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In the realm of Indian performing arts education, Sangit Bhavana at Visva Bharati University 

stands as a testament to a revolutionary vision. Established by Nobel laureate Rabindranath Tagore, 

this institution is not merely a school for music and dance but a living embodiment of a holistic 

educational philosophy. Its uniqueness lies in its departure from traditional, rigid gharana systems, 

its remarkable fusion of diverse artistic traditions, and its pedagogical approach that blends 

creative expression with spiritual and intellectual growth. While many institutions focus on 

technical mastery alone, Sangit Bhavana’s distinctiveness stems from its commitment to nurturing 

a complete human being through the medium of the arts. 

 

At the heart of Sangit Bhavana's uniqueness is Tagore's humanistic philosophy. He believed that 

art was an essential and inseparable part of a comprehensive education, not a mere extracurricular 

activity. Unlike a conventional conservatory, the institution was founded on the principle that 

music and dance should cultivate the mind and soul, linking individuals to both nature and the 

wider world.  

 

The uniqueness of education system of Sangit Bhavana is to make intimate connection among 

student, teacher, and the natural environment. Sangit Bhavana leads in the celebration of rainy 

season named, Varsha Mangal and Vriksharopan (the tree plantation) Shardotsav etc.  
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This foundational idea ensures that Sangit Bhavana teaches more than just performance; it imparts 

a way of life, where art is a vehicle for personal and collective spiritual realization. 

 

Furthermore, Sangit Bhavana's curriculum is defined by an unparalleled syncretism of artistic 

forms. Tagore consciously sought to integrate a wide array of musical and dance traditions, 

challenging the rigid classifications that existed at the time. The curriculum includes Rabindra 

Sangeet (Tagore’s own compositions), Hindustani classical music, and Indian dance forms like 

Manipuri, Kathakali and Rabindra Nritya.  

 

Students were encouraged to experiment and create, leading to the development of unique 

choreographies and musical interpretations that transcended traditional boundaries, making the 

institution a vibrant melting pot of cultural expression. Teachers and students are encouraged to 

engage in a continuous dialogue, fostering an environment of mutual respect and collaborative 

learning. This approach, centered on nurturing an artistic community, ensures that the learning 

process is not limited to the classroom but extends to every aspect of daily life, distinguishing 

Sangit Bhavana as a place where art is truly lived and breathed. 

 

In conclusion, Sangit Bhavana is unique not because of a single feature, but as a synthesis of 

philosophical ideals, artistic fusion, and pedagogical innovation.  

 

 

Sangit Bhavana: International Dance Day: 2025 


