M.A. Examination 2022
Semester Il

Department of A.LH.C.& A.
Paper/Course: A-7

The Emergence of State in India: Magadh

Time: 3 Hours Full Marks: 40

Answer any Three questions

1. Discuss the significance of geographical factors in emergence of territories during 6% century
BCE.

2. Give an account of the political condition of Northern India in 6% century BCE.

3. Briefly trace the rise of Magadh to imperial power from 600 BCE to 321 BCE.

4. What were the role of different ideologies in the emergence of state society in Ganga plain
during the early historical period.

5. Evaluate the role of Chandragupta Maurya as a conqueror and liberator.

6. Examine the view that Ashoka was primarily responsible for the downfall of the Mauryan
Empire.



M.A. Examination, 2022
Semester 11
ATHC&A
Course — A.8
(Political Ideas and Institutions from the middle of 2"¢ millenium BCE to 1300 CE)

Time: Three Hours : Full Marks: 40
Questions are of equal value

Answer any three questions

1. Trace the historiography of the studies on Political Ideas and Institutions of ancient India
since pre-Independence period.

2. Discuss the importance of sabha, samiti and parishad in evolution of state. How far do
you think it is apt to call them as folk assemblies?

3. Discuss ‘Rajdharma’ and how the idea of divinity is important for the development of
monarchy? |

4. How will you define a Mauryan polity? Illustrate your answer on the basis of saptanga
theory.

5. Do you think the term ‘segmentary state’ is applicable to Chola Polity? Give reasons for
your answers.

6. Write short notes on any two of the following:
a) Gana rajyas in post Vedic times.
b) Contract theory regarding origin of state.
c) Agraharaasa proto-feudal element in Gupta polity.

d) Mahabharata as a source of ancient Indian polity.



M.A. Examination (2022)

Semester- 11
AIHC & A
Course S.1: Approaches to Archaeological Studies in India

Time: 3 Hours Full Marks: 40

Questions are of equal value.

Answer any three Questions.

1. How would you define Itihasa-Purana tradition? Why is it so important in interpreting Indian
culture?
7 Evaluate the contributions made by the establishment of the Asiatic Society in Calcutta in putting
Indological studies on a secure footing.
3. Estimate the contributions of Colonel Colin Mackenzie’s archaeological discoveries in Peninsular
India.
4. Describe the role played by Sir Alexander Cunningham in the development of historical archaeology
in India.
5 Give a critical assessment of Sir Mortimer Wheeler’s contributions to the development of Indian
archaeology.
6. Write short notes on any twe of the following:
a) Edward Said’s Orientalism.
b) Sir Robert Bruce Foote’s contribution to the prehistory of Peninsular [ndia.
¢) James Fergusson and architectural surveys.

d) Bhau Daji Lad Museum.

¥k %k



M.A. Examination, 2022
Semester I1
ATHC&A
Course — S-2
(Archaeology: Theory and Techniques)

Time: Three Hours Full Marks: 40
Questions are of equal value

Answer any three questions

1. The evolution of theory in Archaeology can be traced back to the Renaissance period.
Highlight the early development of theories in the Age of Antiquarianism with special
reference to Three - Age System and its aftermafh.

2. Discuss the importance of maps and GIS techniques in archaeological explorations. What

are the limitations of such techniques in archaeology?

(98]

. Elaborate the parameters that you have keep in mind while doing a surface survey or
exploration. Do you think a site/region can be completely understood through surface

survey?

-

Suppose while excavating you have come across a bone tool workshop or a bead
manufacturing workshop, which method of excavation will you follow for maximum

contextual data recovery and why?

(9]

. Archaeology is known to be a multidisciplinary subject. Discuss the role of natural and
biological sciences in archaeology.

6. Write short notes on any two of the following:

a) Gordon Childe and Culture History.

b) Dendrochronology or Tree-Ring Dating.

¢) Probability sampling methods in Archaeology.

d) Recording Procedure of skeleton and grave goods from Megalithic burials.



M.A. Examination, 2022
Semester 11
AIHC &A
Course- S7 (Indian Epigraphy and Palaeography)

Time: 3 hours Full marks: 40

Questions are of equal value
_Answer any three questions

Discuss the different categories of Asokan inscriptions highlighting the extent

of his empire.
Discuss in détail about the inscription which throws light on the religious faith

of Asoka.
. Critically discuss on what ground the Hathigumpha inscription is considered as

most controversial epigraph of Kharavela?
4. Narrate the brief history of the Sudarsana Lake on the basis of Junagarh

inscription of Rudradaman.
5. How can the political history are understood from the Nasik inscription of

Gautami Balasri.
6. Translate any one of the following passages into English or Bengali adding

explanatory notes.

a) Savata vijitasi devanarh piyasa piyadasisa lajine ye cha amta atha Choda
Parhdiya Satiyaputo Ketalaputo Tamhbaparhni Amtiyoge-nama Yonalaja
ye cha amne tasa Amtiyogasa samamta lajano savatd devanarh piyasa

piyadasisa lajine duve chikisaka kata manusachikisa cha pasuchikisa cha

b) Maharajasya Kanishkasya samm 3 he 3 di 22
etaye purvaye bhikshusya Balasya trepitakasya
Bodhisatvo chhatrayashtl cha pratishthapito




M.A. Examination ,2022
Semester 11
AIHC & A
Course S8 (Optional )
Time: 3 hours Indian Epigraphy and Palacography T  Full Marks:40

Questions are of equal value

Answer Question no. 6 and any two from the rest.

1. Describe different opinions about the origin of the Harappan script.

2. Write an essay on the origin of the Kharosti script.

3. Narrate the evolution of Brahmi from the 1% to the 6" centuries CE.

4. What do you know about the geographical distribution of Asokan Brahmi.
5. Write short notes on any two of the followings:-

Bhattiprolu inscription

Tamil-Brahmt

Siddhamatrka
Nagart

aooe

6. Transcribe the following passage in Brahmt:

1.(a) Devanampiye Piyadasi ldja hevarh aha (B) saduvisati-vasabhisitena me iyam dhamma-
li[pli

2 likhapita (C) hidata-palate dusampatipadaye arhnata agadya dhamma-kamataya agaya
palikhay[a]

3 agaya suslsaya agena bhayena agena usahena (D) esa chu kho mama anusathiya
dharhmapekha

4 dharhma-kamata cha suve suve vadhita vadhisati cheva (E) pulisa pi me ukasa cha
gevaya cha majhima cha anuvidhiyamti

5 sampatipadayamti cha alam chapalarh samadapayitave (F) hemeva amta-mahamata pi (G)
sa hividhi ya iyarh dharhmena palana

6 dharhmena vidhane dharhmena sukh[i]yana dharhmena goti ti.



M.A. Examination, 2022
Semester—II
ATHC&A
Course: S.13 (Optional Paper)
Social History of India up to 400 CE

Time: Three Hours Full Marks: 40

Questions are of equal value
Answer any three questions

1. What, according to you, are the best sources for reconstructing the social history of early
India up to 400 C.E.?

2. Discuss the significance of the term ‘Varna-Jati’ for understanding the social history of
early India.

3. What was the position of the untouchables in the history of early India?

4. Would you agree that a classical form of slavery existed in ancient India?

5. How the ‘Ashrama’ system did regulate the life of an individual in the Brahmanical
social order?

6. Discuss the emergence of Buddhist educational centres in early India.



M.A. Examination ,2022
Semester II
AIHC & A
Course S14 (Optional )
Time: 3 hours Gender Studies: Women in Ancient India Full Marks:40

Questions are of equal value

Answer Question no. 6_and any two from the rest.

1. Give an account of the historiography of gender studies in the context of early
India.

2. How will you evaluate the position of women during the Vedic age ?

3. Write about the ideal picture of women in early Indian literature. Was this ideal
accepted by all?

4. Write an essay on widowhood in early India.
5. Discuss the relationship between women and power in early medieval India.
6. Write short notes on any two of the followings:-

a. stridhana

b. ganika

c. gandharva form of marriage

d. satt



M.A. Examination (2022)
Semester- 11

ATHC&A
Course — S.25
Architecture I: Proto Historic phase: Stambhas, Stupa and Rock-cut
Architecture
Time: 3 Hours Full Marks: 40

Questions are of equal value
Answer any three questions

1. Give a detailed idea of ‘space’ to understand the metaphorical as well as
physical aspect of early Indian architecture.

2. Write a comprehensive note on the town planning and architecture of the
Indus valley area.

3. How did the changing religious trends in early historic period shape the
pattern of sacred architecture?

4. Scrutinize the stylistic approach of the Stipa architecture at Safici and

Amaravatl.

5. Explain the significant features of Caityagrha and Vihara with particular
reference to Ajanta.

6. Why did Udaygiri (MP) emerge as an important site during the Guptas?

Analyze the rock-cut temple architecture and sculptures of their period.



M.A. Examination (2022)
Semester- I1

AIHC&A
Course — S.26
Architecture II: Temple Architecture (North India)

Time: 3 Hours Full Marks: 40

Questions are of equal value
Answer any three questions

1. What were the key factors behind the origin of temple building activity in
early India?

2. Why was periodization important in the discourse of Indian temple
architecture between 300 and 1300 CE? Give supporting evidence to inculcate
the idea.

3. Mature phase of Gupta temples in North India influenced the early medieval
temple architecture. Explain.

4. What are the main features of Nagara temple architecture discussed in the
canonical texts? Scrutinize the geographical diversification of this category of
temples.

5. What are the significant traits of the transitional and mature phase of
Brahmanical temple building activity in Odisa?

6. Discuss the early medieval temple architecture of Kashmir. What is the
uniqueness of Martand Sun Temple that differentiates it from the other

temples at Modhera and Konark?



M.A. Examination 2023
Semester 11
Department of AIHC&A
Paper/ Course, A-7
The Emergence of State in India: Magadh

Time: 3 Hours Full marks: 40

All the questions are of equal value, answer any three questions.
1. Write a critical note on the important sources available to understand the history of
early Magadh region.
2. Briefly narrate the rise of Magadh to imperial power from 6" century B.C.E. to 4™
century B.C.E.
3. What were the role of different ideologies in the emergence of state society in Ganga
plain during the early historical period?

4. Describe the social and economic life in northern India in the 6" century BCE.

5. “The Kalinga war started a new age in the history of Magadh and India”. Explain.

6. Discuss the salient features of Mauryan Administration.



M.A. Examination, 2023
Semester 11
ATHC&A
Course — A.8
Political Ideas and Institutions (middle of 2" millennium to 1300 CE)

Time: Three Hours Full Marks: 40
Questions are of equal value

Answer any three questions

Discuss the sources for studying political ideas and institutions in early India.
Critically evaluate the recent trends of research on ideas of polity in ancient India.
Discuss the theories regarding origin of state and its evolution since Vedic times.

Give an account of the theories of kingship. Illustrate your answers with examples.

L e

Many scholars consider Gupta polity as proto-feudal polity. Do you agree with this
view? Illustrate your answer with examples from Gupta administration.

6. Write short notes on any two of the following:

a) Early parishad and vidhata as folk assemblies.

b) Importance of Ur. Nadu and Nagaram in Chola polity.

¢) Importance of Saptanga theory in understanding an ideal state.

d) Taxation in Mauryan administration



M.A. Examination, 2023
Semester—II
AIHC&A
Course — S.1

-Approaches to Archaeological Studies in India

Time: Three Hours Full Marks: 40

Questions are of equal value
Answer any three questions

1. Explain the Knowledge of the Orient as seen in the works of the early travellers of
17" and 18™ century CE.

2. State the importance of the Asiatic Society in understanding the India’s past.

3. Elaborate the contributions of Robert Bruce Foote in Indian Prehistory.

4. Write a detailed note on the ;:ontributions of Indologist George Biihler.

5. Describe the role of Mortimer Wheeler in the development of Indian Archaeology .

6. Give an account of the contributions made by Rakhal Das Banerji to the study of
Indian Archaeology.



Time:

1)
2)

3)
4)

S)
6)

M.A. Examination, 2023
Semester 11
AIHC &A
Course- S7 (Indian Epigraphy and Palacography-I)

3 hours Full marks: 40

Questions are of equal value
Answer any three questions

Discuss the extent of the empire of Asoka on the basis of his edicts.

Write in detail about the inscription which throws light on the affiliation of Asoka

to Buddhism.

Critically discuss the date of Kharavela on the basis of Hathigumpha inscription.

What were the Rudradaman’s political gains that you come to know from his

Junagadh inscription?

Narrate the content of the Qaranatha image inscription of Kanishka.

Translate any one of the following passages adding explanatory notes.

a) athavasabhisitesa devanampiyasa piyadasine lajine kaligya vi] ita(*)
diyadhamate panasatasahase ye tapha apavute satasahasamate tata hate
bahutavarntake va mate(*) tata(pa) chha adhuna ladhesu Kaligesu tive
dhammavaye dhammakamata dhammanusathi cha devanam piyasa

b) Saka-Yavana-Pahlava -nisudanasa dhamopajitakara- viniyagakarasa
kitaparadhe pi sutujane apanahisaruchisa dijﬁvarakutubavivadhanasa-
Khakharatavasa niravasesakarasa satavahanakulayasapatitha pana karasa

savamandala.



M.A. Examination ,2023
Semester 11
AIHC & A
Course S8 (Optional )
Time: 3 hours Indian Epigraphy and Palaeography II Full Marks:40

Questions are of equal value

Attempt question no. 6 and any two questions from the rest.

1.Write an essay on the Harappan script.

2. Describe different theories on the origin of Brahmi.

3.What do you know about the geographical distribution of KharostI.

4 Narrate the evolution of Brahmi from the 3" century BCE to the 1* century CE.

5. Write short notes on any hwo of the followings:-

a. Bhattiprolu inscription

b.Connection between KharostT and Aramaic

c. Box-headed variety of Brahmi

d.Proto-Bengali script

6.Transcribe the following passage in Brahmt:

1.(A) D[e]vanarhpriyo Piyadasi raja evarh aha (B) kalanarh dukaram (C) adikaro kalan[a]sa so
dukaram karoti

2.(D) ta maya bahu kalanam katarh (E) t(a)mama puta cha pota cha param cha tena y[a]
me[a]pachar iva sarhvata kapa anuvatisare tatha

3.s0 sukatam kasati (F) yo tu eta desam pi hapesati so [du]katam kasati (G) sukaram hi papa[m]
(H)atikatam amtaram

4.na bhata-pruvarh dhamma-mahamata nama (I)ta m[a]ya traidasavasabhi[s]i[tena]

dhammamahamata kata



M.A. Examination, 2023
Semester—II
ATHC&A
Course: S.13 (Optional Paper)
Social History of India up to 400 CE

Time: Three Hours Full Marks: 40

Questions are of equal value
Answer any three questions

1. Is it possible to understand adequately the main aspects of society in early India from
literary sources alone? Give your valid arguments.

2. Critically examine the major social change, which took place in early India up to 400 CE.

3. Account for the proliferation of Jati in early India. Was there a hierarchy among the
newly formed caste groups?

4. Write a note on the ideas and concept of untouchability in early India?

5. Discuss in detail the meanings and forms of servitude in early India?

6. Analyse the principles and methods of Brahmanical education system of early India up to
400 CE.



M.A. Examination ,2023
Semester 11
AIHC & A
Course S14 (Optional )
Time: 3hours Gender Studies: Womenin Ancient India Full Marks-40

Questions are of equal value

Answer agny_three questions.

1.What is Altekarian paradigm? How was it shifted in terms of Gender studies?
2. What is your idea about the womens’ condition during the early medieval period?
3.Give a description of the eight forms of marriage.
4. Assess the position of women from the donative records of the early historical period.
5. What do you know about the property rights of the women in early India?
6.Write short notes on any two of the followings:

a. kulastri

b. svayamvara

c. devadast

d. Sembiyan Mahadevi



Time:

1)
2)

4)
S)

6)

M.A. Examination, 2023
Semester 11
AIHC&A

Course- S19 (Special)

(Vedic Religion and its legacy)
3 hours Full marks: 40

Questions are of equal value
Answer any three questions.

Discuss the beliefs and practices of pre-Harappan people in India.

Do you believe in the concept that Harappan beliefs and practices contain the germs
of later Brahmanical religion? Give reasons for your answer.

How would you define the term polytheism and anthropomorphism in connection with
early Vedic religion?

Write an essay on the terrestrial deities of early Vedic religion.
Discuss the role of sacrifice in the life of the early Vedic people.

How far it is true to say that image worship was prevalent during the early Vedic period?



M.A. Examination ,2023
Semester 11
AIHC & A
Course S20 (Optional )
Time: 3hours Evolution of Puranic and Hindu Religious Cults, Rituals and Ideas-1  Full Marks-40

Questions are of equal value

Answer agny_three questions
1. Describe the features of the Later Vedic religion.

2. Narrate the origin and evolution of Rudra-Siva in the Later Vedic period.

3. Give an overview of the Visnu and Prajapati.

4. What do you know about the Rajasiiya, Vajapeya and A$vamedha sacrifices?
5. Elaborate the concepts of the ‘Brahman’ and ‘Atman’.

6. Write short notes on any two of the followings:-

a. Atharvavedic religion
b. Concept of moksa
c. Somayajiia

d. Varuna



M.A. Examination (2023)
Semester- I1

AIHC&A
Course —S.25
Architecture I: Proto Historic phase: Stambhas, Stupa and Rock-cut
Architecture
Time: 3 Hours Full Marks: 40

Questions are of equal value
Answer any three questions

1. How canonical texts were important in making different styles of
architectures in the early Indian context?

2. Give a brief sketch of three of the important towns in Harappan Culture.

3. Discuss the basic elements of stupa architecture in the north-western regions
of Indian sub-continent.

4. Write a comprehensive note on the Caitya and Vihara of Karle and Bhaja.

5. Discuss in brief the main Jain rock-cut caves in castern India.

6. Highlight the architectural pattern of the Brahmanical rock-cut caves with

particular reference to Elephanta.



M.A. Examination (2023)
Semester- I1

ATHC&A
A Course — S.26
Architecture II: Temple Architecture (North India)

Time: 3 Hours Full Marks: 40

Questions are of equal value
Answer any three questions

1. What were the factors behind the origin of temple building in Indian sub-
cuatinent?

2. Scutinize the early and middle phases of Gupta temple architecture in
Northern India.

3. Give a comprehensive note on Nagara temple architecture with definition and
characteristics. *

4. Discuss three temples from the formative phase of Odishan temple
architecture.

5. What are the chapging features of Candella architecture? Explore with two
aprropriate examples.

6. Wr'te a comprehensive note on the Modhera Sun temple.



Department of AIHC&A, Visva Bharati

Name of the Examination: M.A. (A.LH.C& A) Semester: I, 2024
Subject: The Emergence of State in India: Magadh Paper/ Course: A - 7
Time: 3 hours Full Marks: 40 marks

Questions are of equal value

Answer any FOUR questions

1. Discuss the significance of geographical factors in emergence of territories during
6th century B.C.E.

2. Write a critical note on the important sources available to understand the history
of early Magadh region.

3. Define the term ‘territory’ and what could be the probable reasons for territorial
expansion of Magadh Kingdom?

4. What were the role of different ideologies in the emergence of state society in
Ganga plain during the early historical period?

5. Evaluate the role of Chandragupta Maurya as a conqueror and liberator.

6. Describe in detail about the administrative structure of the Mauryan Empire.

7. Write a critical note on the the social and religious aspects of common people
during period of Ashok.

8. Write a critical note on the opinion that "Ashoka” was primarily responsible for the
downfall of the Mauryan Empire".



M.A. Examination, 2024
Semester 11
AIHC&A
Course —A.8
Political Ideas and Institutions (middle of 2™ millennium to 1300 CE)

Time: Three Hours Full Marks: 40

(8]

~J

Questions are of equal value

Answer any four questions
There are many sources for studying ancient Indian polity and political institutions.
What kind of sources are best for studying ancient Indian polity and why? Elaborate
with examples.
Elaborate the historiography of studies on ancient Indian polity in the pre-
independence era citing examples of research works.
The early political assemblies are also called folk assemblies by many scholars. How
much do you agree with them emphasizing the character of these assemblies with
suitable examples?
How important is it to understand the concept of divinity in understanding the
evolution of monarchy in ancient India?
Explain the social contract theory regarding the origin of the state.
Is Saptanga theory envisaged by Kautilya in Arthasashtra an ideal model for
understanding the Mauryan state?
The Chola Polity is said to be a segmentary one. Give your arguments on it.
Write short notes on any two of the following:
a4 a.Difference between Rashtra and ganasanghas n ancient India
b. Concept of Rajadharma in ancient Indian sources
¢. Agrahara landgrant system

d. TImportance of Temples in Early Medieval Chola Polity



M.A. Examination, 2024
Semester—I1
AIHC&A

Course — S.1

Approaches to Archaeological Studies in India
Time: Three Hours Full Marks: 40

Questions are of equal value
Answer any four questions

1. Elaborate on the Knowledge of the Orient as seen in the works of the early travellers
of 17" and 18™ century CE.

2. Describe the contributions of the Asiatic Society in understanding the India’s pozt. -
3. Describe the works of Indologist George Biihler.

4. Elaborate on the contributions of Alexander Cunningham to Indian Archaeology.

5. Assess the importance of John Marshall in the study of Indian Archaeology.

6. Critically examine the works of Rajendralal Mitra.

7. Write a comprehensive note on the contributions made by Rakhal Das Banerji to the
study of Indian Archaeology.

8. State the contributions of Deccan College to Indian Archaeology.



M.A. Examination, 2024
Semester 11
ATHC&A
Course — S.2
(Archaeology: Theory and Techniques)

Time: Three Hours Full Marks: 40

98]

Questions are of equal value
Answer four questions taking two from each section
Section A

How is the development of archaeological theories related to contemporary
philosophical theories and concepts? Illustrate your answer with examples.

Would you consider the Three Age System by C.J. Thomsen as a paradigmatic
change in the Antiquarian phase of development of the discipline of archaeology?

The Antiquity of Humanity is an essential part of the development of archaeology 1n
the world context. Discuss with special emphasis on the development of Palaeolithic
Archaeology.

Discuss the differences between processual and post processual archaeology with
examples. Can post-processual archaeology be considered a rightful critique of

processual archaeology?

Section B

Discuss the importance of remote sensing and GIS techniques in field archaeology.
Mortimer Wheeler’s vertical excavation method is good for understanding the site's
chronology. Discuss, evaluating the merits and demerits of the method.
How experimental archaeology and ethnoarchaeology can be considered important
field research strategies to interpret the archaeological record and context in a
meaningful way?
Write short notes on any twe of the following:
a) Harris Matrix method citing an example of your choice with graphical

illustrations.
b) Systematic Sampling methods (Any two with drawings).
¢) Relative Dating Methods (Any two with examples).

d) Post excavation study of artefacts.



M.A. Examination, 2024
Semester II
AIHC&A
Course- S.7 (Special)
Indian Epigraphy and Palaeography I
Time: 3 hours Full marks: 40

Questions are of equal value
Answer any four questions.

1. Who was James Prinsep? Discuss the contribution of James Prinsep in the
field of epigraphy.
2. Explain the nature of Asoka’s dhamma on the basis of his edicts.

3. Narrate the content of Bairat inscription of Asoka. What light does this
inscription throw on Asoka as a Buddhist?

4. Discuss the date of Chedi king Kharavela on the basis of historical
events mentioned in the Hathigumpha inscription.

5. Highlight the historical importance of Sarnath inscription of the time of
Kanishka I?

6. What light does the Junagadh inscription throw upon Rudradaman’s
relationship with the Satavahanas and Yaudheyas?

7. Discuss the historical value of the Nasik Prasasti of Gautami Baladri.

8. Analyze the importance of seals and sealings as a source for
reconstructing the history of early India.



M.A. Examination, 2024
Semester II
AIHC&A
S 8 (Optional Paper)
Time:3 hours Indian Epigraphy and Palaeography II Full Marks: 40

Questions are of equal value
Answer Question no. 8 and any three from the rest.

1. Discuss the opinion of K.V.Ramesh about the origin of Brahmi.

2. Can you trace any missing link between the Harappan script and the Brahm1?
3. Write an essay on the geographical distribution of Kharosti.

4. Narrate the evolution of Brahmi from the 1% century CE to the 3™ century CE.
5. What do you know about the Kharosti-BrahmI script of early Bengal?

6. Describe the features of the Asokan Brahmi script.
7. Write short notes on any two of the followings:
Box-headed variety of Brahmi

Tamil-Brahmi

Siddhamatrka
Proto-Bengali

oo o

8. Transcribe the following passage in Brahmi:
1(A) atikatarh artaram rajano vihara-yatam fiayasu (B) eta mégavye'\ afiani cha etarisani
Ak

2. abhiramakani ahumsu (C) so Devanampriyo Piyadasi rdja dasa varsabhisito sarito
ayaya Sarhbodhirh Varis

3. (D) tenesadhamma yata (E) etayarh hoti bamhana-samananam dasane cha dane cha
thairanam dasane ch[a]

4. hiramna-patividhano cha janapadasa cha janasa aspanar dhammanus[a]sti cha
dhama-paripuchha cha

5. tadopaya (F) esa bhuya rati bhavati Devanarpiyasa Priyadasino raflo bha[g]e amifie



M.A. Examination, 2024
Semester 11
AIHC&A
Course- S19 (Special)
(Vedic Religion and its legacy)
Time: 3 hours Full marks: 40

Questions are of equal value
Answer any four questions.

1. Define the term ‘Religion’. Discuss the Sociologist’s interpretation of the term‘Religion’.

2. Give a brief survey of the beliefs and practices of the Prehistoric people of Indian sub-
continent with special reference to totemisim and cannibalism.

3. Discuss the three paradigms of Harappan Religion with suitable examples.
4. Write a brief note on the ritualistic practices of the Indus Valley people.

5. How the concept of Mother Goddess of Harappan culture is interpreted by the modern
Scholars? Do you think it has any connection with later Hinduism?

6. What are the salient features of Vedic religion that are found in the four Vedas?
7. Write a short note on Rgvedic Gods?

3. Discuss in detail the religious similarities between Rgveda and the Avesta.



M.A. Examination, 2024

Semester- 11

AIHC & A
Course- S.20 (Evolution of Puranic and Hindu Religious Cults, Rituals and
Ideas-I)
Time: 3 Hours Full Marks: 40

Questions are of equal value

Answer any four questions

1. What are the main sources of information about the Later Vedic Period?

2. Do you think Later Vedic Religion was different from Early Vedic Religion? Explain it
with suitable examples.

3. Write a detailed note on Later Vedic Gods and explain how Rigvedic Gods lost their
significance during this period.

4. What is Yajiia? What was its importance during the Vedic Period?

5. Discuss the religious practices that were performed during the Atharvaveda.

6. What is the concept of Atman and Brahman?

7. Explain the idea of Samsara and Moksha.

8. Evaluate the importance of Upanishads to understand the Indian Religious History.



M.A. Examination, 2024
Semester- 11
AIHC & A

Course- S. 25 (Architecture I: Proto Historic Phase: Stambhas, Stupa and
Rock-cut Architecture)

Time: 3 Hours Full Marks: 40

Questions are of equal value

Answer any four questions

1. Write a note on the origin and development of Religious Architecture in the Ancient India.
2. Evaluate the Indus town planning by comparing the cities of Harappa and Dholavira.
3. What is Stiipa Architecture? Discuss its development in different phases.
4. Write an essay on the Great Stiipa of Saficht.
5. Discuss the history of rock-cut caves from the beginning to 7 Century CE.
6. Explain the Chaitya architecture in the light of Lomas Rishi Cave and Sudama Cave.
7. Write a comprehensive note on Udaygiri and Khandagiri caves from Odisha.
8. Write short note on any fwe rock-cut caves:

a) Elephanta

b) Ellora

c) Aihole

d) Udaygiri (Madhya Pradesh)



M.A. Examination, 2024
Semester—I1
AIHC&A
Course — S.26

Architecture II: Temple Architecture (North India)

Time: Three Hours Full Marks: 40

Questions are of equal value
Answer any four questions

1. Trace the origin and development of temple building activity in Ancient India.

2. Write in detail about the contents related to temple architecture given in the text
Aparajitaprchha.

3. Write in detail about the Gupta temple architecture with suitable examples.

4. Elaborate on the characteristic features of the Gop Temple.

bl

Highlight the various components of the Modhera Temple.
6. Write a comprehensive note on Kandariya Mahadeva temple.

7. Describe the characteristic features of the Martanda Temple.

»

Critically assess the Kalinga style of architecture with suitable examples.



DEPA

Time

0l.

02.

03.

04.

05.

RTMENT OF ANCIENT INDIAN HISTORY CULTURE AND ARCHAEOLOGY
M.A. Examination 2025 Semester I
The Emergence of State in India: Magadh
Paper/ Course- A.7
: 3 Hours Full Marks: 40

Questions are of equal value

Answer any Four questions

Write a critical note on the important sources available to understand the history of
early Magadh region.

Briefly narrate the rise of Magadh to an Imperial power from 600 BCE to 321 BCE.
What were the role of different ideologies in the emergence of state society in Ganga
plain during the early historical period?

Describe the social and economic life in northern India in the 6™ Century BCE.

Evaluate the role of Chandragupta Maurya as a conqueror and liberator.

06. Discuss the salient features of Mauryan Administration.

07.

08.

“The Kalinga war started a new era in the history of Magadh and India”, Evaluate the
statement critically.
Critically evaluate the opinion that King Ashoka was primarily responsible for the

downfall of the Mauryan Empire.



M.A. Examination, 2025
Semester 11
AITHC&A
Course —A.8
Political Ideas and Institutions (middle of 2" millennium to 1300 CE)

Time: Three Hours Full Marks: 40
Questions are of equal value

Answer any four questions

|. Discuss the recent trends and research for understanding ancient Indian political ideas
and institutions.

2. How far do you think the ancient Indian sources help us to understand ancient Indian
political institutions?

3. Discuss the characteristics and importance of ganarajyas in post-Vedic times.

4. How far is the saptanga theory important for understanding the monarchical state in

ancient India?

Discuss the various theories on the origin of state.

How would you characterize Mauryan polity? Give reasons for your answer.

The Gupta polity is known as proto feudal polity. Discuss.

ot N Oy LA

Write short notes on the following:
a. Comparative study of sabha and samiti

b. Concept of divinity in kingship



M.A. Examination, 2025
Semester—II
AIHC&A
Course - S.1

Approaches to Archaeological Studies in India
Time: Three Hours Full Marks: 40

Questions are of equal value
Answer any four questions

1. Write a comprehensive note on Itihas-Purana tradition in India.

2. Discuss the various works of Colonel James Todd.

3. Elaborate the contribution of George Biihler in the field of Indology.

4. Describe the role of Mortimer Wheeler in field archaeology.

5. What role Robert Bruce Foote played in shaping India’s Prehistory.

6. Critically evaluate the works of James Burgess.

7. Give an account of contribution made by John Marshall in Indian Archaeology.

8. Elaborate on the contributions made by Deccan College in the field of Indian
Archaeology with special reference to H. D. Sankalia.



Time

M.A. Examination, 2025
Semester 11
AIHC&A
Course — S.2
(Archaeology: Theory and Techniques)

: Three Hours Full Marks: 40
Questions are of equal value

Answer four questions

Discuss the importance of Gordon Childe and culture history paradigm.

Discuss the Age of Antiquarianism with special emphasis on researches done on

Classical Archaeology.

Discuss the various researches on the development of idea of a prehistoric past and
antiquity of humanity.

Why do we call processual archaeology as new archaeology? Discuss how it is known
as the paradigm change in the discipline of archaeology.

A systematic exploration is always important in archaeological fieldwork. Elaborate
Suppose you are asked to excavate a town site, then which method of excavation will
you follow and why?

Why recording is very important aspect of excavation? Illustrate your answer with
examples.

Write short notes on any two of the following:

a) Sondage

b) Critique of Three Age System

¢) Merits and demerits of vertical excavation

d) Absolute Dating Methods (Any two)



M.A. Examination, 2025
Semester I
ATHC&A
Course- S7 (Special)
(Indian Epigraphy and Palaeography)
Time: 3 hours Full marks: 40

Questions are of equal value
Answer any four questions.

1. Why the period from 1835-1860 is called an ‘era of decipherment’ in the history of
epigraphic study? Give reasons for your answer.

2. Explain the nature of Asokas dhamma in the light of his edicts.

3. Analyze the importance of Bairat Rock Edict of Asoka.

4. Give an assessment of the political and cultural achievements of Kharavela on the basis
of the Hathigumpha Inscription.

5. Write a brief history of the Sudar§ana Lake on the basis of the inscription you have
studied.

6. What light does the Nasik inscription of Gautami BalasiT throw on the political gains
of his illustrious son?

7. Critically review the contents of the Sarnath inscription of the time of Kanishka.

8. Define the term seals and sealings of early India. Do they help us in reconstructing the
the political and administrative history of early India?



M.A. Examination ,2025
Semester 11
AIHC & A
Course S8 (Optional )
Time: 3 hours Indian Epigraphy and Palaecography II Full Marks:40

Questions are of equal value

Attempt question no. 8 and any three questions from the rest.

1.Write an essay on the origin of writing in early India.

2 Is there any relation between the Semitic scripts and Brahmi?
3.What do you know about the origin of Kharostt.

4.Comment on the geographical distribution of Asokan Brahmi.
" 5.Write about the features of Brahmi from the 300 CE to 600 CE.
6.Narrate the features of Siddhamatrkra and Proto-Bengali

7. Write short notes on any two of the followings:-

a. Harappan script

b. Bhattiprolu inscription

¢. Kharosti-Brahmi

d.Nagar1

8 Transcribe the following passage in Brahmi:

1.(A) Devanaripiyo Piyadasi r[a]ja evam aha (B) dbadasa-vasabhisitena maya idarm af[a]pitam

2.(C) sarvata vijite mama yuta cha rajuke cha pradesike cha pamchasu parchasu ta vasesu
" anusam-

- 3.y[alnalm n]iyatu eta yeva athaya imaya dharnmantisastiya yatha afia-
4.ya pi kanmay([a] (D) [s]adhu matari cha pitari cha susrlisa mitra-samstuta fiattnam bamhana
5. samananari sadh[u d]anarh prananarh sadhu anararhbho apa-vyayata apa-bhadata sadhu

6.(E) parisa pi yute afapayisati gananayarm hetuto cha vyarmjanato cha.




M.A. Examination, 2025
Semester- 11
AIHC & A
Course- S.13 (Social History of India upto 400 CE)

Time: 3 Hours Full Marks: 40

Questions are of equal value

Answer any four questions

1. What are the major literary sources for reconstructing the social history of Ancient India?

2. How do archaeological findings contribute to enhance our .understanding of Ancient
Indian Society?

3. What is the difference between the concepts of Varna and Jati in Ancient Indian society?

4. What were the social and religious justifications given for untouchability in Ancient
India?

5. Discuss the concept of Slavery in Ancient India and how it was different from other
Ancient Civilizations?

6. Explain the concept of Asrama system and its importance in the Ancient Indian Society.

7. What was the position of women in Ancient Indian Society? Analyze critically.

8. What were the major occupations in ancient India and how were they divided along caste

or gender lines?



M.A. Examination ,2025
Semester 11
AIHC & A
Course S14 (Optional )
Time: 3hours Gender Studies: Women in Ancient India Full Marks-40

Questions are of equal value

Answer any four questions.
1.What is Altekarian paradigm? How was it shifted in terms of Gender studies?
2 How did the condition of women figure in Arthasastra?
3.Give a description of the eight forms of marriage. What are the criteria of ‘svayamvara’?
4. Evaluate the position of women in India from the 200 BCE to 300 CE.
5. Comment on the status of temple-women in early India.

6.Why and how was Rudramadev1 able to capture political power in early-medieval Andhra?
How did she represent herself as a ruler?

7.What was the relationship between women and Bhakti movement in south India?

8. Write short notes on any two of the followings:
a. dast
b. pativrata
c. niyoga

d. stridhana




M.A. Examination, 2025
Semester 11
AIHC&A
Course- S19 (Special)
(Vedic Religion and its legacy)

Time: 3 hours Full marks: 40

2 b

I

Questions are of equal value
Answer any four questions.

Define the term ‘Religion’? What are the defintions of religion according to the
theologians?

Give an overview of beliefs and practices of prehistoric people in ancient India.
Analyse the statement of John Marshall that ‘Indus Valley Civilization bears the germ
of Hinduism’ in the context of beliefs and practices with suitable evidences.
Discuss the salient features of Vedic religion on the basis™Rgvedic text.

Discuss the various theories regarding the image worship in Vedic texts.

Write a brief note on the views of Materialists in the 6™ century BCE.

Give an account of the religious and philosophic ideas as found in the Brahmana
and Aranyaka texts.

Discuss the fundamental principles of Upanishads. Do you think that it was a revolt
against the sacrificial rites and rituals of the later Vedic age?



M.A. Examination, 2025

Semester- Il

AIHC & A
Course- S.20 (Evolution of Puranic and Hindu Religious Cults, Rituals and
Ideas-I)
Time: 3 Hours Full Marks: 40

Questions are of equal value
Answer any four questions
1. What are the key features that distinguish Later Vedic religion from Early Vedic religion?
2. In what ways did socio-political changes influence Later Vedic religious developments?
3. How do the gods of the Later Vedic period differ from those of the Rigvedic period?
4. What are the different types of Yajfias mentioned in the Later Vedic literature?
5. What role do magical and healing practices play in Atharvavedic religious thought?
6. Explain the concepts of Brahman and Atman as articulated in the Later Vedic Period.
7. How do the ideas of Samsara and Moksha develop in the Upanishadic tradition?
8. What is the significance of Upanishadic philosophy in the broader context of Indian

religious history?



M.A. Examination, 2025
Semester- 11

AIHC & A

Course- S.25 (Architecture I: Proto Historic Phase: Stambhas, Stupa and
Rock-cut Architecture)

Time: 3 Hours Full Marks: 40

Questions are of equal value

Answer any four questions

1. How does the concept of 'Vastu' influence the design and layout of Ancient Indian
structures?

2. What were the major features of town planning in Indus Valley cities like Mohenjo-daro
and Harappa?

3. What do the layout and architecture of residential and public buildings in the Indus Valley
reveal about their social organization?

4. What is the significance of the Great Bath, granaries, and assembly halls in Indus Valley
architecture?

5. How did the stupa evolve from a simple burial mound to a religious monument in
Buddhism?

6. What are the major features of stupas in Central India? Analyze these features on the basis
of SafichT and Bharhut Stupas.

7. How did Chaityagrihas and Viharas evolve architecturally during the Theravada and
Mahayana phases of Buddhism?

8. What are the distinctive features of Jaina rock-cut architecture in UdayagirT and KhandagirT

caves?



M.A. Examination, 2025
Semester- 11

ATHC&A
Course — S.26
Architecture 1I: Temple Architecture (North India)

Time: 3 Hours Full Marks: 40

Questions are of equal value
Answer any four questions

1. What were the factors behind the origin of temple building in the Indian sub-
continent?

2. What do you understand by the concept of space? Discuss the materiality of
space in the context of temple architecture.

3. How do Vastu Sastras hold a pivotal part in constructing the textual and visual
memory of a temple? Explain.

4. The mature phase of Gupta temples in North India influenced the early
medieval temple architecture. Explain.

5. Why is periodization crucial to Indian temple architecture? Analyse the first
two phaseé of Gupta temple architecture.

6. Explore the key features of a mature Odishan temple architecture with
appropriate examples.

7. Write a comprehensive note on the two Sun temples from the western and
northernmost regions of India.

8. Write short notes on any two of the following:

a. Safici temple No. 17 and Eran.
b. Gedgraphical variations of Nagara architecture.
c. Paradurames$vara temple. '

d. Teli-ka Mandir, Gwalior.



