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1. Briefly explain auy fouwr of the fotlowing concepts: | 5X4=20

&) Indian literatores

kb QGenre

o Sohitya

Vo Mtihasa

¢) Denotation and connotation
fy Literary historv

— A -~

2. Hxplain the literary significance of any five of the foilowing events/daies: 2X5=10

a; Baitle of Troy

b} Composition of the Upanishads
&y 500 BC

d; 19BC

e} 1095 AD

£y 1492 A

gy 1605 Al

3. Answer ary one of the foliowing guestions: 10X1=190

o
2) Hcw does the idea oi literary and extra-literary events help in framing a more
inciusive way ol studying literature? Explain with suitable examples.
b} Discass the relevance of the 1deas of Werld literature and Naticnal iiteralure
within the field of Comparative Literature. Substaniiate your answer with
adequate examples.
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M.A. Examination, 2023
Semester-I
Comparative Literature
Paper — CL/MA/Core 3
(Comparative Literature Methodology 1)

Time: 3 Hours | Full Marks: 40

Questions are of value as indicated in the margin

1. Briefly explain any four of the following concepts: 3X4=20

a)
b)
C)
d)
¢)
)

Situation and motif

Theme

Inherited texts

Blake’s poetry as “antinomian”
Literary periodization

Lyric

2. Answer any one of the following questions: | 10x1=10

a)

b)

Preparing cartography of Romantic poetry in English would be incomplete without
mapping the emitters in German and French literary traditions. Respond to this
statement with references to the reception of these traditions in Rabindranath's Song
Offerings. |

Would you agree that literary history traces changes in the thematic and generic
conventions of a litergey system? Substantiate your answer with reference to the texts
in your syllabus.

3. Answer any one of the following questions: 10x1=10

a)

b)

With reference to the novels you have read, explain the interrelation between the
development of the novel as a genre in India and the concept of nationalism.
Based on your readings in this course, explain the significance of Comparative Literature
methodo}ogy. You may use instances from at least two texts of your choice.
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1. Briefly explain any four of the following concepts: 5X4=20 |

a) Langue and Parole

b) Syntagmatic and Paradigmatic relations
c) Genre code and period code

d) The author function

e) French Neo-classicism
f) Roland Barthes’ On Racine

2. Answer any one of the following questions: 10x1=10

a) How does mechanical reproduction affect the production and reception of various art
forms? Explain with relevant examples.

b) With references to the English translation of Andromache by Jean Racine, explain
how John Dryden was engaging with ideas on the ‘language’, literary reception and
survival of a genre. |

3. Answer any one of the following questions: | 10x1=10

I'f;‘ )

a) Explain the significance of structuralism in literary studies.
b) Akam poetry is structured by a poetics that is based on a uniquely located cultural sign
system. Discuss with close references to the texts you have read.
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" Questions are of value as indicated in the margin

1. Write short notes on any four of the following concepts:
5x4=20

a) World Literature

b) National Literature

c) Kavya

d) Genology

¢) The lyric tradition in ancient Greece

f) Picaresque narrative

2. Briefly explain the significance of any five the following dates/events in literary
studies: 2x5=10

a) Invention of the printing press

b) The Black Death

¢) Composition of The Mahabharata
d) BC 495

e) AD 1616

f) The Peloponnesian War

g) AD 1835

3. Answer any one of the following questions: 10x1=10

a) With relevant examples, discuss how the practice of Comparative Literature
focuses on analysing the interrelatedness of literary systems.

b) How do extra-literary events help in the understanding of literary history?
Answer citing two exmaples.
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M.A. Examination, 2024
Semester 1
Comparative Literature
Paper: CL/MA/Core 3
(Comparative Literature Methodology I)

Time: 3 hours | Full Marks: 40
Questions are of value as indicated in the margin.

1.” Write short notes on any four of the following. | 5x4=20

a) Plot and Tale

b) Prophane and Metaphane

¢) Canon |

d) Songs of Innocence and Songs of Experience
e) Literary sociology

f) Colonial Modernity

2. Answer any one of the following questions: | | 10x1=10 .

a) The structure of literary periodisation in India is constituted through the uneven growth and
developments across different Indian Bhasha literatures. Do you agree? Respond using relevant
examples. |

b) How does Sisir Kumar Das' work demonstrate that literary historiography is more than merely
presenting a chronology of literary facts and events? Explain using relevant examples from his
essays.

3. Answer any one of the following questions: - 10x1=10

a) In responding to the works of Shelley, the Poet, Rabindranath was charting the role of the
Critic in drafting the history of literary transactions in zones of contact. Respond to the
statement with reference to the essays, poems and lyrics you have read in this module.

b) Do texts like Alaler Gharer Dulal, Hutum Pyanchar Naksha and Kankabati present forms of
storytelling that predate dominant "modern" forms of the prose narratives in nineteenth
century Bengal? Respond using relevant textual examples.
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For Regular and Back Candidates

Time: 3 Hours o . -~ Full Marks: 40

Questions are of value as indicated in the margin

1. Briefly explain any four of the following concepts: 5x4=20

a) "Aura"

b) Pataphysics

¢) Cult value and exhibition value of art
d) “Bhasar Atyachar”

e) Sign and symbol

f) Mutal, Karu and Uri

2. Answer any one of the following questions: 10x1=10

a) Sukumar Ray's writings consciously challenge the ways in which we think about the
meaning-making process. Do you agree with the statement? Answer with close
reference to the texts you have read.

b) The Sangam poets structured their aesthetics around a unique system of cultural
codification which was not based on negation; rather, it blurred the binaries of the
interior and exterior, the sacred and profane. Discuss with close reference to the texts
you have read. |

3. Answer any one of the following questions: 10x1=10

a) The anxiety associated with “structuralism in literary studies” is a product of a
hangover associated with trainings in colonial pedagogy. Comment on the statement
with reference to the essays and plays you have read.

b) In the context of art, the idea of "originality" changed significantly in the first half of
twentieth century. Do you agree? Justify your response with reference to Ubu Roi by
Alfred Jarry.




