: FROM MEDIEVAL TO MODERN PERIOD

1
2
3. A BRIEF OVERVIEW OF BUDDHISM IN INDIA: ANCIENT-MEDIEVAL-MODERN PERIODS
4
5

. CONCEPTS OF DHARMA, DHYANA, KARMA AND REBIRTH AND OTHER COMMON THEMES IN RELIGIONS OF

INDIAN ORIGIN

6. CONCEPT oF Gob/ No Gob, GURU/ MASTER, RITUALS, SACRED SCRIPTURES, SACRED SITES, SALVATION

AND OTHER THEMES OF DIFFERENCES IN RELIGIONS OF INDIAN ORIGIN

SUGGESTED READINGS

Gavin Flood, An Introduction to Hinduism, Cambridge University Press, 2004.

SMART, NINIAN. RELIGIONS OF ASIA. PRENTICE-HALL, 1992.

Humphreys, C. Buddhism, London, 1974.

Sinclair Stevenson, The Heart of Jainism, Munshiram Manoharlal, New Delhi, 1970.

N u»n s IWN|E=

DALRYMPLE, WILLIAM. NINE LIVES. BLOOMSBURY PUBLISHING, 2016.
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Trevor Ling, A History of Religion - East and West, Macmillan and Co. Ltd., London, 1958.

Kushwant Singh, A History of the Sikhs, (I & Il Vols.), Oxford University Press, New Delhi.
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B.A. IN COMPARATIVE RELIGION

SEMESTER |

CouRse CoDE: MJCR02 COURSE TITLE: INTRODUCTION TO RELIGIONS OF NON-INDIAN ORIGIN
COURSE CREDIT: 4 ToTAL CONTACT HOURS: 72 TYPE OF COURSE: MAJOR
ToTAL AssesSMENT MARks: 100 | INTERNAL MARKs: 20 END SEMESTER MARKS: 80

COURSE OBJECTIVES:
1. Tointroduce students to the history and basic tenets of the three Abrahamic religions.
2. Tointroduce students to the commonalities and differences of the three Abrahamic faiths.
3. Tointroduce students to the presence and history of the three faiths in India.
4. To inculcate the spirit of comparative study in the students.

COURSE OUTCOME:
1. Students will gain an idea of the basic characteristics of Abrahamic religions.

2. STUDENTS WILL LEARN ABOUT SIMILARITIES AND DIFFERENCES IN RELIGION OF NON-INDIAN ORIGIN.

3. STUDENTS WILL LEARN TO STUDY ABRAHAMIC RELIGIONS IN A COMPARATIVE WAY WHICH WILL HONE THEIR ANALYTIC
AND SYNTHETIC CAPABILITIES.

4. STUDENTS WILL LEARN TO REFLECT UPON RELIGIOUS LIFE AS LIVED BY NON-INDIANS WITH DIFFERENT RELIGIOUS
IDENTITIES IN HARMONY AND CONFLICT.

St. No. CONTENT OF COURSE
1. A BRIEF OVERVIEW ON ORIGIN DEVELOPMENT & BASIC TENETS OF JUDAISM
2. A BRIEF OVERVIEW ON THE ORIGIN DEVELOPMENT & BASIC TENETS OF CHRISTIANITY
3. A BRIEF OVERVIEW ON THE ORIGIN DEVELOPMENT AND BASIC TENETS OF ISLAM
4. JEW, CHRISTIAN AND MUSLIM COMMUNITIES IN INDIA: BELIEFS AND PRACTICES
5. COMMON THEMES IN THE ABRAHAMIC RELIGIONS
6. DIFFERENCES AND CONFLICTS IN THE ABRAHAMIC RELIGIONS

SUGGESTED READINGS

COHEN, CHARLES, L. THE ABRAHAMIC RELIGIONS: A VERY SHORT INTRODUCTION, OUP USA,2020.

The Cambridge History of Islam, Cambridge University press, Cambridge

M. Mujeeb, Islam in India, Kitab Bhavan, New Delhi.

The Cambridge History of Christianity, Vol. 1-9, Cambridge University Press, Cambridge

niswiNE

Segel, Allen. 'Judaism' in World Religions: Western Traditions, edited by W.G, Oxtoby, New York,
Oxford University Press

o

Unterman, Alan. Jews.' Their Religious Beliefs and Practices, Boston, 1981

7. SMITH, HUSTON. THE WORLD’s RELIGIONS, HARPERONE, 2009
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B.A. IN COMPARATIVE RELIGION

SEMESTER |
CouRse CoDE: SECCRO1 COURSE TITLE: STUDY SKILLS
COURSE CREDIT: 3 TotAL CONTACT HOURS: 54 TyPE OF COURSE: SEC
TOTAL ASSESSMENT MARKS: 75 | INTERNAL MARKS: 15 END SEMESTER MARKS: 60
COURSE OBJECTIVES:
1. To prepare the students for the Undergraduate level of learning
2. Tointroduce the students a systematic method of learning
3. To help the students to develop their skills of learning
4. Toinculcate the students to think critically and creatively
5. To build the personality development of the students
COURSE OUTCOME:
1. The students will be able to prepare themselves at the University level of learning
2. They will be able to feel a stress-free learning
3. They will be able to enhance their listening, reading, writing, memory, and communication skills
4. They will be able to think logically, critically and creatively
5. They will be able to build their confidence of learning
St. No. CONTENT OF COURSE
1. Introduction — Definition and Importance; Basics of Study Method; Scope of Study Method
2. Listening Skill —Types of Listening; Active Listening; Physical and Psychological Barriers of
Listening
3. Reading Skill -Components and Types of Reading; SQ3R Method of Reading; Barriers of
Reading
4. Writing Skill — Types of Writing; Strategies to Improve Writing; Academic Writing Skill
5. Thinking Skill — Logical Thinking; Critical Thinking; Creative Thinking
6. Memory Skill — Types of Memory; Memory Techniques; Barriers of Memory
SUGGESTED READINGS
1. Atkinson, William Walker. (2019). Memory: How to Develop, Train and Use it. Fingerprint
Publishing.
2. Butler, David. (2014). Speed Reading with the Right Brain: Learn to Ideas instead of just
Words.
3. Fritz, Roger. (2019). The Power of a Positive Attitude: Your Road to Success. Fingerprint
Publishing.
4, Leonardo, Lcsw Nixaly. (2020). Active Listening Techniques. Rockridge Press.
5. Mitra, Barun K. (2016). Personality Development and Soft Skills. Oxford University Press.
6. Paul, D.S. (2022). Advanced Writing Skills. Goodwill Publishing House.
7. Rhoder, Carol. (2016). Teaching Thinking Skills: Theory and Practice. Routledge.
8. Rodrigues, A.L. (2015). Learning Style: A Narrative Approach. Lulu.com
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B.A. IN COMPARATIVE RELIGION

SEMESTER |1
CouRse CoDE: MJCRO3 COURSE TITLE: CONCEPTUAL AND TEXTUAL STUDY: HINDUISM
CouRsE CREDIT: 04 ToTAL CONTACT HOURS: 72 TYPE OF COURSE: MAJOR
TOTAL ASSESSMENT MARKS: 100 | INTERNAL MARKS: 20 END SEMESTER MIARKS: 80

COURSE OBJECTIVES:

PwnNpE

To acquaint and introduce the students to the basic concepts and Texts of Hinduism.
To present the basic concepts through textual study.

To introduce students to the philosophy of the Upanisads.

To present overviews of the philosophy of the Bhagavadgita.

COURSE OUTCOME:

=

The students should be able to understand the Philosophy of the Upanisads.

. The students should be able to understand the basic concepts related to Hindu Religion.
. The students should be able to understand present overviews of the philosophy of the

Bhagavadgita.

SL. No.

CONTENT OF COURSE

An Introduction to Hinduism: Gavin Flood (Selections)

The Bhagavad Gi1ta, Chapter: 2 (Sankhya Yoga)

The Bhagavad G1ta, Chapter: 3 (Karma yoga)

The Bhagavad Gi1ta, Chapter: 12 (Bhakti yoga)

Katha Upanisad (Selections)

QU R IWINIR

ISavasya Upanisad (Selections)

SUGGESTED READINGS

=

Flood, Gavin. (2004) An Introduction to Hinduism. UK. Cambridge. Cambridge University
Press.

WARRIER, A.G.K. (2000) THE BHAGAVAD GITA BHASYA OF SANKARACHARYA. INDIA. CHENNAI. R.K. MATH.

ADIDEVANANDA, SWAMI.(2020) RAMANUJA GITA BHASHYA.CHENNALINDIA. R.K.MATH

TiLAK, B.G.(2018) THE GITA RAHASYA. NEW DELHI. INDIA. DIMOND POCKETS LIMITED

GAMBHIRANANDA, S. (1998) EIGHT UPANISHADS (VOL.1&2). INDIA. CHENNAI. R.K.MATH

o|Uu R WwIN

Radhakrishnan, S. (1994). The Principal Upanishads. India. New Delhi. Harper Collins
India.

Hopkins, T. J. (2009) Thomas. The Hindu Religious Tradition. UK. London. Dickens
Publishing House.

Kinsley, D. (1988) Hindu Goddesses. India. England. London. University of California
Press.

Sivaraman, Krishna. (2020). Hindu Spirituality: Vedas through Vedanta. India. N. Delhi
Motilal Barasidass

10.

Clayton, A.C.(2008) The Rig Veda and the Vedic Religion. USA. Virginia. University of
Virginia Press.

11.

Lorenzen D. N.(2008) Who Invented Hinduism? — Essays on Religion in History, India.
Delhi,Yoda Press.
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B.A. IN COMPARATIVE RELIGION

SEMESTER |1
CouRrse Cope: MJCR0O4 CoURSE TITLE: CONCEPTUAL AND TEXTUAL STUDY: BUDDHISM
COURSE CREDIT: 4 ToTAL CONTACT HOURS: 72 TYPE OF COURSE: MAJOR
TOTAL ASSESSMENT MARKS:  100| INTERNAL MARKS: 20 END SEMESTER MARKS: 80

COURSE OBJECTIVES:

To help the students to know the importance of life and enlightenment of Buddha

To introduce the students the holy scripture of Buddhism

To help the students to learn the major concepts, teachings, and practices of Buddhism
To teach the students the primary text of Buddhism

PwwnNpeE

COURSE OUTCOME:

1. The students will be able to learn systematically the holy scripture, concepts, and teachings of
Buddhism

2. They will be able to critically analyse the merits and demerits of Buddhism

. They will be able to respect and appreciate the teachings and practices of Buddhism

4. They will be able to promote the spirit of tolerance, mutual appreciation, peace and harmony in
the society

w

SL. No. CONTENT OF COURSE

1. Origin and Development — Socio-Cultural Background to Buddhism; Life and
Enlightenment of Buddha; Spread of Buddhism

The Holy Scripture — Sutta Pitaka; Vinaya Pitaka; Abhidhamma Pitaka

Major Concepts — Anicca; Dukkha,; Anatta

Major Teachings — Four Noble Truths; Pratityasamutpada; Madhyamika

Sects — Mahayana; Hinayana; Vajrayana

o nRsIwIN

Textual Study — Dhammapada — 15:179ff (Buddhavagga)

SUGGESTED READINGS

Arnold, Edwin. (2013). The Light of Asia. General Press.

Hanh, T. H. (1999). The Heart of Buddha's Teaching. Rider & Co; Latest Edition.

James, E. E. (2006). A Study of Religions. Theological Book Trust.

Lalrinawma, V. S. (2007). Major Faith Traditions of India. ISPCK.

Lama, Dalai. (1999). The Art of Happiness. Hodder Paperbacks.

Narada. (2006). The Buddha and His Teachings. Jaico Publishing House.

N uniswNE

Tiwari, K. N. (2009). Comparative Religion. Motilal Banarsidass Publication.
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B.A. IN COMPARATIVE RELIGION

SEMESTER |1
CouURsE CoDE: SECCR02 COURSE TITLE: RELIGION AND ETHICS
COURSE CREDIT: 3 ToTAL CONTACT HOURS: 72 TYPE OF COURSE: CORE
TOTAL ASSESSMENT MARKS: 75 INTERNAL MIARKS: 15 END SEMESTER MARKS: 60

COURSE OBJECTIVES:

PwwnNpeE

To help the students to know the importance of ethics, values, and virtues
To introduce the students the relationship between human rights, and duties
To help the students to learn Indian and non-Indian religious ethics

To teach the students the gurus views on ethics

COURSE OUTCOME:

1. The students will be able to learn systematically the nature, scope, challenges, and importance
of ethics
2. They will be able to critically analyse the relationship between human rights and duties

w

. They will be able to respect and appreciate the religious and gurus’ teachings on ethics

4. They will be able to practice ethics in their day today lives

St. No. CONTENT OF COURSE

1. Introduction — Etymology and Definition; Nature and Scope; Challenges and Importance

2. Ethical Foundations — Human Values and Virtues; Human Rights and Duties

3. Current Ethical Debates — Natural Moral Law; Discourse Ethics

4, Indian Religious Ethics — Shaivism and Vaishnavism; Jainism and Buddhism

5. Non-Indian Religious Ethics — Judaism; Christianity; Islam

6. Gurus and Ethics — Guru Nanak; Ramalinga Vallalar; Narayan Guru

SUGGESTED READINGS

1. Bhargava, Dayanand. (2018). Jaina Ethics. Motilal Banarsidass.

2. Bhatia, Ved Prakash. (2016). Ethical and Spiritual Values in Indian Scriptures. Notion Press.

3. Dauvis, J. Charles. (2020). Human Dignity in World Religions: Towards a Global Bioethics and
Biolaw. Christian World Imprints.

4, Kohli, Surindar Singh. (1996). Sikh Ethics. Munshiram Manoharlal Publishers.

5. Kumar, Suresh. (2018). Buddhist Ethics: Relevance and Impact on Contemporary Society.
New Bharatiya Book Corporation.

6. Raju, Karam Singh. (2011). A Comparative Study: Ethical Perceptions of World Religions.
Guru Nanak Dev University.

7. Salim, Muhammad Kunju. (1991). Islam: Ethics and Teachings. Kitab Bhavan.

8. Stephen, M. (2022). Christian Ethics and New Horizons. Christian World Imprints.
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B.A. IN COMPARATIVE RELIGION

SEMESTER Il
CouRrske CobE: MJCRO5 COURSE TITLE: CONCEPTUAL AND TEXTUAL STUDY: JAINISM
COURSE CREDIT: 4 ToTAL CONTACT HOURS: 72 TYPE OF COURSE: MAJOR
TOTAL AsSESSMENT MARKS: 100 | INTERNAL MARKs: 20 END SEMESTER MIARKS: 80

COURSE OBJECTIVES:

PwwnNpeE

To help the students to know the importance of life and enlightenment of Mahavir
To introduce the students the holy scripture of Jainism

To help the students to learn the major concepts, teachings, and practices of Jainism
To teach the students the primary text of Jainism

COURSE OUTCOME:

1. The students will be able to learn systematically the holy scripture, concepts, and teachings of
Jainism
2. They will be able to critically analyse the merits and demerits of Jainism

w

. They will be able to respect and appreciate the teachings and practices of Jainism

4. They will be able to promote the spirit of tolerance, mutual appreciation, peace and harmony in
the society

St. No.

CONTENT OF COURSE

1.

Origin and Development — Tirthankaras of Jainism; Life and Kevalajnana of Mahavir; Spread of
Jainism

2. The Holy Scripture — Agama Sutras; Purvas; Angas
3. Major Concepts — Anekanta Vada; Syad Vada; Naya Vada
4. Major Teachings — Nav-Tattvas; Tri-Ratnas; Mahavratas
5. Sects — Digambaras; Svetambaras
6. Textual Study — Tatvartha Sutra — Seventh Chapter
SUGGESTED READINGS
1. James, E. E. (2006). A Study of Religions. Theological Book Trust.
2. Kulasrestha, Mahendra. (2007). The Golden Book of Jainism. Lotus Press.
3. Kumar, Arun. (2009). Faith and Philosophy of Jainism. Kalpaz Publications.
4, Lalrinawma, V. S. (2007). Major Faith Traditions of India. ISPCK.
5. Mapragya, Acharya. (2000). Jainism Ethics and Morality. Anmol Publications Pvt. Ltd.
6. Paniker, Augustin. (2017). Jainism: History, Society, Philosophy and Practice. Motilal Banarsidass
Publication.
7. Tiwari, K. N. (2009). Comparative Religion. Motilal Banarsidass Publication.
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B.A. IN COMPARATIVE RELIGION

SEMESTER 11
CouRsE Cobpe: MJCR0O6 COURSE TITLE: CONCEPTUAL AND TEXTUAL STUDY: CHRISTIANITY
COURSE CREDIT: 4 TOTAL CONTACT HOURS: 72 TYPE OF COURSE: MAJOR
ToTAL ASSESSMENT MARKS: 100 | INTERNAL MARKS: 20 END SEMESTER MARKS: 80
COURSE OBJECTIVES:
1. To help the students to know the importance of person and work of Jesus Christ
2. Tointroduce the students the holy scripture of Christianity
3. To help the students to learn the major concepts, teachings, and practices of Christianity
4. To teach the students the canonical Gospels of Christianity
COURSE OUTCOME:
1. The students will be able to learn systematically the holy scripture, concepts, and teachings of
Christianity
2. They will be able to critically analyse the merits and demerits of Christianity
3. They will be able to respect and appreciate the teachings and practices of Christianity
4. They will be able to promote the spirit of tolerance, mutual appreciation, peace and harmony in the
society
SL. No. CONTENT OF COURSE
1. Origin and Development — Person of Jesus; Work of Jesus; Apostles and their Mission
2. Holy Scripture — Old Testament; New Testament; Translations of Bible
3. Theological Concepts — God, World, Human Being, Sin and Salvation
4. Reformation — Martin Luther; John Calvin; John Wesley
5. Movements — Liberation Theology; Minjung Theology; Dalit Theology
6. Textual Study — Matthew 5 —7; Luke 4: 16 — 30; John 1: 1- 14

SUGGESTED READINGS

1. Feuerbach, Ludwig. (1989). The Essence of Christianity. Prometheus Books.

2. Haokip, M.T. (2021). A Guide Book to History of Christianity: from the First to the Eighteenth
Centuries. Christian World Imprints.

3. James, E. E. (2006). A Study of Religions. Theological Book Trust.

4. Lalrinawma, V. S. (2007). Major Faith Traditions of India. ISPCK.

5. Stephen, M. (2022). Christian Ethics and New Horizons. Christian World Imprints.

6. Tiwari, K. N. (2009). Comparative Religion. Motilal Banarsidass Publication.

7. Williams, Rowan. (1999). On Christian Theology. Wiley-Blackwell.
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B.A. IN COMPARATIVE RELIGION

SEMESTER 11
CouRse CoDEe: SECCRO3 COURSE: RELIGION AND ECOLOGY
COURSE CREDIT: 3 TOTAL CONTACT HOURS: 72 TYPE OF COURSE: MAJOR
TOTAL ASSESSMENT MARKS: 75 INTERNAL MIARKS: 15 END SEMESTER MARKS: 60
COURSE OBJECTIVES:
1. To introduce students to the concepts of environment and ecology in Asian and non-Asian
traditions.
2. Tointroduce students to the idea of human-nature relationship in Indian traditions with special
reference to Hinduism, Jainism and Buddhism.
3. Tointroduce students to the idea of human-nature relationship in Christianity and Islam.
4. To understand modern environmental challenges and our take-aways from religious responses.
COURSE OUTCOME:
1. Students will gain an idea of environment and ecology from a religious perspective.
2. STUDENTS WILL LEARN ABOUT SIMILARITIES AND DIFFERENCES IN THE RESPONSES TOWARDS NATURE AND HUMAN

w

RESPONSIBILITIES TOWARDS NATURE IN DIFFERENT RELIGIOUS TRADITIONS.

STUDENTS WILL LEARN ABOUT THE CENTRALITY OF THE CONCEPT OF NATURE IN RELIGIOUS TRADITIONS.
STUDENTS WILL LEARN TO REFLECT UPON RELIGIOUS RESPONSES TOWARDS NATURE AND THEIR RELEVANCE IN OUR
CONTEMPORARY SOCIETIES TO OVERCOME CONTEMPORARY ENVIRONMENTAL CHALLENGES.

SL.

No. CONTENT OF COURSE

RELIGION AND ECOLOGY IN ASIAN TRADITIONS

RELIGION AND ECOLOGY IN ABRAHAMIC TRADITIONS

HUMAN- NATURE RELATIONSHIP IN HINDUISM.

HUMAN-NATURE RELATIONSHIP IN JAINISM AND BUDDHISM

HUMAN-NATURE RELATIONSHIP IN CHRISTIANITY

QUnipIwWINE

HUMAN-NATURE RELATIONSHIP IN ISLAM

SUGGESTED READINGS

1. JENKINS, WILLIS (ED.), TUCKER, MARY ELVIN (ED.), GRIM, JOHN (ED.), ROUTLEDGE HANDBOOK OF
RELIGION AND ECOLOGY, ROUTLEDGE, 2018.

2. Gottlieb, Roger S. This Sacred Earth: Religion, Nature, Environment. Routledge, 2" ed, 2003.

3. Prime, Ranchor. Hinduism and Ecology: Seeds of Truth. Continuum International Publishing
Group Ltd., 1992.

4. Krishna, Nanditha. Hinduism and Nature. Penguin: India, 2017.

5. Rankin, Aidan. Jainism and Environmental Politics. India: Tylor and Francis Ltd., 2021

6. Callicot, Baird J. (Ed.). McRae, James (Ed.). Environmental Philosophy in Asian Traditions of
Thought. State University of New York Press, 2015.

7. Foltz, Richard C. Frederick M. Denny, A. H. Baharuddin. Islam and Ecology: A Bestowed Trust.
Center for the Study of World Religions, Harvard Divinity School, 2003.
8. Bottigheimer, Christoph and W. M. Widenkathe (Eds.). The Concept of Environment in
Judaism, Christianity and Islam. Berlin: Walter de Gruyter, 2003.

9. Dieter, Hessel. Christianity and Ecology: Seeking the Well-Being of Earth and Humans.
USA: Harvard University Press, 2017.
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B.A. IN COMPARATIVE RELIGION
SEMESTER IV

Course Cobe: MJCRO7 CONCEPTUAL AND TEXTUAL STUDY: ISLAM

COuURSE CREDIT: 4 ToTAL CONTACT HOURS: 72 TyPe oF COURSE: MAJOR

ToTAL ASSESSMENT MARKS: 100 INTERNAL MARKS: 20 END SEMESTER MARKS: 80

COURSE OBJECTIVES:

PwwnNpeE

To introduce different kinds of sacred Islamic literature: The Quran, the Hadith, and the Seerah
To present the basic teachings of the Quran

To present the ethical teachings of the Hadith

To present the formative period of Prophet Muhammad'’s life

COURSE OUTCOME:

N

The students will gain understanding of Islamic sacred literature.
. The students will get acquainted with the teachings and the most basic Quranic phrases.

3. The students will get to know the structure, various books, and major themes of Hadith
literature.
4. The students will be able to understand the life and teachings of Prophet Muhammad.

St. No. CONTENT OF COURSE

1. INTRODUCTION TO THE QURAN: REVELATION, STRUCTURE, AND COMPILATION OF THE QURAN

2. THE HOLY QURAN: 1:1-7;59:22-24;112:1-4;17:23-40; 31:13-30

3. INTRODUCTION TO THE HADITH: PARTS, KINDS, AND DIFFERENT BOOKS OF THE HADITH CORPUS

4 THE HADITH: FROM NISAR AHMED: THE FUNDAMENTAL TEACHING OF QURAN AND HADITH, PART-1: PP.
80-83,90-92,95-98, 100-102, 104-107

5. INTRODUCTION TO THE SEERAH: SOURCE AND MAJOR BOOKS OF THE SEERAH LITERATURE

6. MASADUL HASAN: HISTORY OF LSLAM, VOL. 1 (LIFE OF PROPHET MOHAMMAD: MECCAN PERIOD), PP. 46-
62

SUGGESTED READINGS

1. AyouB, MAHMOUD. THE QURAN AND ITS INTERPRETERS. ALBANY: SUNY PRESS, 1984.

2. (THE) HoLY QURAN (TRANS. BY A. J. ARBERRY).

3. YusuF ALl (TR.), THE HoLY QURAN, MECCA.

4, MCAULIFFE, JANE DAMMEN (ED.). THE CAMBRIDGE COMPANION TO THE QURAN. CAMBRIDGE:
CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY PRESS, 2006.

5. BROWN, DANIEL W. (ED.). THE WILEY BLACKWELL CONCISE COMPANION TO THE HADITH. NEW JERSEY:
JOHN WILEY & SoNs LTD, 2020.

6. LINGS, MARTIN. MUHAMMAD HIS LIFE BASED ON THE EARLIEST SOURCES. CAMBRIDGE: THE ISLAMIC TEXTS

SocCIETY, 1991.
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B.A. IN COMPARATIVE RELIGION

SEMESTER IV
CouRsE Cope: MJCR0O8 COURSE TITLE: CONCEPTUAL AND TEXTUAL STUDY: SIKHISM
COURSE CREDIT: 4 TOTAL CONTACT HOURS: 72 TYPE OF COURSE: MAJOR
ToTAL ASSESSMENT MARKS: 100 | INTERNAL MARKS: 20 END SEMESTER MARKS: 80
COURSE OBJECTIVES:
1. To help the students to know the importance of life and works of ten Gurus of Sikhism
2. Tointroduce the students the holy scripture of Sikhism
3. To help the students to learn the major concepts, teachings, and practices of Sikhism
4. To teach the students the primary text of Sikhism
COURSE OUTCOME:
1. The students will be able to learn systematically the holy scripture, concepts, and teachings of
Sikhism
2. They will be able to critically analyse the merits and demerits of Sikhism
3. They will be able to respect and appreciate the teachings and practices of Sikhism
4. They will be able to promote the spirit of tolerance, mutual appreciation, peace and harmony in
the society
SL. No. CONTENT OF COURSE
1. Origin and Development — Socio-Religious Background to Sikhism; Life and Works of Ten Gurus
2. Holy Scripture — Guru Granth Sahib; Rahit Maryada
3. Major Concepts — God, World, Human Being, Bondage and Liberation
4. Major Practices — Hukam; Panj Pyare; Khalsa, Akal Takhat, Hari Mandhir
5. Movements — Gurdwara Reform Movements; Punjabi Subha; Green Revolution
6. Textual Study — Ravidas’ Begampura from Guru Granth Sahib

SUGGESTED READINGS

Besant, Annie. (2013). Seven Great Religions. The Theosophical Publishing House.

James, E. E. (2006). A Study of Religions. Theological Book Trust.

Lalrinawma, V. S. (2007). Major Faith Traditions of India. ISPCK.

Singh, Daljeet. (2004). Essentials of Sikhism. Singh Brothers.

Singh, Harbans. (1992). The Encyclopedia of Sikhism. Punjabi University.

N unihwINE

Tiwari, K. N. (2009). Comparative Religion. Motilal Banarsidass Publication.
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B.A. IN COMPARATIVE RELIGION

SEMESTER IV
CouRse Cope: MJCR09 COURSE TITLE: PHILOSOPHY OF RELIGION
CouRsE CREDIT: 04 ToTAL CONTACT HOURS: 72 TYPE OF COURSE: MAJOR
ToTAL AsSESSMENT MARKS: 100 | INTERNAL MARKS: 20 END SEMESTER MARKS: 80

COURSE OBJECTIVES:

PwnNpE

To acquaint and introduce the students to the issues in Philosophy of Religion.

To present the issues related to the proofs for/against the existence of God.

To introduce the basic tenets/concepts relating to the Religious experience and meaning.
To present the differences among various religions.

COURSE OUTCOME:

N =

The students should be able to understand the debates around the existence of God.
The students should be able to understand the basic concept of Religious experience and
language.

The students should be able to understand the nature of differences among various religions.

SL. No. CONTENT OF COURSE

1. Proofs for the Existence of God

2. Proofs against the Existence of God
3. Problem of Evil
4, Religious experience
5. Religious language and meaning
6. Conflicting Truth Claims of Different Religions
SUGGESTED READINGS
1. Hick, J. (2015). Philosophy of Religion. Kolkata. India. Pearson.
2. Bhattacharya, G. M. (1961). Studies in Nyaya Vaisesika Theism. Kolkata. India. Sanskrit

College.

3. James, W.(2022).Varieties of Religious Experience. Kolkata. India. Longmans Green and

Company

4, Aquinas, T. (2018) Summa Theologica. Ontario. Canada. Woodstock

5. Smith, W. C. (2013)The Faith of Other Men. Newyork. U.S.A. New American Library

6. Tillich, P. (2017) The Dynamics of Faith. Newyork. The United States of America. Harper

and Row

7. Davis, B. (2004) Philosophy of Religion. New York. U.S.A. Oxford University Press.
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B.A. IN COMPARATIVE RELIGION

SEMESTER IV
CouRse Cope: MJCR10 COURSE: CHINESE AND JAPANESE RELIGION
COURSE CREDIT: 4 ToTAL CONTACT HOURS: 72 TyPE OF COURSE: MAJOR
ToTAL AssesSMENT MARKSs: 100 | INTERNAL MARKs: 20 END SEMESTER MARks: 80
COURSE OBJECTIVES:
1. Tointroduce students to Chinese and Japanese Religions.
2. Tointroduce students to histories, concepts and major figures connected to Chinese and
Japanese religions.
3. Tointroduce students to unique concepts, beliefs, rituals, sects in connection to other Asian
religions.
4. To introduce students to both divergences and commonalities in the concepts and practices of
Asian religions.
COURSE OUTCOME:
1. Students will gain perspective on Chinese and Japanese religions.
2. STUDENTS WILL LEARN TO UNDERSTAND, APPRECIATE AND EVALUATE RELIGIOUS THOUGHTS AND PRACTICES OF OTHER

ASIAN CULTURES.

3. STUDENTS WILL BE INTRODUCED TO OTHER ASIAN RELIGIONS, THEIR INTERCONNECTIONS AND INDEPENDENT
IDENTITIES.
4. STUDENTS WILL LEARN TO EXPRESS THEIR UNDERSTANDINGS IN WRITTEN FORMS APPROPRIATE TO UG LEVEL.
St. No. CONTENT OF COURSE
1| TAaoism: HISTORY-CONCEPTS-MAIN FIGURES
2| TAOISM: BELIEFS-PRACTICES-RITUALS-SECTS
3| CONFUCIANISM: HISTORY-CONCEPTS- MAIN FIGURES
4| CONFUCIANISM: BELIEFS- PRACTICES- RITUALS - SECTS
5| CHINESE BUDDHISM
6| SHINTOISM
SUGGESTED READINGS
1. WONG, EVA. TAoISM: AN ESSENTIAL GUIDE, SHAMBHALA: BOULDER, 2011
2. Oldstone-Moore, Jennifer. Understanding Taoism, Duncan Baired Publishers: London, 2003.
3. Cleary, Thomas. The Essential Confucius, Castle Books: US, 1998.
4, Legge, James (Trans.). Delphi Collected Works of Confucius: Four books and Five classics of
Confucianism, Delphi Classics, 2016.
5. YU, CHUN-FANG. CHINESE BUBBHISM: A THEMATIC HISTORY, UNIVERSITY OF HAWAII PRESS, 2020.
6. FANG, LITIAN. CHINESE BUDDHISM AND TRADITIONAL CULTURE, ROUTLEDGE, 2020.
7. MILLER, VINCENT. SHINTO - THE WAY OF THE GODS: INTRODUCTION TO THE TRADITIONAL RELIGION OF
JAPAN, CREATESPACE INDEPENDENT PUBLISHER, 2018.
8. KATU, GENCHI. A STUDY OF SHINTO: THE RELIGION OF THE JAPANESE NATION. ROUTLEDGE, 2010.
9. COOGAN, MICHAEL (ED.). EASTERN RELIGIONS: HINDUISM, BUDDHISM, TAOISM, CONFUCIANISM, SHINTO,
DUNCAN BAIRD PUBLISHERS, 2005.
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B.A. IN COMPARATIVE RELIGION
SEMESTER V

CouRsE Cobpe: MJCR11 COURSE TITLE: ZOROASTRIANISM AND JUDAISM

COURSE CREDIT: 4 ToTAL CONTACT HOURS: 72 TyPe oF COURrse: MAJOR

ToTAL ASSESSMENT MARks: 100 INTERNAL MARKS: 20 END SEMESTER MARKS: 80

COURSE OBJECTIVES:

To introduce the life and teachings of Zoroaster

To present a chronological account of Zoroastrianism

To present the current Parsi religious practices

To present the Hebrew Bible’s account of God and creation

To introduce the different books of Hebrew Bible and Jewish Law

To present an account of socio-religious conditions of Jews since medieval times

ouhkwnNeE

COURSE OUTCOME:

The students will gain understanding of the basic tenets of Zoroastrianism.
The students will get to know the similarities between Indo-Iranian religions.
The students will get acquainted with the major Jewish scriptues, laws, and Prophets.

AwNp

The students will be able to understand the origin and nature of anti-semitism.

SL. No. CONTENT OF COURSE

ORIGIN AND DEVELOPMENT OF ZOROASTRIANISM

LIFE AND TEACHINGS OF ZOROASTER

MaAJOR PARSI CEREMONIES

CONCEPT OF GOD AND CREATION IN JUDAISM

JEWISH PROPHETS, SCRIPTURES, AND LAWS

QU RIWNE

JEWISH PEOPLE IN DIASPORA

SUGGESTED READINGS

1. BOYCE, MARY. ZOROASTRIANS: THEIR RELIGIOUS BELIEFS AND PRACTICES. LONDON: ROUTLEDGE, 2000.

2. DHALLA, MANECKJI NUSSERVANIJI. ZOROASTRIAN CIVILIZATION: FROM THE EARLIEST TIMES TO THE
DOWNFALL OF THE LAST ZOROASTRIAN EMPIRE, 651 A.D. NEW YORK: OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS, 1938.

3. Mobl, J.J. THE RELIGIOUS CEREMONIES AND CUSTOMS OF THE PARSEES. BOMBAY: BRITISH INDIA PRESS,
1922.

4, GOODMAN, MARTIN, JEREMY COHEN, AND DAVID SORKIN, EDS., THE OXFORD HANDBOOK OF JEWISH
STUDIES. OXFORD: OXFORD UNIVERITY PRESS, 2002.

5. COHN-SHERBOK, DAN. JUDAISM: HISTORY, BELIEF AND PRACTICE. LONDON: ROUTLEDGE, 2003.

6. SAIMAN, CHAIM. HALAKHAH: THE RABBINIC IDEA OF LAW. NEW JERSEY: PRINCETON UNIVERSITY PRESS,
2020.

7. DINER, HAsIA R. THE OXFORD HANDBOOK OF THE JEWISH DIASPORA. OXFORD: OXFORD UNIVERSITY

PREess, 2021.
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B.A. IN COMPARATIVE RELIGION

SEMESTER V
CouRste CoDe: MIJCR-12 COURSE: MYSTICISM IN RELIGIONS
COURSE CREDIT: 4 ToTAL CONTACT HOURS: 72 TYPE OF COURSE: MAJOR
ToTAL ASSESSMENT MARKS: 100 | INTERNAL MARKs: 20 END SEMESTER MARKS: 80
COURSE OBJECTIVES:
1. To introduce students to the mystical aspect in Religions.
2. Tointroduce students to dimension of religious experience in scriptures and beyond scriptures.
3. Tointroduce students to some unequivocal practices, present in religions.
4. To introduce students to both divergences and commonalities in the concepts and practices of
mysticism in religions.
COURSE OUTCOME:
1. Students will gain perspective on mysticism in religions.
2. STUDENTS WILL LEARN TO UNDERSTAND, APPRECIATE AND EVALUATE THE MYSTICAL DIMENSION WITHIN RELIGIONS.
3. STUDENTS WILL LEARN ABOUT THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN MYSTICISM AND RELIGION.
4. STUDENTS WILL LEARN TO STUDY MYSTICISM IN A COMPARATIVE WAY.
St. No. CONTENT OF COURSE
1| THE MYSTICAL DIMENSION IN RELIGIONS
2| MyYsTICS AND MYSTICAL EXPERIENCES
3| MYSTICISM IN TRIBAL AND FOLK PRACTICES
4| VEDIC HINDU AND OTHER INDIAN MYSTICAL TRADITIONS
5| WESTERN MYSTICISM
6| COMPARATIVE MYSTICISM
SUGGESTED READINGS
1. UNDERHILL, EVELYN. MYSTICISM: THE PREEMINENT STUDY IN THE NATURE AND DEVELOPMENT OF
SPIRITUAL CONSCIOUSNESS. IMAGE, REPRINT EDITION, 1990.
2. Hollenback, Jess. Mysticism: Experience, Response and Empowerment. Penn State University
Press, 1996.
3. Inge, W. R. Mysticism in Religion. Legare Street Press, 2022.
4, Tedlock, Barbara. The Woman in the Shaman’s Body: Reclaiming the Feminine in Religion and
Medicine. Bantam, Reprint Edition, 2005.
5. MAGEE, GLENN ALEXANDER (ED). THE CAMBRIDGE HANDBOOK OF WESTERN MYSTICISM AND ESOTERISM.
CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY PRESS, 2019.
6. DAsSGUPTA, S.N. HINDU MYsTICISM. NEW DELHI: FINGERPRINT PUBLISHING, 2023 (REPRINT).
7. IDEL, MOSHE. STUDIES IN ECSTATIC KABABLAH, STATE UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK PRESS, 1988.
8. HoLywooDb, AMY (ED). THE CAMBRIDGE COMPANION TO CHRISTIAN MYSTICISM. CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY
PREss, 2012.
9. ELIADE, MIRCEA. YOGA IMMORTALITY AND FREEDOM. PANTHEON BOOKS, 1958
10. | WERNER, KAREL. THE YOGI AND THE MYSTIC: STUDIES IN INDIAN AND COMPARATIVE MYSTICISM.
ROUTLEDGE, 2004.
11. | Knysh, Alexander. Islamic Mysticism: A Short History (Themes in Islamic Studies). Leiden: Brill,

2010.
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B.A. IN COMPARATIVE RELIGION

SEMESTER V
CouRsE CoDE: MJCR13 COURSE TITLE: RELIGION AND SOCIETY
COURSE CREDIT: 4 ToTAL CONTACT HOURS: 72 (App. 12 | TYPE OF COURSE: MAJOR
HRS FOR EACH TOPIC)
ToTAL ASSESSMENT MARKS: 100 | INTERNAL MARKS: 20 END SEMESTER MARKS: 80
COURSE OBJECTIVES:

To acquaint and introduce the students to the social issues involved in religions.

To present how religion, caste, gender, economy and politics intersect and compound social
structures.

To introduce the basic tenets/concepts in understanding the social hierarchies in the practice
and history of religions.

To present overviews of the problems in the background of Constitution of India.

COURSE OUTCOME:

. The students would be able to understand the present day forms of religious practices and social
inequalities.

. The students would be able to understand how to theorise the issues from empirical facts and
experiences, through the use of conceptual and theoretical tools.

. The students would be able to understand the issues critically in the light of constitutional democracy.

St. No. CONTENT OF COURSE
1. JOTIRAO PHULE: SLAVERY — AVATARS — SOCIO-RELIGIOUS CONDITION DURING COLONIAL PERIOD
2. B. R. AMBEDKAR: UXORIAL CUSTOMS — VARNA, CASTE AND GENDER — POSITION OF WOMEN — FREE
SocIAL ORDER

3. GANDHI: HIND SWARAJ — SAVARKAR: HINDU, HINDUISM AND HINDUTVA — IYOTHEE THASSAR:
SUYARATCHIAM

4, RELIGION AND PATRIARCHY: PANDITA RAMABAI AND E. V. R. PERIYAR

v

CLASS AND LIBERATION THEOLOGY — RACE AND BLACK THEOLOGY — CASTE AND DALIT THEOLOGY

6. SINGH SABHA MOVEMENT, CASTE AND GENDER — SIKH IDENTITY — ISLAM AND GENDER — PASMANDA
MusLIMS

SUGGESTED READINGS

1. Phule, Jotirao Govindrao (1991). Slavery. (P. G. Patil, Tr.) Bombay: Education Department,
Government of Maharashtra.

2. Ambedkar, B. R. (2014). Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar Writings and Speeches (Vol. 1). (V. Moon, Ed.)
New Delhi: Dr. Ambedkar Foundation, Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment, pp. 3 —22.

3. Ambedkar, B. R. (2014). Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar Writings and Speeches (Vol. IV). (V. Moon, Ed.)
New Delhi: Dr. Ambedkar Foundation, Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment, pp. 215 —
232.

4. Ambedkar, B. R. (2014). Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar Writings and Speeches (Vol. XVII.2). (V. Moon,
Ed.) New Delhi: Dr. Ambedkar Foundation, Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment, pp. 109
—129.

5. Ambedkar, B. R. (2014). Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar Writings and Speeches (Vol. lll). (V. Moon, Ed.)
New Delhi: Dr. Ambedkar Foundation, Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment, pp. 95 — 129.

6. M. K. Gandhi, M. K. (2007). Hind Swaraj and Other Writings. (A. ). Parel Ed.). New Delhi:
Cambridge University Press.

7. Savarkar, Vinayak Damodar (2020). Hindutva. New Delhi: Hindi Sahitya Sadan.

%

Thassar, lyothee (2018). Sudhesi Reform. (G. Aloysius, Tr.) New Delhi: Critical Quest.

9. Kosambi, Meera (2021). Pandita Ramabai: Life and Landmark Writings. London: Routledge, pp.
142 - 175.

10. | Ramasamy, P. E.V. (2016). Collected Works of Periyar E. V. Ramasamy. (K. Veeramani, Ed.)
Chennai: The Periya Self Respect Institution
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11. | Ramasamy, E.V. (2020). Why Women were Enslaved. (M. Kandasamy Tr.). Chennai: The Periya
Self Respect Institution

12. | Gutierrez, Gustavo (1973). A Theology of Liberation: History, Politics and Salvation. New
York: Orbis Books.

13. | Cone, James H. (1999). Black Theology and Black Power, New York: Orbis Books.

14. | Rajkumar, Peniel (2010). Dalit Theology and Dalit Liberation — Problems, Paradigms and
Possibilities, Burlington: Ashgate Publishing Company.

15. | Malhotra, Anshu (2009). Gender, Caste, and Religious Identities: Restructuring Class in Colonial
Punjab. New Delhi: Oxford University Press, pp. 41 — 46.

16. | Jakobsh, Doris S. (2005). Relocating Gender in Sikh History: Transformation, Meaning and
Identity. New Delhi: Oxford University Press, pp. 238 — 249.

17. | Grewal, J. S. (2013). Four Centuries of Sikh Tradition: History, Literature and Identity. New Delhi:
Oxford University Press, pp. 275 —297.

18. | Azam, Shireen (2023). “The Political Life of Muslim Caste: Articulations and Frictions within
Pasmanda ldentity”. Contemporary South Asia, Vol. 31, Issue 3, pp. 426 — 441.

19. | Anwar, Ali (2023). Masawat Ki Jung: The Battle for Equality. New Delhi: Forward Press.
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B.A. IN COMPARATIVE RELIGION

SEMESTER VI
CouRrse Cope: MJCR14 COURSE TITLE: RELIGION IN THE CONTEMPORARY WORLD
CouRsE CREDIT: 04 ToTAL CONTACT HOURS: 72 TYPE OF COURSE: MAJOR
TOTAL ASSESSMENT MARKS: 100 | INTERNAL MARKS: 20 END SEMESTER MARKS: 80

COURSE OBJECTIVES:

To acquaint and introduce the students to the current issues relating to different religions.

To present the common interface of interaction between religion and other disciplines.

To introduce the basic concepts relating to problems created by religions in the present world.
To present solutions to the problems of the present world by critical study of religions.

PwnNpE

COURSE OUTCOME:

=

. The students should be able to understand the issues relating to religion in the present world.

. The students should be able to understand the interaction between religion and other
disciplines.

. The students should be able to explore solutions to the current problems created by religions.

N

w

St. No. CONTENT OF COURSE

1. Religion and politics

2. Religious Terrorism
3. Religious Pluralism
4, Science and Religion
5. Religion and Secularism
6. Religion, Humanism and Tolerance
SUGGESTED READINGS
1. Dumont, L. (1971). Religion, Politics and History in India. France. The Hague & Paris.
2. William L. R. (1999). Religious Studies. Cambridge. England. Cambridge University Press,
3. Sharma, A. (2015) Women in Indian Religions. New Delhi. India. Oxford University Press.
4. Smith, D. E. (1963) India as a Secular State. New Jersy. United States of America.

Princeton Univ. Press.

5. Murry, W. R. (2007) Reason and Reverence. Boston. United States of America. Skinner
House Books.

6. Abu-Nimer, M. (2003) Nonviolence and Peace-building in Islam. Gainesville. USA. Univ.
Press of Florida.

7. Chatterjee, P. (1998) A Possible Indian —Essays in Political Criticism. New Delhi.India.
Oxford Univ. Press.

8. Bagir, Z. A. (2005) Science and Religion in a Post-Colonial World. Adelaide. South Africa.
ATF Press.

9. Hick, J. (2006) The New Frontier of Religion and Science.UK. Basingstoke. Palgrave
Macmillan.

10. | Sagan, C. (2006) The Varieties of Scientific Experience. USA. New York. Penguin Press.

11. | Chapple, C. K. (1993) Nonviolence to Animals, Earth, and Self in Asian Traditions.
USA.Albany. S. Press.

12. | Morgan, P. (1996) Ethical Issues in Six Religious Traditions. UK. Edinberg.Edinburgh Univ.
Press.

13. | Raju, K. S. (2002) Ethical Perceptions of World Religions. India. Amritsar. Guru Nanak Dev
Univ.

14. | Ranganathan, S. (2007) Ethics and the History of Indian Philosophy. India. N.Delhi.
Motilal Banarsidass.

15. | Tucker, M. E. & John, A. G. (1993). Worldviews and Ecology. USA. Lewisburg. Bucknell
University Press.
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16. | Eck, D. L. (2002) A New Religious America. USA. San Francisco. Harper San Francisco.

17. | Knitter, P. (2005) The Myth of Religious Superiority. USA. New York. Orbis Books.

18. | Slater, R.H.L. (1963) World Religions and World Community. USA. New York. Columbia
Univ. Press.

19. | Ahmed, R. (2001) Religion, Identity & Politics: Essays on Bangladesh.USA. Colrado.
Colorado Springs Co.

20. | Mendieta, E. (2005) The Frankfort School on Religion. USA. New York. Routledge.

21. | Smith, B. L. (1976) Religion and Social Conflict in South Asia. Netherland. Leiden. E.J. Brill.

22. | Carmody, D. K. (1989) Women and World Religions. USA. NewlJersy. Prentice-Hall.

23. | Lannstrom, A. (2003) Promise and Peril. USA. Notre Dame. University of Notre Dame
Press.

24. | Zaehner, R. C.(1974) Our Savage God: The Perverse Use of Eastern Thought. USA. NY.
Sheed and Ward

DEPARTMENT OF PHILOSOPHY AND COMPARATIVE RELIGION, VISVA-BHARATI, SANTINIKETAN 22




B.A. IN COMPARATIVE RELIGION

SEMESTER VI
CouRrst Cope: MICR15 COURSE: INTER-RELIGIOUS UNDERSTANDING
COURSE CREDIT: 4 ToTAL CONTACT HOURS: 72 TyPE OF COURSE: MAJOR
ToTAL ASSESSMENT MIARKS: 100 | INTERNAL MARKS: 20 END SEMESTER MARKS: 80

COURSE OBJECTIVES:

1. INTRODUCING STUDENTS TO THE CONCEPT, IMPORTANCE AND EFFORTS IN INTERRELIGIOUS UNDERSTANDING.

2. GIVING STUDENTS AN IDEA OF THE WESTERN AND INDIAN EFFORTS IN INTERRELIGIOUS UNDERSTANDING

3. INTRODUCING STUDENTS TO THE VARIOUS APPROACHES ADOPTED BY RELIGIONS AND SOCIETIES TO DEAL WITH
DIVERSITY IN RELIGIONS.

4. INTRODUCING STUDENTS TO THE CONNECTION BETWEEN INTERRELIGIOUS UNDERSTANDING AND THE COMPARATIVE
STUDY OF RELIGIONS.

COURSE OUTCOME:

1. Students are expected to learn about the importance of pursuing interreligious understanding
and dialogue.

2. Students are expected to understand different approaches to deal with religious diversity as a
social reality.

3. Students will gain an understanding of the contribution of Indian and western thinkers and
activists in interreligious understanding and dialogue.

4. Students will learn to relate their knowledge with real situations and will learn to revaluate their
own approaches towards religious diversity.

SL. No. CONTENT OF COURSE

1| INTER-RELIGIOUS UNDERSTANDING AND INTER-RELIGIOUS DIALOGUE: AN INTRODUCTION
2| HISTORY OF INTER-RELIGIOUS UNDERSTANDING AND ACTIVITIES IN THE WEST

3| INTER-RELIGIOUS UNDERSTANDING IN MODERN INDIA: RAMMOHAN RoY, KESHAB CHANDRA SEN, SWAMI
VIVEKANANDA, DR. SARVAPALLI RADHAKRISHNAN

4| RELIGIOUS EXCLUSIVISM AND INCLUSIVISM

(%,

RELIGIOUS PLURALISM

6| INTER-RELIGIOUS ACTIVITIES AND COMPARATIVE STUDY OF RELIGIONS

SUGGESTED READINGS

1. ECK, DIANA L. ENCOUNTERING GOD (CH 7: “I1S OUR GOD LISTENING?”), PENGUIN BOOKS, 1993.

2. HICK, JOHN. PHILOSOPHY OF RELIGION (CH 9: CONFLICTING TRUTH CLAIM OF DIFFERENT RELIGIONS), 1922.

3. SHARPE, ERICJ. COMPARATIVE RELIGION: A HISTORY (CH 11: TOWARDS A DIALOGUE OF RELIGIONS?), BRISTOL
CLASSICAL PRESS: NEW EDITION, 2013.

4, SMITH, WILFRED CANTWELL. TOWARDS A WORLD THEOLOGY: FAITH AND THE COMPARATIVE HISTORY OF
RELIGIONS, PALGRAVE MACMILLAN, 1990.

5. SMITH, WILLIAM K. OXTOBY(AUTHOR), SMITH CANTWELL (ED.) RELIGIOUS DIVERSITY, CROSSROAD PUBLISHING
Co., 1982.

6. SMITH, WILFRED CANTWELL. PATTERNS OF FAITH AROUND THE WORLD, ONEWORLD PUBLICATIONS, 1998.
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B.A. IN COMPARATIVE RELIGION

SEMESTER VI
CouRrst Cope: MIJCR16 COURSE: FOLK AND TRIBAL RELIGIONS
COURSE CREDIT: 4 ToTAL CONTACT HOURS: 72 TYPE OF COURSE: MAJOR
TOTAL ASSESSMENT MARKS: 100 | INTERNAL MARks: 20 END SEMESTER MARKS: 80

COURSE OBIJECTIVES:

PwnNPRE

To introduce students to non-mainstream aspects of Religion

To introduce students to dimensions of religions beyond scriptures.

To introduce students to some unequivocal practices, present in folk cultures of all religions.
To understand the nature of folk and tribal traditions.

COURSE OUTCOME:

1. Students will gain a new perspective of understanding about religions.

2. STUDENTS WILL LEARN TO UNDERSTAND, APPRECIATE AND EVALUATE THE ORAL TRADITIONS WITHIN RELIGIONS.

3. STUDENTS WILL LEARN ABOUT THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN MAGIC AND RELIGION.

4, STUDENTS WILL LEARN TO REFLECT UPON GENDER AND CLASS DYNAMICS EMBEDDED IN THE ORAL DIMENSION OF
RELIGIOUS TRADITIONS.

St. No. CONTENT OF COURSE
1| WHAT ARE FOLK AND TRIBAL TRADITIONS
2| NON-SCRIPTURAL BRATA RITUALS IN INDIAN FOLK PRACTICES
3| POSSESSION CULTURE IN INDIAN TRIBAL AND FOLK PRACTICES
4| MAGIC IN FOLK AND TRIBAL PRACTICES
5| SHAMANS AND SHAMANISM IN FOLK AND TRIBAL TRADITIONS
6| WITCHCRAFT IN TRIBAL TRADITIONS.
SUGGESTED READINGS
1. J. Troisi, Tribal Religion: Religious Beliefs and Practices among the Santals, Manohar, 2000.
2. June McDaniel. Making Virtuous Daughter's and Wives: An introduction to Women's Brata
Rituals in Bengali Folk Religion.
3. June McDaniel, Offering Flowers, Feeding Skulls: Popular Goddess Worship in West Bengal. USA:
Oxford University Press, 2004.
4, Eliade, Mircea. Shamanism: Archaic Techniques of Ecstacy. Princeton University Press, 2020.
5. JACKSON, PETER. HORIZONS OF SHAMANISM: A TRIANGULAR APPROACH TO THE HISTORY AND

ANTHROPOLOGY OF ECSTATIC TECHNIQUES. STOCKHOLM UNIVERSITY PRESS, 2016.
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B.A. IN COMPARATIVE RELIGION

SEMESTER VII
CouRse CoDE: MJCR17 COURSE TITLE: SOCIOLOGY OF RELIGION
COURSE CREDIT: 4 ToTAL CONTACT HOURS: 72 (App. 12 | TYPE OF COURSE: MAJOR
HRS FOR EACH TOPIC)
TotAL AssesSMENT MARKS: 100 | INTERNAL MARKs: 20 END SEMESTER MARks: 80
COURSE OBJECTIVES:
1. Tointroduce sociological approach to the study of religions.

N

To acquaint the students with the social formations, structures and functions of religions.

To present theories and related to the social functions of religions from the approaches of
Indian and Western scholars.

To make the students aware of the role of religions in the emergence of social institutions and
customs.

COURSE OUTCOME:

. The students will get acquainted with the works of major sociologists of religion.
. The students will develop critical understanding of different sociological theories of religion and

their specificities.

. The students will gain knowledge of functions of religion in different cultures and societies.
. The students would get insights into the functions of religions in the light of constitutional

democracy.

SL.

No. CONTENT OF COURSE

Karl Marx: Thesis on Feuerbach — Base and Superstructure — Religion as Ideology

Emile Durkheim: Definition of Religion — Critique of Animism and Naturism — Totemism

wiNE

Max Weber: Rise of Religions — Prophecy, Charisma and Breakthrough — Asceticism and
Mysticism

B

Ambedkar: Decline and Fall of Buddhism — Philosophical Defence of Counter-Revolution

5. André Béteille: Intellectuals — Secularism

6. Globalisation and Religion

SUGGESTED READINGS

1. Engels, Frederick (1973). Ludwig Feuerbach and the End of Classical German Philosophy.
Moscow: Progress Publishers, pp. 63- 65.

2. Marx, Karl (1977). A Contribution to the Critique of Political Economy. Moscow: Progress
Publishers, pp. 19 — 23.

3. Raines, John (2002). Marx on Religion. Philadelphia: Temple University Press, pp. 167 — 181.

4, Durkheim, Emile (1976)., The Elementary Forms of the Religious Life. (J. W. Swain Tr.) London:
George Allen & Unwin Ltd.

5. Weber, Max (1965). The Sociology of Religion. (E. Fischoff Tr.). London: Metheun and Co Ltd.

6. Ambedkar, B. R. (2014). Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar Writings and Speeches (Vol. lll). (V. Moon, Ed.)
New Delhi: Dr. Ambedkar Foundation, Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment, pp. 229 —
238, 357 — 380.

7. Béteille, André (2002). Antinomies of Society: Essays on ldeologies and Institutions. New Delhi:
Oxford University Press, pp. 83 — 107.

8. Davie, Grace (2008). The Sociology of Religion. New Delhi: Sage, pp. 202 — 223.
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B.A. IN COMPARATIVE RELIGION

SEMESTER VII
CouRse CoDE: MJCR18 COURSE TITLE: PHENOMENOLOGY OF RELIGION
COURSE CREDIT: 4 ToTAL CONTACT HOURS: 72 (App. 12 | TYPE OF COURSE: MAJOR
HRS FOR EACH TOPIC)
ToTtAL AsSESSMENT MARKS: 100 | INTERNAL MARKS: 20 END SEMESTER MARKS: 80

COURSE OBIJECTIVES:

1. Tointroduce existential and phenomenological approaches to the study of religions.

To acquaint the students with the philosophical enquiries concerning religions.

3. To present philosophical theories which present the study of religious beliefs and practices
from the subjective and socio-historical situatedness.

4. To make the students aware of the role of religions in subjective dispositions.

N

COURSE OUTCOME:

1. The students will get acquainted with the works of major existentialists and phenomenologists.
2. The students will develop critical understanding of different existentialist and phenomenological
theories of religion and their specificities.
. The students will gain knowledge of subject-object perceptual functions of religion.
4. The students would get critical insights into the subjective dispositions of religious beliefs and
practices.

w

St. No. CONTENT OF COURSE
1. Introduction to Existentialism: Historical Context — Existence Precedes Essence — Theistic
and Atheistic Existentialists
2. Soren Kierkegaard: Revolt against Hegel’s Rationalism — Truth, Freedom and Subjectivity

— Stages of Existence

3. Friedrich Nietzsche: Genealogy of Morals — Critique of Modernity and Religions — Death
of God — Superman/Overman

4. Phenomenology of Religion: An Overview — From Husserlian Phenomenology to
Phenomenology of Religion

5. Some prominent phenomenologists: Gerardus van der Leeuw, Joachim Wach, and

Rudolf Otto
6. Immanuel Levinas: Primacy of Ethics — Epiphany — Interiority and Exteriority
SUGGESTED READINGS
1. Robert C. Solomon, Robert C. (2001). From Rationalism to Existentialism. New York and

Oxford: Rowman and Little Field Publishers

2. Walter Kaufmann, Walter (1975). Nietzsche — Philosopher, Psychologist, Antichrist,
Princeton: Princeton University Press.

3. Twilight of the Idols and the Anti-Christ, (R.J. Hollingdale Tr.) London and New York:
Penguin Books.

4. Nietzsche, Friedrich (2003). Thus Spoke Zarathustra, (R.J. Hollingdale Tr.) London and
New York: Penguin Books.

5. Sharpe, EricJ (1975). Comparative Religion: A History. London: Duckworth.

6. Joachim, Wach (1958). The Comparative Study of Religions, New York: Columbia
University Press.

7. Cox, J (2010). An Introduction to the Phenomenology of Religion. London: Continuum

8. Otto, Rudolf (1968). The Idea Of The Holy. Oxford: Oxford University Press.

9. Levinas, Emmanuel (1979). Totality and Infinity: An Essay on Exteriority. (A. Lingis Tr.)
Boston: Martinus Nijhoff Publishers.
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B.A. IN COMPARATIVE RELIGION
SEMESTER VII

CouRrse Cobpe: MJCR19 COURSE TITLE: SIGNIFICANT RELIGIOUS THEMES

COuURSE CREDIT: 4 ToTAL CONTACT HOURS: 72 TyPe oF COURSE: MAJOR

ToTAL ASSESSMENT MARKS: 100 | INTERNAL MARKS: 20 END SEMESTER MARKS: 80

COURSE OBJECTIVES:

PwwnNpeE

To introduce the major themes of religion

To present different sets of ideas related to a particular theme

To apply these themes to particular religions

To present the similarities and differences of the same themes in different religions

COURSE OUTCOME:

A WN -

. The students will gain understanding of the major themes of world’s major religions.

. The students will learn the perspectives of different religions on the same theme.

. The students will develop comparative and analytical skills.

. The students will be able to appreciate the similarities and the differences in different religions.

SL. No.

CONTENT OF COURSE

1.

THE CONCEPT OF HOLY IN DIFFERENT RELIGIONS

THE CONCEPT OF GOOD AND EVIL, VIRTUE AND SIN IN DIFFERENT RELIGIONS

THE CONCEPT OF WORSHIP IN DIFFERENT RELIGIONS

THE CONCEPT OF TIME AND SPACE IN DIFFERENT RELIGIONS

THE CONCEPT OF BODY AND SOUL IN DIFFERENT RELIGIONS

o unipwIN

THE CONCEPT OF DEATH AND AFTERLIFE IN DIFFERENT RELIGIONS

SUGGESTED READINGS

ELIADE, MIRCEA (ED.). ENCYCLOPEDIA OF RELIGION. NEW YORK: MIACMILLAN PUBLISHLNG COMPANY,
1987. (SELECTED ARTICLES)

HASTINGS, JAMES (ED.). ENCYCLOPEDIA OF RELIGION OND ETHICS. EDINBURG: T. & T. CLARK, 1981.
(SELECTED ARTICLES)

TyLoR, MARK C. CRITICAL TERMS FOR RELIGIOUS STUDIES. CHICAGO: CHICAGO UNIVERSITY PRESS, 1998.

ORsl, ROBERT A. (ED.). THE CAMBRIDGE COMPANION TO RELIGIOUS STUDIES. CAMBRIDGE: CAMBRIDGE
UNIVERSITY PRESS, 2011.

STAUSBERG, MICHAEL AND STEVEN ENGLER (EDS.). THE OXFORD HANDBOOK OF THE STUDY OF RELIGION.
OXFORD: OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS, 2016.

HINNELLS, JOHN. THE ROUTLEDGE COMPANION TO THE STUDY OF RELIGION. LONDON: ROUTLEDGE, 2009.
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B.A. IN COMPARATIVE RELIGION

SEMESTER VII
CouRsE Cobe: RDCRO1 COURSE TITLE: RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
COURSE CREDIT: 4 ToTAL CONTACT HOURS: 72 TyPE OF COURSE: CORE
ToTAL ASSESSMENT MARKS: 100 | INTERNAL MARKS: 20 END SEMESTER MARKS: 80
COURSE OBJECTIVES:
1. To make the students to be aware of the importance of research
2. To help the students to be familiar with the basics of research methodology
3. Tointroduce the students a systematic method of data collection, analysis and Interpretation
4. To familiarize the students with the process of report writings
5. To teach the students citations, references and use of MS Word in research
COURSE OUTCOME:
1. The students will be able to identify thrust area of research
2. They will be able to generate their interest towards research
3. They will be able to enrich their knowledge of empirical research
4. They will be able to do qualitative and quantitative research at their under graduate level
5. They will be able to acknowledge the citations and use the MS Word in their research
S. No. CONTENT OF COURSE

1. | Introduction — Definition and Importance of Research; Types of Research; Methods of

Research Formulating Objectives and Hypothesis of Research

2. | Process of Research - Review of Literature; Identification of Research Problem; Formulating

Objectives and Hypothesis of Research

3. | Data Collection — Definition and Importance; Types of Data Collection; Sampling Methods in

Data Collection; Tools of Data Collection

4. | Methods of Data Analysis and Interpretation — Definition and Importance; Types and Methods
of Data Analysis; Stages of Report Writing; Methods of Report Writing (Clear, Concise,

Complete & Accurate); Process of Report Writing

5. | Citations and References - Chicago Style of Foot Note and End Note Citations; In-text Citation;

Chicago and APA Styles of Bibliography; Webliography

6. | Research and Use of Computer — Basic Use of Computer; Use of MS Word; Features of MS

Word and Research

SUGGESTED READINGS

1. | Bhakar, Sher Singh. (Ed.). (2015). A Hand Book on Writing Research Paper in Social Sciences.

Bharti Publications.

2. | Billups, Felice D. (2019). Qualitative Data Collection Tools: Design, Development, and

Applications. Sage Publications, Inc.

3. | Bora, Pranjal. (2023). A Concise Book on Research Methodology and Research and Publication

Ethics. Notion Press.

4. | Henn, M Mark. (2006). A Short Introduction to Social Research. Vistaar Publications.

5. | Jones, Herbert. (2020). Data Analytics: An Essential Beginner's Guide to Data Mining, Data
Collection, Big Data Analytics for Business, and Business Intelligence Concepts. Bravex

Publications.

6. | Kothari, C. R. (2014). Research Methodology — Methods and Techniques. New Age Publications.

7. | Krishnaswami, O. R. (2001). Methodology of Research in Social Sciences. Himalaya Publishing

House.

8. | Kumar, Renjith. (2009). Research Methodology: A Step-by-Step Guide for Research. Pearson

Education.

9. | Kundan, K. (2012). Data Interpretation. BSC Publishing Co. Pvt. Ltd.

10. | OO, Mayo M. (2020), A Beginner Guide to Research Data Collection. Self-Publication.
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B.A. IN COMPARATIVE RELIGION

SEMESTER VII
CouRsE Cope: MJCR-O1A COURSE TITLE: TEXTUAL STUDY — BUDDHA AND HiS DHAMMA
COURSE CREDIT: 4 ToTAL CONTACT HOURS: 72 (APp. 12 | TYPE OF COURSE: 4
HRS FOR EACH TOPIC)
TOTAL ASSESSMENT MARKS: 100 | INTERNAL MARKs: 20 END SEMESTER MARKS: 80
COURSE OBJECTIVES:
1. To acquaint and introduce the students to the philosophy to Buddhism.
2. Toreread Buddhism in the context of modernity.
3. Tointroduce the basic tenets/concepts of Buddhism with reference to Enlightenment Ideals.
4. To present overviews of the concepts of Buddha from the social emancipatory standpoint.

COURSE OUTCOME:

1. The students would be able to understand the hermeneutical approaches to the reading of the

texts.

2. The students would be able to understand the basic concepts of Buddhism in the light of
modern democracy.

3. The students would be able to understand the social inequalities and to address in the light of
constitutional provisions.

St. No. CONTENT OF COURSE
1. REREADING BUDDHISM
2. BUDDHA’S PARIVRAJA
3. FOUR NOBLE TRUTHS
4. SouL, KARMA AND REBIRTH
5. BHIKKU
6. BUDDHA AND THE NOTIONS OF EQUALITY, FREEDOM AND FRATERNITY
SUGGESTED TEXT
1. Ambedkar, B. R. (2014). Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar Writings and Speeches (Vol. XI). (V.

Moon, Ed.) New Delhi: Dr. Ambedkar Foundation, Ministry of Social Justice and
Empowerment.
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B.A. IN COMPARATIVE RELIGION

SEMESTER VII
CouRse Cobe: MJCR-O1B COURSE TITLE: TEXTUAL STUDY — INDIAN ATHEISM
COURSE CREDIT: 4 ToTAL CONTACT HOURS: 72 (App. 12 | TYPE OF COURSE: MAJOR
HRS FOR EACH TOPIC)
TOTAL ASSESSMENT MARKS: 100 | INTERNAL MARKS: 20 END SEMESTER MARKS: 80
COURSE OBJECTIVES:
1. Toacquaint and introduce the students to the philosophical traditions of India.
2. To present the Indian philosophical schools and their contributions to materialism.
3. Tointroduce the basic tenets/concepts and materialistic overviews of these different systems.
4. To study Indian philosophical schools with critical perspectives.

COURSE OUTCOME:

[EY

The students should be able to understand the Philosophy of the Veda and Upanishads.

2. The students should be able to understand the basic concepts of these different Heterodox

systems.
3. The students should be able to understand present overviews of these Indian Philosophical
Systems.
St. No. CONTENT OF COURSE
1. INDIAN SPIRITUALISM
2. SAMKHYA AND ATHEISM
3. BUDDHIST ATHEISM
4, JAINA ATHEISM
5. MIMAMSA ATHEISM
6. NYAYA-VAISESIKA ATHEISM
SUGGESTED TEXT
1. CHATTOPADHYAYA, DEBIPRASAD (2008). INDIAN ATHEISM. NEW DELHI: PEOPLE’S PUBLISHING HOUSE.
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B.A. IN COMPARATIVE RELIGION

SEMESTER VII
CouRsE CoDE: MJCR-O1C COURSE TITLE: TEXTUAL STUDY — PERIYAR: A STUDY IN POLITICAL ATHEISM
COURSE CREDIT: 4 ToTAL CONTACT HOURS: 72 (App. 12 | TYPE OF COURSE: MAJOR
HRS FOR EACH TOPIC)
ToTAL AssesSMENT MARKS: 100 | INTERNAL MARKS: 20 END SEMESTER MARKS: 80
COURSE OBJECTIVES:
1. To acquaint and introduce the students to the works of social reform movements and their
implications.

2. To present philosophy of religion within the social settings of India.
To introduce the students how the state, religion, caste and gender intersect.
4. To acquaint students with critical interpretative traditions.

w

COURSE OUTCOME:

1. The students should be able to differentiate political theology and political atheism.
2. The students should be able to understand the interpretative traditions in the light of
modernity, rationalism and Constitution of India.
3. The students would be able for a critical understanding of politics and religion.
StL. No. CONTENT OF COURSE
1. INTRODUCING PERIYAR
2. PoLITICAL ATHEISM
3. MARXISM AND ANARCHISM
4, ANTI-PHILOSOPHICAL PHILOSOPHY
5. RELIGIOUS CONVERSION
6. POST-SECULARISM AND NEW ATHEISM
SUGGESTED TEXT
1. MANOHARAN, KARTHICK RAM (2022). PERIYAR: A STUDY IN POLITICAL ATHEISM. HYDERABAD: ORIENT

BLACKSWAN.
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B.A. IN COMPARATIVE RELIGION
SEMESTER VII

CouRrse Cobpe: MJCR-01D COURSE TITLE: TEXTUAL STUDY — THE LIFE AND TEACHINGS OF SAINT
RAMALINGAR

COuURSE CREDIT: 4 ToTAL CONTACT HOURS: 72 TYPE OF COURSE: MAJOR

ToTAL ASSESSMENT MARKS: 100 | INTERNAL MARKS: 20 END SEMESTER MARKs: 80

COURSE OBIJECTIVES:

To help the students to know the life of Saint Ramalingar

To introduce the students the social reformation of Saint Ramalingar

To help the students to learn the relationship between spirituality and social service
To teach the students Saint Ramalingar’s view on embodied immortality

PwwnNpE

COURSE OUTCOME:

[EY

The students will be able to learn Saint Ramalingar as a social reformer

. They will actively participate in the humanitarian works

3. They will be able to promote the spirit of tolerance, mutual appreciation, peace and harmony in
the society

4. They will be able to critically analyse the merits and demerits of the text

N

SL. No. CONTENT OF COURSE

1. The Life History of Saint Ramalingar

A Social Reformer

The Right for Integration through Soul Love

Triangle of Devotion, Service and Spirituality

Super Natural Powers and Embodied Immortality

o unswIN

Critical Evaluation of the Text

SUGGESTED READINGS

1. Annamalai, SP. (1988). The Life and Teachings of Saint Ramalingar. Bharatiya Vidya
Bhavan.
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B.A. IN COMPARATIVE RELIGION

SEMESTER VI
CouRsE Cobe: MJCR-O1E COURSE TITLE: TEXTUAL STUDY — THE POLLUTED GOD: A THEOLOGY OF THE
UNBECOMING MESSIAH
COURSE CREDIT: 4 TOTAL CONTACT HOURS: 72 TyPE OF COURSE: MAJOR
ToTAL AsSESSMENT MARKS: 100 | INTERNAL MARKs: 20 END SEMESTER MARKS: 80
COURSE OBJECTIVES:
1. To help the students to know the Dalit Christian Theology
2. Tointroduce the students the basics of caste rigidity in India
3. To help the students to learn the struggles of Dalits in India
4. To teach the students the theological understanding of God and Dalits
COURSE OUTCOME:
1. The students will be able to learn the root cause of caste system in India
2. They will able to realize the struggles of Dalits in India
3. They will be able to shun the practice of caste system and discrimination in their day today lives
4. They will be able to critically analyse the merits and demerits of the text

SL. No. CONTENT OF COURSE

1. Dalit Christian Liberation Theology

Caste System and Caste Ideologies

Pollution and Rituals of Purity

The Polluted God: A Theology of the Unbecoming Messiah

niswN

Jesus the Christ as the New Species Being: Christological Anthropology for Dalit
Liberation

6. Critical Evaluation of the Text

SUGGESTED READINGS

1. Sudhakar, Solomon. (2021). The Polluted God: A Theology of the Unbecoming Messiah.
Christian World Imprints.
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B.A. IN COMPARATIVE RELIGION

SEMESTER VII
CouRse Cope: MICR-O1F COURSE TITLE: TEXTUAL STUDY — SRI NARADA BHAKTI SUTRA
COURSE CREDIT: 4 ToTAL CONTACT HOURS: 72 TYPE OF COURSE: MAJOR
ToTAL ASSESSMENT MARKS: 100 | INTERNAL MARKS: 20 END SEMESTER MARKS: 80

COURSE OBIJECTIVES:

1. To take a deeper look into the Hindu concept of devotion in the pre-Gita period.

2. To make sense of the Vaishnava way of devotional practices.

3. To learn to incorporate aspects of Hindu devotional beliefs and practices into the purview of
academic study.

4. To broaden our understanding of devotion and its systematization in scriptures from ancient
Indian sources.

COURSE OUTCOME:

1. Students will gain a broader perspective on the scope of academics in understanding devotion
and devotional practices in the Vaishnava branch of Hinduism.

2. Students will be introduced to an ancient Hindu text on devotion.

3. Students will be introduced to study of Hindu ways of devotion both prescribed and beyond
prescription from ancient scriptural sources.

4. Students will develop abilities to critically study ancient texts and acquire the ability to express
their understanding in written forms.

SL. No. CONTENT OF COURSE

1| BHAKTI (DEVOTION) AND ITS PRACTICES

DIFFERENT DEFINITIONS OF BHAKTI

SUDDHA BHAKTI OR PURE DEVOTION

BHAKTI MARGA OR DEVOTION AS A SPIRITUAL PATH

BAIDHI BHAKTI OR DEVOTION ACCORDING TO SCRIPTURAL PRESCRIPTIONS

AN~ WN

RAGANUGA BHAKTI OR ECSTATIC DEVOTION

SUGGESTED TEXT

1. SRI NARADA BHAKTI SUTRA ( ANY PUBLICATION WITH THE SANSKRIT TEXT)

DEPARTMENT OF PHILOSOPHY AND COMPARATIVE RELIGION, VISVA-BHARATI, SANTINIKETAN 34



USER
Typewritten Text
100

USER
Typewritten Text
20

USER
Typewritten Text
80


B.A. IN COMPARATIVE RELIGION

SEMESTER VII
CouRrse Cope: MIJCR-01G COURSE TITLE: TEXTUAL STUDY — MIAHABHARATA: SHANTI PARVA
COURSE CREDIT: 4 ToTAL CONTACT HOURS: 72 TYPE OF COURSE: MAJOR
ToTAL ASSESSMENT MIARKS: 100 | INTERNAL MARKS: 20 END SEMESTER MARKS: 80

COURSE OBIJECTIVES:

1. Introduction to a classical text as a primary source of the Hindu traditional practices.

2. Gaining a deeper understanding of the ancient Indian Political philosophy and its
implementation.

3. Introduction to various key concepts of contemporary relevance from traditional Indian

sources.
4. Learning about ancient Indian systems of knowledge creation and propagation.
COURSE OUTCOME:
1. Students will find ways to connect with an ancient Indian text.
2. Students will be introduced to the political thought process of ancient India.
3. Students will be introduced to the process of knowledge accumulation in ancient India.
4. Students will develop abilities to critically understand ancient Indian texts and acquire the ability to
express their understanding in written forms.
St. No. CONTENT OF COURSE
1| AN INTRODUCTION TO SHANTI PARVA OF THE MAHABHARATA
2| RAJADHARMA- ANUSASHANA PARVA (A SUB SECTION OF SHANTI PARVA) CHAPTERS 1-130
3| DISCUSSIONS ON DHARMA
4| DiscUSSIONS ON GOVERNANCE, RIGHTS, JUSTICE AND PROSPERITY
5| DISCUSSIONS ON THE DUTIES OF A RULER, THE CABINET OF A KING, TAX RULES, PUNISHMENT AND JUSTICE
6| DISCUSSIONS ON VARNA OR CASTE
SUGGESTED TEXT
1. MAHABHARATA BOOK 12 (SHANTI PARVA), SANSKRIT TEXT WITH ENGLISH TRANSLATION.
GANGULY, KISHORI MOHAN (TRANS.), KINDLE EDITION.
OR,
MAHABHARATA VOL. 8 (SHANTI PARVA). SANSKRIT TEXT WITH ENGLISH TRANSLATION.
SHARMA, ISHWAR CHANDRA & BimoLl, O. N. (EDS.), PARIMAL SANSKRIT SERIES 60, PARIMAL
PUBLICATION: DELHI
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B.A. IN COMPARATIVE RELIGION

SEMESTER VI
CouRse CoDE: MJCR-O1H COURSE TITLE: TEXTUAL STUDY — EARLY HISTORY OF THE VAISHNAVA FAITH
AND MOVEMENT IN ASSAM: SANKARDEVA AND His TIMES
COURSE CREDIT: 04 TOTAL CONTACT HOURS: 72 TyPE OF COURSE: OPTIONAL
ToTAL ASSESSMENT MARKS: 100 | INTERNAL MARKS: 20 END SEMESTER MARKs: 80
COURSE OBJECTIVES:
1. To acquaint and introduce the students to the philosophy of Vaisnavism.
2. To present the Neo- Vaisnava tradition of Assam and North East.
3. Tointroduce the basic tenets/concepts of Assamese Vaisnavism in the light of Vedanta.
4. To present overviews of the philosophical system of Sankardeva.
COURSE OUTCOME:

1. The students should be able to understand the Philosophy of Vaisnavism.
2. The students should be able to understand the basic concepts of the Neo-Vaisnavism.
3. The students should be able to understand the Philosophical System of Sanikardeva.
St. No. CONTENT OF COURSE

1. EARLY HISTORY OF THE VAISNAVA MOVEMENT

2. SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC BACKGROUND

3. NEO-VAISNAVA INSTITUTIONS AND PRACTICES

4, VAISNAVA Music AND DANCE

5. THE DOCTRINE OF THE FAITH: BHAKTI RATNAKARA

SUGGESTED READINGS

1. NEOG, MAHESHWAR. (1985). EARLY HISTORY OF THE VAISNAVA FAITH AND MOVEMENT IN ASSAM:
SANKARDEVA AND His TIMES. NEW DELHI. INDIA. MOTILAL BANARSIDASS.
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B.A. IN COMPARATIVE RELIGION
SEMESTER VII

CouRrse Cobpe: MJCR-O1H COURSE TITLE: TEXTUAL STUDY — TEXTUAL STUDIES-QURAN AND HADITH

CouRrsEe CReDIT: 04 ToTAL CONTACT HOURS: 72 TyPE oF COURSE: OPTIONAL

ToTAL ASSESSMENT MARKS: 100 | INTERNAL MARKS: 20 END SEMESTER MARKS: 80

COURSE OBJECTIVES:

To acquaint and introduce the students to the philosophy of Vaisnavism.

To present the Neo- Vaisnava tradition of Assam and North East.

To introduce the basic tenets/concepts of Assamese Vaisnavism in the light of Vedanta.
To present overviews of the philosophical system of Sarnikardeva.

PwwnNpeE

COURSE OUTCOME:

[ERN

. The students should be able to understand the Philosophy of Vaisnavism.
. The students should be able to understand the basic concepts of the Neo-Vaisnavism.
. The students should be able to understand the Philosophical System of Sankardeva.

w N

SL. No. CONTENT OF COURSE

1. Quran:

a) 2:163,255,59:22-24,112:1-4,67:130
b) 6:124, 10:47, 4:150-151

c) 2:190,218,3:169-170,22:39,78.

d) 2:83,212, 215,228, 4:36, 17:26

2. Hadith:

a) Page-3( Hadith No.2,3,6)

b) Page-74-75( first four Hadith)
c) Page-80-81(Five Hadith)

d) Page-97-98(Hadith-1,2,4,6,7)

SUGGESTED READINGS

1. Nisar Ahmed-The fundamental Teachings of Quran and Hadith, Kitab Bhavan, New Delhi, 2009
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B.A. IN COMPARATIVE RELIGION

SEMESTER VIII
CouRse Cope: MJCR20 COURSE TITLE: PSYCHOLOGY OF RELIGION
COURSE CREDIT: 4 TOTAL CONTACT HOURS: 72 TyPE OF COURSE: MAJOR
ToTAL ASSESSMENT MARKS: 100 | INTERNAL MARKS: 20 END SEMESTER MARKS: 80

COURSE OBJECTIVES:

To introduce a multidisciopilinary approach to the study of religion
To present a chronological development of Psychology of Religion
To present the basics of Psychology

PwnNhpE

To present the main theories of major psychologists regarding the origin, the nature of religion,

the interaction between faith and psyche, human emotional response to spiritual experiences

etc.

COURSE OUTCOME:

1. The students will get acquainted with the factors which led to the developments of various
multidisciplinary approaches to the study of religion.

2. The students will be able to understand the basics of Psychology.

The students will be able to understand the different psychological theories of religion.

4. The student will be able to appreciate the universality of spiritual experiences.

w

SL. No. CONTENT OF COURSE

BACKGROUND TO THE DISCIPLINE OF PSYCHOLOGY OF RELIGION

EARLIEST PSYCHOLOGISTS OF RELIGION: STANLEY HALL, E.D. STARBUCK, AND J.H. LEUBA

WIiLLIAM JAMES: THE NATURE OF RELIGIOUS EXPERIENCE

S. FREUD: THEORIES OF RELIGION

CARL JUNG: COLLECTIVE UNCONSCIOUS

QUNRIWNE

ALFRED ADLER, ERICH FROMM, AND SUDHIR KAKKAR

SUGGESTED READINGS

=

Thouless, Robert S. An Introduction to the Psycholoy of Religion. Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 1971.

Freud, S. Totem and Taboo. London: George Routledge and sons Ltd., 1919. (chapter 3)

Freud, S. The Future of an lllusion. New York: Norton & Company, 1999. (selections)

Freud, S. Civilisation and its Discontents.New York: Norton & Company, 1989. (chapter 1)

Freud, S. Moses and Monotheism. Hertfordshire: Hogarth press, 1939. (First Section)

N uikwWwN

(Selections)

James, W. The Varieties of Religious Experience. New York: Penguine Books, 1982 (Selections)

Jung, C.G. Psychology & Religion: West and East. New Jersey: Princeton University Press, 1969.

8. Adler, A. Superiority and Social Interest: A Collection of Later Writings. H. L. Ansbacher and R. R.

Ansbacher (Eds.). New York, NY: W. W. Norton 1979. (Chapter 21)

9. Fromm, Erich. Psychoanalysis and Religion. New Haven: Yale University Press. 1950.

10. | Sudhir Kakar, Mad and Divine — Spirit and Psyche in the Modern World. Chicago: University of

Chicago Press, 2009.
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B.A. IN COMPARATIVE RELIGION

SEMESTER VIII
CouRse CoDE: MJCR21 COURSE TITLE: ANTHROPOLOGY OF RELIGION
COURSE CREDIT: 4 ToTAL CONTACT HOURS: 72 (APP. 12 | TYPE OF COURSE: MAJOR
HRS FOR EACH TOPIC)
ToTAL AsSESSMENT MARKS: 100 | INTERNAL MARKS: 20 END SEMESTER MARKS: 80

COURSE OBIJECTIVES:

To introduce a multidisciplinary approach to religion.

To present basics of anthropology.

To present theories related to origin, development, and function of religion.

To acquaint students with the Western and Indian anthropological theories about the origins
and social institutions.

PwwnNpE

COURSE OUTCOME:

1. The students will get acquainted with the works of major anthropologists of religion.
2. The students will develop critical understanding of different anthropological theories of religion.
3. The students will gain knowledge of different cultures.
4. The students will also develop understanding of ethnography and data collection.
SL. No. CONTENT OF COURSE
1. BACKGROUND TO THE DISCIPLINE OF ANTHROPOLOGY OF RELIGION
2. BRITISH SCHOOL OF ANTHROPOLOGY: TYLOR, AND FRAZER
3. 20TH CENTURY ANTHROPOLOGY OF RELIGION: B. MALINOWSKI, VICTOR TURNER, C. GEERTZ
4. CRITIQUE OF MAJOR ANTHROPOLOGICAL THEORIES OF RELIGION: TALAL ASAD
5. BROKEN MIEN AND UNTOUCHABILITY: B. R. AMBEDKAR
6. SANSKRITISATION AND WESTERNISATION: M.N. SRINIVAS
SUGGESTED READINGS
1. Tylor, E. B. Primitive Culture. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2010. (Selections)
2. Frazer, J. G. The Golden Bough. New york: Macmillan, 1963. (selections)
3. Malinowski, B. Magic, Science and Religion and Other Essays. lllinois: The Free
Press,1948.
(Selections)
4, Turner, Victor. The Ritual Process: Structure and Anti-Structure. Chicago: Aldine

Publishing Company, 1969. (Selections)

5. Geertz, C. The Interpretation of Culture. New york: Basic Books, 1973. (Selections)

6. Asad, Talal. Genealogies of Religion: Discipline and Reasons of Power in Christianity and
Islam. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1993. (pp. 27-54)

7. Ambedkar, B. R. (2014). Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar Writings and Speeches (Vol. VII). (V.
Moon, Ed.) New Delhi: Dr. Ambedkar Foundation, Ministry of Social Justice and
Empowerment, pp. 311 -322, 370 - 380.

8. Srinivas, M. N. (2012). The Oxford India Srinivas. New Delhi: Oxford University Press, pp.
200 - 250.
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(RESEARCH DISSERTATION COURSE)

CoURSE CoDE: RDCRO02

COURSE TITLE: REVIEW OF LITERATURE

COURSE CREDIT: 4 (FOUR)

TOTAL CONTACT HOURS: 72

TYPE OF COURSE: THEORY

TOTAL MARKS: 100

INTERNAL MARKS: 20

END SEMESTER MARKS: 80

COURSE OBJECTIVES:

1. To make the students to identify the thrust area of their research
2. To equip the students to make a survey of literature available in the field of their research interest
3. To make the students to identify the gaps in the already available sources of literature for further research
4. To help the students to understand the preliminary stages of research and to identify the research problems
COURSE OUTCOME:
1. The students will be able to identify the thrust areas of their intended research
2. The students will be equipped to identify the research gaps in the available sources of literature
3. The students will be able to understand the preliminary stages of research work
4. The students will be able to identify the research problems for their intended research work

COURSE DESCRIPTION:

1. The students should consult various available sources of data in consultation with the allotted supervisor for their

research work

2. The research work can be based either on textual study or on field based work

3. The students should make an evaluation of the data available in the sources relevant to their research work and
identify the research gaps and new research problems for their intended research

4. ltis advisable that the students would identify at least 25 (approximately 10 books + 15 journal publications)

5. They should make a typed copy of written report in the prescribed format of about 25 pages of their evaluations and
findings of their review of literature within the first half of their V111 Semester and will be evaluated by the

supervisor concerned.

(RESEARCH DISSERTATION COURSE)

CouRrsE CobDE: RDCRO03

CoOURSE TITLE: DISSERTATION

COURSE CREDIT: 4 (FOUR)

TOTAL CONTACT HOURS: 72

TYPE OF COURSE: THEORY

ToTAL MARKS: 100

INTERNAL MARKS: 20

END SEMESTER MARKS: 80

COURSE OBJECTIVES:

1. To help the students to prepare for their higher education research career.

2. To help the students to equip themselves about the whole process of research from the survey of sources to the

submission of dissertation.

3. To prepare the students about the nuances of systematic writing of a research report.
4. To help the students to make oral presentation of their research and to defend their findings in the presence of

subject experts.

COURSE OUTCOME:

1. The students will be able to equip themselves for further higher research
2. The students will be able to grasp the significance of research in terms of contemporary issues
3. The students will be able to present their research findings systematically either in written or in oral form.

COURSE DESCRIPTION:

1. The students should identify the research gap as well as the research problem based on the Review of Literature, in
consultation with the supervisor allotted to them.

2. They should submit their typed research findings in the prescribed format of dissertation.

3. They should make a written report with a minimum of 50 pages of their research findings which will be evaluated
by an external expert and the supervisor concerned, or as per the rules in force.

4. The students should be able to defend their findings orally in their public viva-voce examination, or as per the rules

in force.

5. The internal marks will be assessed by the respective supervisor/s
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B.A. IN COMPARATIVE RELIGION
SEMESTER VIII

CouRsE Cope: MJCR-02A COURSE TITLE: TEXTUAL STUDY — THE PROTESTANT ETHIC AND THE SPIRIT OF
CAPITALISM

COURSE CREDIT: 4 ToTAL CONTACT HOURS: 72 (APp. 12 | TYPE OF COURSE: 4
HRS FOR EACH TOPIC)

ToTAL AsSESSMENT MARKS: 100 | INTERNAL MARKs: 20 END SEMESTER MARKS: 80

COURSE OBJECTIVES:

1. To acquaint and introduce the students to the sociology of religion.

2. Tointroduce students to the sociological study of religion, with reference to Protestantism.

3. Tointroduce the basic methods of sociological study of religion through Weber’s methodology.

4. To present sociological study of how religion and political economy intersect.

COURSE OUTCOME:

1. The students would be able to understand the sociological approaches to the study of religions
and religious movements.

2. The students would be able to understand the intersection of religious orientations and political
economical aspirations.

3. The students would be able to gain insights into how to study the religious movements with
sociological tools and methods and to apply it in different contexts.

St. No. CONTENT OF COURSE
1. INTRODUCTION
2. RELIGIOUS AFFILIATION AND SOCIAL STRATIFICATION
3. SPIRIT OF CAPITALISM
4, LUTHER’S CONCEPTION OF CALLING
5. RELIGIOUS FOUNDATIONS OF WORLDLY ASCETICISM
6. ASCETICISM AND THE SPIRIT OF CAPITALISM
SUGGESTED TEXT
1. Weber, Max (1995). The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism. (T. Parsons, Tr.).

London: Routledge.
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B.A. IN COMPARATIVE RELIGION
SEMESTER VIII

CouRrse Cobpe: MJCR-02B COURSE TITLE: TEXTUAL STUDY — MARX ON RELIGION

COURSE CREDIT: 4 ToTAL CONTACT HOURS: 72 (APp. 12 | TYPE OF COURSE: 4
HRS FOR EACH TOPIC)

ToTAL AsSESSMENT MARKS: 100 | INTERNAL MARKS: 20 END SEMESTER MARKS: 80

COURSE OBIJECTIVES:

To acquaint and introduce the students to the philosophical study of religions.

To introduce the religious functions from the structural and functionalist analysis.

To introduce the basic concepts of sociology of religion.

To present overviews of the role of religion in the ethics, political economy and society.

PwwnNpE

COURSE OUTCOME:

[EY

. The students would be able to understand the sociological approaches to the study of religions.

. The students would be able to understand how religion, social structure and political economy
intersect.

3. The students would be able to comprehend the social functions of religions.

N

St. No. CONTENT OF COURSE
1. INTRODUCTION
2. YOUNG MARX
3. CONSCIOUSNESS AND THE MATERIAL WORLD
4, ALIENATION AND PRIVATE PROPERTY
5. THESES ON FEUERBACH
6. CRITICISM OF RELIGION

SUGGESTED TEXT

=

Raines, John (2002). Marx on Religion. Philadelphia: Temple University Press.
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B.A. IN COMPARATIVE RELIGION
SEMESTER VIII

Course Cope: MJCR-02C COURSE TITLE: TEXTUAL STUDY — PATTERNS IN COMPARATIVE RELIGION

COURSE CREDIT: 4 TotAL CONTACT HOURS: 72 TyPE OF COURSE: MAJOR

ToTAL ASSESSMENT MARKS: 100 | INTERNAL MARks: 20 END SEMESTER MARKS: 80
COURSE OBJECTIVES:

1. To present various ways in which the Sacred is manifested.

2. To explore myths and symbols of diverse religions, oral as well as textual.

3. To make students familiar with ahistorical study of religion.

4. To study religion per se, without reducing it to any one approach

COURSE OUTCOME:

1. The students will become acquainted with the many ways in which the sacred or the holy is expressed.
2. The students will get to know the different meanings of myths and symbols.
3. The students will learn to study religion without reference to any particular historical period.
4. The student will be able to appreciate the anti-reductive approach.
SL. No. CONTENT OF COURSE

1. THE STRUCTURE AND MORPHOLOGY OF THE SACRED

2. THE EXPRESSION OF THE SACRED IN THE SKY, WATER, STONES, EARTH, AND AGRICULTURE

3. THE SACRED PLACES

4. THE SACRED TIME

5. THE MORPHOLOGY AND FUNCTION OF MYTHS

6. THE STRUCTURE OF SYMBOLS

THE TEXT

Eliade, Mircea. Patterns in Comparative Religion, tr. Rosemary Sheed. New York: Meridian Books,
1949.
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B.A. IN COMPARATIVE RELIGION

SEMESTER VIII
CouRse Cope: MJCR-02D COURSE TITLE: TEXTUAL STUDY — ENCOUNTERING GOD: A SPIRITUAL JOURNEY
FROM BOZEMAN TO BANARAS
COURSE CREDIT: 4 ToTAL CONTACT HOURS: 72 TYPE OF COURSE: MAJOR
TOTAL AsSESSMENT MARKS: 100 | INTERNAL MARKs: 20 END SEMESTER MARKS: 80

COURSE OBIJECTIVES:

1. To take a deeper look into the complex concept of God in Hinduism.

To look into Hindu concepts through the Christian lense.

3. Tolearn to incorporate aspects of Hindu beliefs and practices into the purview of academic
study.

4. To learn to broaden our understanding of key beliefs and practices in religions through
comparative studies.

N

COURSE OUTCOME:

1. Students will gain a broader perspective on the scope of academics in understanding religions
and religious beliefs and practices.

2. Students will be introduced to recent developments in the study of religion in general and
Hinduism in particular.

3. Students will be introduced to study of religious concepts and beliefs across religious
boundaries.

4. Students will develop abilities to critically understand contemporary texts and acquire the ability
to express their understanding in written forms.

SL. No. CONTENT OF COURSE

ENCOUNTERING GOD OF THE HINDUS’ FROM OTHER TRADITIONS (PREFACE)
THE MEANING OF GOD’S ONENESS AND MANYNESS (CH-3)

DARSHANA- NAMING-MAHATMYA-FORMS-ISHTADEVATA (CH-3)

INCARNATION: CHRISTIAN AND HINDU (CH-4)

HoLY SPIRIT AND DIVINE PRESENCE (CH-5)

AN A WN R

THE PRACTICE OF PRAYER AND MEDITATION (CH-6)

SUGGESTED TEXT

1. Eck, DIANA L. ENCOUNTERING GOD: A SPIRITUAL JOURNEY FROM BOZEMAN TO BANARAS, PENGUIN
Books, 1993.
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B.A. IN COMPARATIVE RELIGION
SEMESTER VIII

CouRrse Cobpe: MJCR-0O2E CouRSE TITLE: TEXTUAL STUDY — WHAT ARE YOU DOING WITH YOUR LIFE?

COuURSE CREDIT: 4 ToTAL CONTACT HOURS: 72 TYPE OF COURSE: MAJOR

ToTAL ASSESSMENT MARKS: 100 | INTERNAL MARKS: 20 END SEMESTER MARKS: 80

COURSE OBJECTIVES:

To introduce the students the life and works of a great thinker J. Krishnamurti

To help the students to know the purpose of life

To make the students to learn the freedom of mind

To teach the students J. Krishnamurti’s the meaning of education and relationship

PwwnNpeE

COURSE OUTCOME:

. The students will be able to learn J. Krishnamurti as a thinker

. They will self-examine and analyse the meaning and purpose of life

. They will be able to understand the power and freedom of mind

. They will be able to critically analyse the merits and demerits of the text

A WN -

St. No. CONTENT OF COURSE

1. The Life and Works of J. Krishnamurti

Your Self and Your Life

Self-Knowledge: The Key to Freedom

Education, Work and Money

Relationships

o unipwIN

Critical Evaluation of the Text

SUGGESTED READINGS

1. Krishnamurti, J. (2018). What are you doing with your life? Krishnamurti Foundation
Indian.
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COURSE CODE: MJCR-O2F COURSE TITLE: MAJMA-UL-BAHARAIN (DARA SUKHH)
COURSE CREDIT: 4 (FOUR) TOTAL CONTACT HOURS: TYPE OF COURSE: THEORY
ToTAL MARKS: 100 INTERNAL MARKS: 20 END SEMESTER MARKS: 80
SL. No. CONTENT OF COURSE

1. Discourse on the Elements

2. Discourse on the Senses

3. Devotional Exercises, Attributes and Vision of God, Soul, Four Worlds

4. Concept of Light, Apostleship and Saintship Salvation

SUGGESTED READINGS

1. Dara, Shukoh, (Author) M. Mahafuz-ul-Haq (Tr.), Majma-Ul-Bahrain (The Mingling of the Two

Oceans), (1929) The Asiatic Society of Bengal, Kolkata, India.
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B.A. IN COMPARATIVE RELIGION

SEMESTER VIII
CouRse CoDE: MJCR-O3A COURSE TITLE: TEXTUAL STUDY — FIDEL AND THE RELIGION
COURSE CREDIT: 4 ToTAL CONTACT HOURS: 72 (APp. 12 | TYPE OF COURSE: 4
HRS FOR EACH TOPIC)
ToTAL AssesSMENT MARKS: 100 | INTERNAL MARKs: 20 END SEMESTER MARKS: 80
COURSE OBJECTIVES:
1. To acquaint and introduce the students to the religious aspects of Latin America.

N

To introduce how politics and interpretation of religion cohere.

To introduce the basic concepts of Liberation Theology and its connection to Latin American
politics.

To present overviews of the role of religion in the political economy of Latin America.

COURSE OUTCOME:

. The students would be able to understand the hermeneutical approaches to the reading of the

religious texts.

. The students would be able to understand how religion, politics and political economy intersect

in the Latin American context.

. The students would be able to compare and contrast the role of church, religion and politics in

India with the Latin American context.

SL. No. CONTENT OF COURSE

1. INTRODUCTION

ROLE OF CHURCH IN CUBAN POLITICS

CHURCH AND BELIEVERS IN SOCIAL MOVEMENT

LIBERATION THEOLOGY

COMMUNISM AND RELIGION

o uneIwN

LOVE AS REVOLUTIONARY REQUIREMENT

SUGGESTED TEXT

1. Castro, Fidel (2010). Fidel and the Religion: Conversations with Frei Betto. New Delhi:
People’s Publishing House.
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B.A. IN COMPARATIVE RELIGION

SEMESTER VIII
Course Cobe MJCR-0O3B COURSE TITLE: TEXTUAL STUDY — DOGMA OF CHRIST
COURSE CREDIT: 4 ToTAL CONTACT HOURS: 72 (APp. 12 | TYPE OF COURSE: 4
HRS FOR EACH TOPIC)
ToTAL AsSESSMENT MARKs: 100 | INTERNAL MARKs: 20 END SEMESTER MARKS: 80
COURSE OBJECTIVES:
1. To acquaint and introduce the students to the psychological study of religion.
2. Tointroduce the methods and strategies for the study of religions with psychological tools.
3. To understand religious aspects with psychic structures of individual development.
4. To reread Christianity with psychoanalytical tools and methods.

COURSE OUTCOME:

1. The students would be able to understand the psychological approaches to the study of
religions.

2. The students would be able to understand the basic psychological methods for the study of
religious behaviour.

3. The students would be able to understand the social structures and their relation to
psychological dispositions towards religious aspects.

St. No. CONTENT OF COURSE
1. METHODOLOGY
2. SOCIAL-PSYCHOLOGICAL FUNCTIONS OF RELIGION
3. EARLY CHRISTIANITY
4, TRANSFORMATION OF CHRISTIANITY
5. DEVELOPMENT OF DOGMA
6. PSYCHOLOGICAL INTERPRETATION
SUGGESTED TEXT
1. Fromm, Erich (2007). The Dogma of Christ and Other essays on Religion, Psychology and

Culture. London: Routledge.
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B.A. IN COMPARATIVE RELIGION
SEMESTER VIII

CouRsE Cope: MJCR-03C

TEXTUAL STUDY: DIMENSIONS OF THE SACRED

COURSE CREDIT: 4 ToTAL CONTACT HOURS: 72

TyPE OF COURSE: MAJOR

ToTAL ASSESSMENT MARKS: 100 | INTERNAL MARKS: 20

END SEMESTER MARKS: 80

COURSE OBJECTIVES:
1. To present the diversity of religious perspectives.
2. To present the way religion assigns meaning to different religious experiences.
3. To present the way phenomenology can be used to describe the religious experiences.
4. To present a non judgemental description of the way religion is practised.
COURSE OUTCOME:
1. The students will be able to understand the phenomenological approach to religious experiences.
2. The students will be able to appreciate the commanilities and diversities in religions.
3. The students will be able to understand how meanings are assigned to religious experiences.
4. The student will learn to describe religious beliefs and practices without passing judgements.
SL. No. CONTENT OF COURSE
1. DOCTRINAL AND PHILOSOPHICAL DIMENSION
2. THE RITUAL AND MYTHIC DIMENSION
3. THE EXPERIENTIAL AND EMOTIONAL DIMENSION
4, THE ETHICAL AND LEGAL DIMENSION
5. THE SocIAL DIMENSION
6. THE MATERIAL AND POLITICAL DIMENSION

THE TEXT

Smart, Ninian. Dimensions of the Sacred. Berkeley: University of California Press, 1996.
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B.A. IN COMPARATIVE RELIGION

SEMESTER VIII
CouRse Cope: MJCR-03D COURSE TITLE: TEXTUAL STUDY — THE MADNESS OF THE SAINTS
COURSE CREDIT: 4 ToTAL CONTACT HOURS: 72 TYPE OF COURSE: MAJOR
ToTAL ASSESSMENT MARKS: 100 | INTERNAL MARKS: 20 END SEMESTER MARKS: 80

COURSE OBIJECTIVES:

1. To take a deeper look into the concepts, forms, figures and literature of devotion in Gaudiya
Vaishnavism of Bengal.

2. To make sense of the Bengal Vaishnava ways of devotional practices.

3. Tolearn to incorporate aspects of Hindu devotional beliefs and practices into the purview of
academic study.

4. To broaden our understanding of devotion and its systematization in scriptures of Bengal
Vaishnavism.

COURSE OUTCOME:

1. Students will gain a broader perspective on the scope of academic study in devotion and
devotional practices in the Bengal Vaishnava branch of Hinduism.

2. Students will be introduced to a contemporary text on the western perspective on Bengal
Vaishnava devotion.

3. Students will be introduced to study of Hindu ways of devotion both prescribed and beyond
prescription from Bengal Vaishnava scriptural sources.

4. Students will develop abilities to critically study texts and acquire the ability to express their
understanding in written forms.

St. No. CONTENT OF COURSE

1| DIVINE MADNESS AND RITUAL ECSTASY

BHAKTI IN BENGAL VAISHNAVISM

GOD MADNESS: THE BHAGAVATA PURANA

MODEL OF MADNESS: SRI KRISHNA CHAITANYA

PASSIONS OF THE SOUL IN VAISHNAVA SCRIPTURES

AN~ WN

RITUAL ECSTASY: THE SIDDHA DEHA AS OBSERVER/ PARTICIPANT

SUGGESTED TEXT

1. MCDANIEL, JUNE. THE MIADNESS OF THE SAINTS: ECSTATIC RELIGION IN BENGAL, THE UNIVERSITY OF
CHICAGO PRESS: CHICAGO AND LONDON, 1989.
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B.A. IN COMPARATIVE RELIGION
SEMESTER VIII

CouRrse Cobpe: MJCR-O3E COURSE TITLE: TEXTUAL STUDY — AGAINST THE MADNESS OF MANU

COURSE CREDIT: 4 ToTAL CONTACT HOURS: 72 (APp. 12 | TYPE OF COURSE: 4

HRS FOR EACH TOPIC)

TOTAL ASSESSMENT MARKS: 100 | INTERNAL MARKS: 20 END SEMESTER MARKs: 80

COURSE OBIJECTIVES:

PwwnNpE

To acquaint and introduce the students to the critical study of religion.

To introduce the students how religion, caste and patriarchy intersect.

To introduce the works of Ambedkar’s critique of caste and patriarchy.

To present overviews of the overlaps and contradictions between traditions and constitutional
modernity.

COURSE OUTCOME:

. The students would be able to understand the hermeneutical approaches to the reading of the

texts.

. The students would be able to understand the basic notions associated with caste and

patriarchy and their relations to religion.

. The students would be able to understand the social inequalities and to address in the light of

constitutional provisions.

SL. No. CONTENT OF COURSE

1. FEMINIST RECLAMATION OF AMBEDKAR

CASTES IN INDIA

RISE AND FALL OF WOMEN

MIXeD CASTES AND PATERNITY TO MIATERNITY

RAMA AND KRISHNA

o uneIwN

HiNnDU CODE BiLL DEBATE

SUGGESTED TEXT

1. Ambedkar, B. R. (2013). Against the Madness of Manu: B.R. Ambedkar’s Writings on
Brahinical Patriarchy. (S. Rege, Ed.) New Delhi: Navayana.
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B.A. IN COMPARATIVE RELIGION
SEMESTER VIII

CouRrse Cobpe: MJCR-O3F COURSE TITLE: TEXTUAL STUDY — THIRUKKURAL: A MANAGEMENT TREASURE

COuURSE CREDIT: 4 ToTAL CONTACT HOURS: 72 TYPE OF COURSE: MAJOR

ToTAL AssesSSMENT MARKS: 100 | INTERNAL MARKS: 20 END SEMESTER MARKS: 80

COURSE OBJECTIVES:

To introduce the students Thiruvalluvar and his couplet Thirukkural
To help the students to know the decision making

To make the students to learn ethical behaviour and empowerment
To teach the students the importance of values and knowledge

PwwnNpeE

COURSE OUTCOME:

. The students will be able to understand the classical Tamil text of Thirukkural and its importance
. They will be able to know the importance of decision making

. They will be able to understand the power of ethical behaviour

. They will be able to critically analyse the values and knowledge

A WN -

St. No. CONTENT OF COURSE

1. An Introduction to Thiruvalluvar and the classical Tamil text of Thirukkural

Decision Making

Ethical Behaviour

Empowerment

Values

o unipwIN

Knowledge

SUGGESTED READINGS

1. Krishnamurthi, R. (2018). Thirukkural: A Management Treasure. Notion Press.
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B.A. IN COMPARATIVE RELIGION

SEMESTER VIII
CouRse CoDE: MJCR-03G COURSE TITLE: TEXTUAL STUDY — THE FOUNDATIONS OF INDIAN CULTURE
CoURSE CREDIT: 04 TOTAL CONTACT HOURS: 72 TYPE OF COURSE:
ToTAL ASSESSMENT MARKS: 100 | INTERNAL MARKS: 20 END SEMESTER MARKs: 80
COURSE OBJECTIVES:
1. To acquaint and introduce the students to basic foundations of Indian Culture .
2. To present the relation of Indian Culture and Indian philosophy
3. Tointroduce the basic tenets/concepts ancient Indian Polity, Literature and Religion.
4. To present overviews of the Critique of Indian Culture and its responses.
COURSE OUTCOME:
1. The students should be able to understand the Critique of Indian Culture and its response.
2. The students should be able to understand the concepts of ancient Indian Polity, Art and Religion.
3. The students should be able to understand the relation of Indian Philosophy and Indian Culture.
St. No. CONTENT OF COURSE
1. A RATIONALISTIC CRITIQUE OF INDIAN CULTURE
2. INDIAN ART, LITERATURE AND POLITY
3. INDIAN LITERATURE
4, INDIAN CULTURE AND EXTERNAL INFLUENCE
5. THE RENAISSANCE IN INDIA

SUGGESTED READINGS

1. AUROBINDO, SRI. (1972) THE FOUNDATIONS OF INDIAN CULTURE. PONDICHERRY. INDIA. SRI AUROBINDO
ASHRAM.
2.
3.
4,
5.
6.
7.
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