
Uniqueness of the Ceramics & Glass Design Department at Kala Bhavana  

The Department of Ceramics & Glass Design at Kala Bhavana, Visva-Bharati University, 
stands out as a pioneering institution in India for material-based contemporary art 
practice. Established in 1980 within the rich artistic legacy of Santiniketan, the 
department is rooted in Indian Knowledge Systems (IKS), integrating traditional craft 
techniques with modern pedagogies. 

It offers a rare academic framework where clay and glass are not only explored for their 
functional and aesthetic potential but also as mediums for cultural expression, 
sustainability, and innovation. The department's expansion into glass art in 2014 
marked a significant evolution, allowing for dynamic engagement with light, 
transparency, and form—bridging craft and contemporary global art discourse. 

Equipped with advanced facilities and enriched by collaborations with national and 
international artists, the department fosters interdisciplinary learning. Its curriculum 
balances hands-on material exploration with conceptual development, preparing 
students to contribute meaningfully to both the creative and utilitarian design 
landscapes. 

Aligned with Rabindranath Tagore’s vision of holistic education, the department 
continues to cultivate artists and designers who honor tradition while pushing the 
boundaries of modern practice. 

What truly sets the department apart is its diverse student body, comprising individuals 

from across India and around the world. This brings a vibrant cultural exchange that 

reflects Rabindranath Tagore’s founding mission for Visva-Bharati: “Where the whole 

world meets in a single nest.” The department embodies this ideal by fostering cultural 

integrity through diversity, enriching both the creative process and community 

experience. 


